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Foreword

Dear Fellow Collectors,

We thankfully present our fifth Annual, There were times
during the year when we wondered if we should be able to say
it, faced as we were with those far too familiar phrases - "in
short supply", "purchase tax", "increase in cost of production”.

However, as always, you stood loyally by us, enabling us
to give you very much the same substantial volume we gave you
for last year, and when you have digested it we hope you will
feel like saying "Worth a guinea - and not half!"

The Voting Forms will be found again enclosed - send them
in as soon as you can, so that we can start planning for
Christmas 1952,

And, our sincere thanks to the grand lot of fellows who,
without thought of gain, have contributed such a splendid
aggortment of articles and sketches,

In conclusion, to all who will read it - at home and
overseas - & Vvery Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year,

Yours sincerely,

Herbvert Leckenby.
H, Maurice Bond,.
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v e ﬁnb every Stoxt\"( a0 C::rc/n\"' 2l

- By Eric Foyme ————— - —

To compile e list of the series of stories which sppeered in the Gem is a
rether more difficult tesk than in the case of the companion paper, the Magnet.
In a great many instences, the series ore not neerly so cleerly defined at
St. Jim'é es at Greyfriers. Qs on exemple, the stories from No. 129 to No.142
were meinly of Lumley-Lumley but during this run there were several stories
which were not connected with the Lumley-Iumley series. In the "Tom Merry in
Frence" series of 1909, the first story, No. 89, opened the series. No. 90 was
of something entirely different. No.91 cerried on with the plot of No.89.

In the case of the Sports Contest series, - & feeble lot of yarns published
in 1918,~ 24 issues went by between the opening story and the finsl one., The
mein series wes by Pentelow, but stories by Mr. Hemilton eppesred here end there
during the run.

- From the beginning of 1926, @ large percentage of the stories were written
by substitute writers, - mostly, I believe, by Mr. E. S. Brooks. TFor the next
two yeors Mr. Hemilton's Gem output grew less end less, =nd after the Victor
‘| Cleeve series of 1928 thcre wes no further new series from his pen in the Gem
until 1939, although one or two single stories were published in the intervening
yeers before the rc-prints begen.

Mr. Brooks wes o genius in his own particuler sphere, - St. Frenks, -
but he never obteined the etmosphere of St. Jim's, snd to most Gém enthusiests,
the period between 1927 and 1931 wes just e blank. From 1931 until eerly 1939,
the Gem was presenting entirely re-print stories of St. Jim's, end I feel that
nothing cen be gained by listing the verious series re-printed. Later in this
article, I shall heve & few comments to meke on thc re-print period.

I have for the most pert, in the list which follows, considéred only those

plots which ren to three stories or more, though there ere one or two exceptions.

Here then erethe mein series which sppesred in the Gem,

1908

27-32, THL FLOATING SCHOOL, St. Jim's becomes a floating school on the steem-
ship "Condor", with Mr. Retcliffe os Heedmaster. » fine series.

1909
46-51. POM MERRY IN THE UNITED STATES . Tom Merry & Co.,and Welly, go to the
Wild West, vie New York, Chicago, and the Rockies., The very first of 2ll
the Travel Series, - end grend reading.

89-94. TOM MERRY IN ¥FR.NCE. Amusing edventures ecross the Chennel, with 2
thrilling Xmas adventure in the Chateau Chernay.

1910 )
129-142. THE COMING OF LUMLIY-LUMLEY. The Millioneire's son arrived in No.129,

cand stories sbout him appeered, with exceptions, until he temporerily left
the school in No., 142. Not all by Mr, Heamilton, I think, Interesting stori
but a trifle melodremetic by modern standerds. Useful character, ILumley-Luml
Why did M¥r. Hemilton neglect him after the early yeers?

@

8.
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1910 (contd.)
148-153. TOM MERRY PONNILESS IN LONDON. Very fine drauetic series, with Tom
seeking his fortune in London, end eventuelly returning to St.Jim's as a
master, Mr. Merry. This series ren over Christmes 1910.

: 1911 :
154-156. NO CLASS. Tom Merry, back from his wenderings in London, brings with
him his pal, Joe Freyne. Strong humen interest tales.

158-161, LUMLLY'S KETURN. Lumley-Lumley comes back to St.Jim's end disgraces
Tom Merry. Notable for o fight between Tom Merry and Jack Blake, ™Welly
and Joe Frayne stand by Tom when his other pels descrt him,

173047 - 1912

173-175. PETER RAFF'S TRBASURE. Treasure-hunting in the South Sees end ship-
wreck in the Pacific. Tip+top trovel series.
(NOTE. With the money obtained from the tressure, Tom Merry snd Co. paid
for their Coronation celebrations. The Coronetion story wes re-nrinted in
the @em s e Jubilee story in the middle of the Thirties. This series
eppeared in the Boys' Friend Librery in the eerly twenties, under the title
of "The Schoolboy Tressure Seekers".)

190-192. TOM MERRY ON THE CONGO. Ixciting odventures in Africe, from which
Tom Merry brought home "A Schoolboy's Slave", the black men M'Pong.
(NOTE. This series appeared in the Boys' Friend leruxy in the carly twentie
under the title of "Under Seeled Orders".)

247-248. THE MYSTERIOUS "X". The Headks Rembrendt is stolen. The very first
of the School Crecksmen series, introducing Ferrers Locke. Two stories,
entitled "Baffled" and "Coucht Red-handed". Nothing better ever eppeered
in the Gem,- or enywhere else.

-

1913 il
251-252, GRIMES AT ST. JIM'S. Grimes, the grocer's boy, becomes a fourth-
former, his fees poid by Wr. Lumley-Lumley. The friendship between Grimes
and the Millioneire's- son wes one of the delightful humen touches, 8o
characteristic of Mr. Hemilton. ;

274-275. TOM MERRY IN ITiL¥. In search of Merco Frulo's treasure on an i
Adristic islend. Ixciting stuff. Vhen thcese stories were re-printed, they
geve lfarco Frulo anothcr neame. Why?

297-299. THE COMING OF KOUMI RA The hot-tempered Indian falls foul of Tom |
MexrTy . Splendid series. Why Mr. Hemilton did not use Koumi Reo in other
gseries is one of the mysteries of the Gem.

308-305. .. COCKNEY .T ST,JIM'S. Harry Hommond comes to the School end makes a
pel of Gussy. Fine character pasinting, reminiscent of tl'w Crum series in
the Megnet.

1914
317-318. TOM MERRY - SCHOOL C.PTAIN. Tom Merry becomes Ceptein of the School,
ond finds the reeponsibilities too grest. Good tales.
323-325., TOM MERRY'S DOUBLE. Reggie Clevering tekes the place of the kidnapped
Tom Merry. Tense cnd thrilling serics. ‘
334-337. TEE TOFF. Telbot, the Schoolboy Crecksmen, joins the School. Very
popular scries.
(D) .-




1914 (contd.)
351-353. THE KING'S PARDON. Talbot earns officisl perdon for his wrong-doing,
end returns to St.Jim's. Outstending humen interest series.
361-364. JOHN RIVERS. Another Talwot series, introducing Merie's father, end
ilr, Reilton es an army officer. :

1915
381-384, UNITED KINGDOM SERIES. '"Kildare for Irelend", "Kerr for Scotlend",

"Fetty Wynn for Weles", "Tom Merry for Englend". Rather sub-stendard stuff,

1916.
421-422. DM.NNFERS MINOR. The coming of Reggie Memners. Good Tales.

436-437. THE OUTRAM SERILS. The story of Velentine Outram, - magnificent
reading. Reelly powerful writing.
(NOTE. With No. 437 the Gem seid "Good-bye to the old Blue Cover." Outrem
eppeered in the Gem Chrietmes Number for 1917,- the last of the Double
Numbers. )

451-466. LEVISON'S KEFORM. Levison Minor comes to St.Jim's, and Levison Mejor
reforms. Well written, but not consistent with what old Gem reeders knew
of the Levison femily.

1917
475-477. THE COMING OF C.RDEW. Good tales of their cleass.

‘494-496. HIS BROTHER'S KEEPER., L very fine scries, with outstending powerful
choracterisetion, telling of Monners' socrifice for his weayward brother.

g 1918
527-551. GRELT SPOATS CONTEST. Chiefly Pentelow stories. The "Contest" mey
have been great, but the stories were tedious.

1919.
571-5685. BUNTER AT ST, JIM'S, Bunter comes to St. Jim's snd his cousin Wally
goes to Greyfriers. Good series of the lighter type.

586-589. R.ITY JUNIOR. Nr. Rotcliff’s nephew et St. Jim's, Moderate series.

595-605. C.RAV.LNNING WITH CH.RLEY. Tip-top Bolidey series.
(NOTE. .hen this scries was re-printed, one story telling of food-hoerding
wes omitted for obvious reesons.)

1920 :
657-661. THH DIRK POVER SiRIES. The Levisons fleeing to Alaske from Dirk
Power, the inadmen. Too fer-fetched and theatrical to be Mr. Hemilton ot
his best.

1921
677-679. WILDRAKE, Several moderete stories introducing Wildreke, the boy
from the Wild West.
698-701., SEVEN SCHOOLBOYS .ND SOLOMON. Excellent holidey scries.
708-710. S.NKEY'S CIRCUS. . circus comes neer St.Jim's cnd e lion escepes.
iloderate fare,
713-715. SCHOOL HOUSE v. NEV HOUSE. Modcrote Jjeping series.

720-722. NEW HOUSE BARRING-OUT. Not outstending barring-out series.
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1922
729-732. GRAMM.R SCHOOL RIV.LIRY. Various juniors try to work jopes on the
Gremmer Scheol. .musing series.

733-735. RACKE, HERO. The best series Recke featured in., He, with the aid
of Trimble, poses as @ hero.

737-7139. CUITS v. DiRRELL. Excellent series, with unusuel plot. Derrell,
the victim of Cutts' cunning, is cleered by "/ildroke.

742-747. KIDN.PPING SERIES. Tom Merry, end other boys, ore kidnapped, until
Wildreke eventuslly exposes Rogue Reckstraw. Grend set of stories.

749-751., R.LISING THE WIND. Rib-tickling set of stories in which the hard-up
Co. try to rrise money, Gussy cven trying to "pop his tickeh", Mortin
Clifford at his humorous best.

752-758. GUSSY, THE RUN.WAY. Gussy runs awey from St.Jim's, teking temporery

rcfuge at Greygriars, Higheliffe, Cliff House, snd Rookwood. Every story a
Gem, _ :

759-764« LEVISON'S P.ST. Trimbl: spreads the teole thet Levison was expelled
from Greyfrisars. Good serious series.

768-772, THL CARDEW CUP. Good reading, with typical Cordew whimsicalities.
(NOTE, The first series in the 2d cnlerged Gem.)

776-784. XM.S B.RRING--OUT, The juniors bar-out over the Christmas vac, in
support of Tom Merry, who has been expelled for theft. Real good stuff for
barring-out fens. .

’ 1923
768-791. THE SCHOOLBOY PUG. Megnificent scries about Oliver Iynn, the ex-pug.
Superb cheracter pictures. One of the best series of all time.

6812-818. THE OLD BUS. Tom iferry and Co. on a river trip up the Thames from
Kingston to Oxford. Splendid Holidey series.

824-831. TOM WMERRY v. CLRDEW. Cardew, by trickery, tekea the Ceptedncy from
~ Tom Merry. Fine series, running over Christmes 1923,

1924 :
836-839. THE LEN LEE S5TRIES. Len Lee comes to the School es Pomfret, but is
recognised by Cardew. lxcellent resding.
859-961., CLMPING SHRIES. Sub-written end sub-stondeard.

864-867. C.R.V.NNING S.RILS. Tom Merry snd Co go ceravemninz, =nd finnlly
go ebmoad. Tip-top teles.

1925 :
897-898. EI.STER AT HOLLY LODGE. The Terrible Three snd Gussy et the home of
Lowther's uncle. Thrilling reeding.
906-808. MK, SELBY'S BLNKNOTE.. Levison Minor accused of stealing o French
banknote belonging to Mr. Selby. Excellent powerful series.

911-912. MOTOR C.R.WV.N SIRIES. By @ sub writer. Feeble series,
919-921., SIDNLY TkCOFE. Good series of Troopc, the boy who ovmed a frmous

race horse.
(6)




; . 1925 (contd.)
023-924, SNEATH., Mr. Sclby blackmailed by & rascelly lawyer nemed Sneath,
Good stories. '

927-928., TRUTHFUL TRIMBLE., Trimble wee & weekness in the St.Jim's story,
and he scldom appeared in an ettractive series. This was the exception.
Real good fun.

930-931. XWMAS AT HOLLY IODGE. Another thrilling plot with the Terrible Thxee
at the home of Lowther's uncle.

7 1926 _
965-969.  MOTOR BOAT SERIES. Not & Hamilton series. Rether futile business.

972-974. .NGELO LEE. Plessent series of the boy who wented to be an eirmen.

1927
1001-1003. THE CRANKY HE.DM.STER. Dr. Crenkley becomes temporary Head of
St.Jim's. Stupid affair.

. 3014~1021. WILD WEST SERIES. One of the few Hamilton series of this period.
The chums go to Wildreke's home in Cenade. Slightly hackneyed, but
pleasant reading.

1022-1025. THE CASTLETON TWINS. One twin ot St.Jim's, while the other goes ta-

St.JFrenk's, From 1926 til1:1931, most of the Gem stories were by Mr.E.S.Brool

,

1928
1059-1072. H.NDFORTH AT ST. JIM'S. The "Coker" of St. Prenk's comes to
St.Jim's for a time. :

1069-1072. VICTOR CLEEVE. .n excellent series, telling of Mr. Railfon's nephew,”

who was en unwilling pupil et St.Jim's,
(NOTE. This serics wes the lost new one by IMr. Homllton to eppear in the Gem

until he resumed writing of St.Jim's in 1939. A very occesionacl single stor]

appééred by Mr. Homilton during the next few ycars before the re-prints
commenced . )

1073-1080. WHO SH.LL BE C.PTAIN? Tom Merry resigns the junior captaincy, end
the post is held successively by Skimpole, Mellish, Grundy, Fatty Wymn, ond
. Tompkins.
1087-1089, CURSE OF THE D'ARCY'S. Christmes story set at Tastwood House.

1929
1105-1107 « CLPTAIN TOM NERRY. Tom Merry becomes the Ceotein of the School for

e time, This scries wes by Nr.Brooks, ond is not the seme one es that by
Mr. Hamilton in 1914.

1108-1110. GORDON GiY T ST. JIM'S. The lcader of the Rylcombe Grammar School
becomes on unwilling pupil in the St. Jim's Shell.

1120-1123, HOLIDAY'S IN CORNWALL. Tom Merry snd Co. spend & hectic time in
the "fest Country.

1138-1141. THE WOLF. .n unpleasent character, who gives Tom llerry and Co. en
cxciting Christmas.

1930
1152-1154. BULLY BURKETT. .n overgrown cowerdly bully terrorises the juniors .
of St.Jim's, until Tom lerry meneges to defeat him, Quite good in its own way.

{

!

|

l

(7)



1930 (contd.)
1171-1172. H.NDCOCK. /n irriteting .merice:a, Cyrus P. Hendcock, becomes o pupil
at St. Jim's,- and unfortunately stayed on #s en intimate pel of the Terrible
Three after the series ended.

1181-1182, THE BOY GIRL. Mr. Brooks had invented » new School fer girls near
St. Jim's,~ Spelding Hell,- which wes sttended by Cousin Ethel and Doris
Levison among others, This series told of e boy who joined the girls!
school,~ disguised as & girl.

1187-1191. WORLD TOUR. Tom Merry end Co. go on & world tour to weird end
wonderful places, in a giant airship., Rather e preposterous affair.

1931
1210-1212. Mi. LINTON LiuAVES ST, JIM'S., Mr. Linton comes into e fortune, after
adventures with gengsters. He leeves St.Jim's,- retired,- emd his place in
the St.Jim's scene is teken by a Mr. Pilbeam.

NOTE

As stated earlier, most of the St. Jim's stories from 1927 onwerds were by
Mr. Brooks, ©Personally I did not like them, but I fcel it is only fair to o
populer writer to say thet this was due to the fect that he did not cepture the
Gem atmosphere in my opinion. The substitute writers, as we cell them, who
wrote stories under the nemes of Mertin Clifford end Fronk Richerds in the Gem
end the Magnet, have come in for o greet deal of criticiesm,- snd indeed, abuse.
Much of their work was undoubtedly very bed. There were, however, at least
two writers who fziled in the Gem es far 2s the older readers, or, et leest, the
more thoughtful resders,- wore concerned, not becruse their writing wes bad, but
because their style wes so out of keeping with the main Gem or Megnet etory which
we knew so well. I refer to Messrs. Pentelow and Brooks. Both did fine work
in their own particuler sphere. Our Editor, who should know, tolls us that ‘
Pentelow's stories of Wycliffe School were excellent, aend Mr. Brooks' stories
of St. Frenk's have en immense following which cen only heve been earned by
their appcal.

The point wes thet nobody could write convincingly of St. Jim's or Grey-
friers except their creator, Mr. Hemilton. But Clifton Dene wes the invention
of an early substitute writer, end Vr. Homilton considered him e eufficiently
good cheracter to kecep him on the St. Jim's stege.

The RE~PRINTS : [

Eorly in 1931, it seemed clear to me that there wes 1littla hope of ‘
Mr., Hemilton resuming his regular writing for the Gem. I wes completely weery
of Spalding Hell, end the interloper, Handcock. I commenced & cempaign of
pestering the Flectway House to re-publish the o0ld Gem storigs. I asked them
to start et the beginning, and to call the first story "TOM MERRY - NEW BOY" ,—
the title which had been given to the first Gem story "Tom lMerry's Schooldays",
when it wees re-published in the Penny Popular in 1912. I felt et first thet
there was little hope of the suggestion being adopted, but I nersisted, and
eventuelly I heard from the Flectwey House that the ides would be tried for a
trial period. So, in July 1931, the first story of the re-prints, "TOM MERRY -
NEW BOY" eppeared. The new policy wes obviously o success, for the re-printe
continued until esrly 1939.
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It is interesting to look over the way those fine old stories were
represented for the hew generation of Gem reeders. For a time the stories
eppeered in the seme order as originelly end in full., Iater, however, stories
and series were selected far out of sequence, snd dreastic abridgment was carried
out. Probably cutting wes necessary, for large numbers of those old stories
were very long indeed. In the Blue Cover days the Gem had consisted of 32
peges, smeller print, fewer edvertisements, fewer illustrations, and only a
serial story and a chet page epert from the mein story. Unfortunately, the
ebridging wes very badly done, entire chepters being omitted, end, often, the
plot ruined. In the cese of thet old Gem tale, "The Tell-tale", in which
Mellish ected as a mischief-meker, the cutting wes done in such & way that the
story hardly mede sense.

In the cese of the Clevcring stories, for obvious reasong, Mr. Quelch
beceme Mr. Welch, eand Wingate, the captein of Clevering, wes changed to Felgate.

Very few of the substitute writers' stories were included in the re-prints,
but there were one or two. Certein stories by Mr. Hamilton were omitted for
some reason or other, To select one or two instenccs, "The Diebolists", a
story of the Disbolo creze of the first decade of the century, did not eppeer.

The 1909 series of Tom Merry in France was left over for e number of yesrs.
It actually eppeoared in 1937, being the last series in the Gem of the old size.
This delay in publication wes due to the fact thot the series hed appeared in
the Schoolboys! Own Library in the early Thirties.

Skimpole's Socialism was omitted for the most part, or heavily modified.

In the eerly days of the Gem, Socialism wes regerded es & crank Crezg, but it
could not be treated as such in the hineteen-thirties.

| In one of the series in the Tom Merry in London series of 1910, there wes
en cpisode introducing Skimpole end his Socialism. When the story was re-
printed, this episode was omitted, and the Gem office-boy apperently wrote in
e new portion. In the same series, Tom originally met those femous cherecters,
Jack, Sem, and Pete. But in the reprints for some reason, the names of these
cherecters were altered, Pete being called Restus, Actually, about this time,
a few old Jack, Sem, and Pete stories were re-printed in The Ranger, with the
seme alteration of names.

.8 I mentioned earlier, the old story of the Coronetion of King George the
Fifth wes used in the middle thirties es & Jubllee story. I may modestly add
thet this was done at my own suggestion.

Fearing to see thet grand old yern "The Mystery of the Peinted Room" ruined
by abridgment, I suggested to the Editor that it should occupy two issues of the
Gem, This wes done, but it wes now apperently too short, snd the officc-boy
once agein obliged by writing in & sequence,

Stories of the Frenco-British Exhibition end of Nihilism werc omitted for
clear reesons, LAnother story omitted, less understendebly, wes one in which
Levison arranged & cord to trip up Monteith, who wes sprinting in running gard.
Levison placed broken gless for the prefect to fall in, with shettering results.
It was & good yern, but meybe the Editor thought it too gruesome for the
stomachs of the boys of the riotous Thirties.

4 story in which Tom Merry ettended & Fency Dress Party es a convict was
omitted, on account of the fact that & similar convict story, with Loder
understudying the convict, eppesred in the Megnet ebout the time that it wes
due.
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Two other good tales, "Held to Rensom" and "The Relly of the Rivel Co's"
were left out for a long time, I discovered this when looking over my old
collection., I pestered the Editor obout these, end eventually he wrote me that
they were to appeer,- meny yeers late. The second story wes re-nemed "The
Leugh's on the First Eleven".

Though meny of the good old titles were used, the stories were often
given bileous new nemes,

An interesting factor in the re-prints wes the deley in introducing
Levison under his own name. A number of stories were Jjumped over, and the
acts and remerks of Levison were ettributed to one, Snipe. So Levison'appeared
under the dresdful neme of Snipe for quite e time. Eventuelly Levison did
Join St. Jim's, end then ceme thet fine story where he rescued Tumley-Lumley
from being buried slive while in o trence.

No doubt it wes impossible for the stories to be published in their
original sequence. As & good many tales were omitted, etther on account of
being dated or because they were not by Mr. Hemilton, the Editor must heve
found the seasons in the stories creeping up upon him with alarming epeed.

It has alweys been rather o puzzle to me as to why tho original Eric Lorme
was ro-nemed Eric Poge in the re-prints. I supposc there must heve been a
reeson. I remember being emused et the time, 28 I hed 2 real life pel named
Eric Page. Hore and there, one or two other nsmes werc altered, too.

By late 1938 the re-prints had resched the stage when Grundy end Trimble
had come on the scene, and, if the re-prints were to continue, o long list of
rather unattractive series would fall to the lot of the Gem, unless a big jump
were made. So et the end of 1938, I begen to pester the Fleetwey House to ask
Mr. Hemilton to write some new stories for the Gem., Meybe they would have.done
80 in eny case, but I always teke some modest credit to myself for the fact that
in 1939 Mr. Hemilton was persuaded to teke over the Gem stories once agein.

And here are the finel series in the Gem, all written by Mr. Hemilton in his,
own inimitable styles-

1625-1634, THE SIIVER SWALLOW SIRIES. Tom Merry and Co touring Hurope in o
gient plane, with a mysterious black box to add to the excitement.
Excellent reading.

1635-1640, THE SiCRET P.SSAGE. The New House Co find o secret way into the
School House. Fotty Wynn pleyed & big pert in this grend series., Fetty,
unique in the stories as » decent fet boy, would scem to have offered
opportunities for the writer. But he was neglected after early deys.

1641-1646, THE BR.ZIL SERIES. Rather hackneyed trevel series.

1647-1668. THi SILVERSON SERIES. The longest series on one character, ever
to eppeer in the Gem,~ end very fine too. Noteble for hoving Tom Merry in
the lead,~ practically the first new Tum Merry series which Mr, Homilton
hed written since Blue Cover days. ind the final Gem story was located ot
Huckleberry Heath.

w———(\g 1t was in the beginning .

(Readers will note that one of our own circle first suggested the re-publishing
of the Gem stories from the very beginning., - Ed.)
000
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FOREWORD
By Herbert Leckenby

Way back in May I had en idee for an Annual erticle - a comparison of the
femine in boys' weeklies in the six years following the last wer, with the
activity in a similar period after the firet one. I got to work and had
nearly completed it when a letter from Tom Hopperton told me of an article he
was also busy with for the Annuel., I set up and took notice for it was
evident from his description that he had been struck with a very similar idea.
I urged him to carry on, and aweited its coming with no little ouriosity.
Knowing his pungent, forthright style, I thought it more then likely I should
feel inclined to scrap mine.

When it did come 2long I saw at once thet the two srticles together
formed & real curiosity, so much so, that with a few cuts in mine, it wouldn't
be a bad 1des to run the two side by side. It was indeced & case of two minds
thinking alike. Note, for instence, how we confess we should not have mede
successful editors because we both considered the Thomson papers far inferior
to others which sctually were less successful, and shorter-lived, except where
they changed to the Thomson style. Agein, Tom suspected thet Jeck North wes
‘responsible for the whole of "Sport end Adventure". I wes sure thet wes so.

On the other hend, Tom concentrated mainly on No. 1's, whcreas I usually
reveal the end of the story, snd elso bring in some papers he does not mention.
S0, seeing that those yeers immediately following the First Greet War cen be
remembered by & good many of us, snd many interesting events happened then it
would be worth while to run both srticles under the titles we had given them.
When you have read them I em confident you will egree.

© THEM W.S THE DAYS! WHEN THE WAR IS OVER .
By Tom Hopperton " By Herbert Leckenby
The diction of the title is Oft times in the midst of the late
borrowed from Willism Gosling: the war we who used to correspond on the
sentiment is my own, snd I empheti- topic evergreen would say optimisticall
cally repeat: "Them there wes the "When the war is over, give a little
deys."  Indeed, when reviewing the time for things to settle down, then
deys in question ~ those which fol- we shell have back the Magnet, the Gem,
lowed the "Wer to End Wer" - I em the Detective Weekly, the Thriller end
surprised to find what an important other old favourites which let's hope
chep I wes, end the number of in- did not die but went only into a state
fluentiel gentlemen in London and of coma in that fateful month of May,
Scotland who interested themselves 1940, or o little earlier."
in me -- end my meagre pocket money. Alas for our hopes! Six yeers
Their solicitude that I should have and more have sped on, and the book-
enough to reed wes & positive em- 8tolls where we are c onegerned are as
barrassment at times, but the primi- bere as Mother Hubbard's ¢upboard. Not

tive institution of barter hes relieved o single old favouri te back, not a
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more than one orisis in civilised
society, including mine. The first
issues of their numerous ventures make
e brave show as now spread before me
snd meke me feel veguely sorry for the
youth of these post-war days.

What, for example, have they to
compare with the "Penny Popular"
(25-1-1919)? "Billy Bunter's Postal
Order" reprinted & pre-Johnny Bull
story from the "Magnet", with Bulstrdd
jeping the Owl with o series of small
P.0's made payable all over the dis-
trict., Jimmy Silver started all over
again es a new boy, while Gussy once
agein mystified St.Jim's by coming
home laden with cigars, cigerettes
end tobacco, Arthur Clarke's cover
was presunmably & reprint, although
Chapman did the Bunter presentation
plate. His W.G.B., if good, was
not quite what we were later to
become accustomed to, but the same
could be said of Frenk Richerds'
Bunter, - But where on easrth came the
idea for Mrs.Mimble's "heir-do"?
From the Widow Twenkey? And what
matter if I can now see where some
Sweeney Todd of a sub-editor mengled
his quivering viotim with no regard
for the anatomy of the story. Grey-
friars PLUS St.Jim's PLUS Rookwood
for 14d was not to be sneezed at,
even in 1919.

My leeding contender for pride
of place is the pink "Boy's Realm"
(5-4-1919). the front page of which
rightly featured Arthur S.Hardy's
"Blake of the Blue Crusaders". The
Blues really were the Blues then, all
unsuspecting of the degradation to
fall on them in the 3rd Series, when
the club was actually to be owned by
a St.Frank's Junior. Henry St.John,
getting & little mixed in his
chronology, started himself off as
a Fourth-former at St.Basil's, and
his gag about "Cen you pronounce
*Nockmeatoff' wrought hevoc with the
caps of the period -~ and not o few
of the heads. Cecil Hayter hsadcs
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r gingle new-comer, reminiscent of those

of yore., What's the reason? Paper
shortage? A belief on the part of
the publishers that boys' tastes have
changed? A conviction that wooing
the female of the species pays better
dividends? Whatever the answer, o
mournful state of affairs,

What a contrast after the Keiser
war, Then no sooner had the thunder
of the guns died away than some of the
old fevourites were being roused from
sleep, and "proofs" of new companions
were being reed in publishing houses
round ebout the Street of Ink, ILet
us recell what heppened, for in the
memory there 1s sweet nostelgia,
especially for those of us who sre not
80 very young. And in passing it
must be remembered thet in theat first
great conflict there were not so many
cesualties in the army of boys' weeklie
Most of them struggled through if a
little thinner and with dress less
smart looking. There were even new-
comers at the height of the struggle -
the Nelson Lee and the Sexton Blake
Librery, for instence.

First to be back on New Year's‘
Day, 1919, was the "Greyfriars Herald"
(suspended in 1916), For its second
run it was "Magnet'" size, but epart
from that it tried to cerry on from
where it had left off. After a time,
however, its nome was changed to "Boys'

Herald" with stories on orthodox
lines. Altogether, it ran about

three yeers, but somehow it never
gseemed to find a place and is certainly
not remembered as is the "Hamilton
Edwards" Roys' Herald of the century's
first decade.

Then came the I'Penny Popular'on
Friday Jenuary 24th, 1919 - ten weeks
after the Armistice, and ebout ten
months after its temporery retirement.
It hadn't changed much though its name
was now a misnomer, for its price was
13d. That was later put right - by
Just calling it "The Popular'". In its
second existence it lived much longer




Sexton Blake seriel, "The Bress Disd",
end "From Chopping Block to Chempion"
would be hard to improve on as &
boxing serial., The only wesk spot

in the paper wes the St.Frank's series,
which, whether by E.S. Brooks or not,
had all earmarks of those interminable
sporting contest stories which were
"gubbed" into the "Gem" end "Magnet".

By contrast, the "Greyfriars
Herald" (1-11-1919) was disappointing.
Although still "staffed" by Herry
Wherton and Co., the second run never
captured the atmosphere thet perveded
the original series. Owen Conquest
began the stories of Jack Drake at
St. Winifred's, while the "boys",
aided by Mr. Prout, filled up the
remainder of the now full-sized paper.
There was an odd contrast in illustre-
tions. DBriscoe did the cover and the
Drake illustrations in his usuel style
of making an extremely painsteking
attempt to copy & photograph, while -
for some unimaginable reeson - Wekefiel
wes put on to drew Greyfrisrs. Strange
that he should match his not unattrec-
tive Tubby Muffin with & Bunter like
nothing on God's earth, and that with
80 many examples of Coker to guide him,
he should produce & repellent grotesque
with the physical proportions of a
tadpole.

Pearson's made quite & reputation
with the "Big Budget". Presumably that
was all they did meke, because they
carefully pvoided eny chence of com-
parison with their "Jack's Paper"
(31-10-1922). The most striking
things about it were the title ("Why
was it 80 named?" should be in the next
Club quiz) and the choice of "Fighting
Sports" presentation plates —
glediators v lions, matadors v bulls,
etc. Farringdon, 'the super-gleuth,
the Man Who Never Lost g Case" tried to
meke the best of two worlds. He pal-
pebly derived from Sherlock Holmes es
he slopped ebout in o dressing-gown
yepping to his M.D, stooge, but, once

F

he got into action, his edventures
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then in its first, for its wecks were
628 sgeinst 276, sc it oan be said thet
its return wos justified. Jowever,
Irioc Fayne told you o1l ebout it in
lest year's Annuel, so there I will
leave it.

Close on the heels of "The Popularf

came "The Boys' Realm" week ending
April 5th, 1919. It had been "restingl
a week or two short of three years,
Its page size wes the same as of old,
and the same familiar pink., Moreover,
old favourites came back too for one
of the seriels was entitled "Blake of
the Blue Crusaders" telling of that
femous football club creeted by Arthur
S. Hardy, king of sport story writers,
some 14 years earlier, There were
also staries of Sexton Blake and the
boys of St. Frank's., Henry St.John
returned with an up-to-date story of
his own trials and tribulations as a
fag et St.Basil's, the school he had
first written about a score of years
earlier and many times afterwards,
A quaint idea, still the world had
been in a state of upheaval, so why
shouldn't Henry St.John play tricks
with time?

The Realm as of yore specialised
in stories of football end ecricket end
some splendid ones appeared during its
second life. (, Malcolm Hincks and
Robert Murrey were among those who
contributed serials concerning the big
bell., John Nix Pentelow, writing as
Richard Rendolph, wrote several splendi
cricket stories, including "Smith of
Rocklandshire'"s; "Boy Bayley, Profes-
sional", and "Young Yardley'". Opinions
about him as a writer of St.Jim's and
Greyfriers stories differ, but when he
came to writing of the summer game in
his true identity no one will challenge
his supremacy. Proof that he was en
expert on the game came in many articlet
which were a fascinating record of foct
and figures.

Another memory of that Boys' Realm
at that period wes an attempt to revive
the once popular trio "Jack,Sam & Pete"




would have sent the eminent Victorian
into screeming hysterics. He took up
half the paper, & couple of mediccre
adventure stories accounting fcr ihe
rest.

"Pluck" (28~10-1922) bore no
resemblance to its famous predecessor,
but was frankly en attempt to dvplicate
the "Champion", Like most imitations,
it feiled, even if the reason is not
particularly obvious: The star attrac
tion was a detachable eight page sup-
plement, "The Ster Library", a picce
of hokum presumably to convince the
credulous reader that he got a hocuk
thrown in with the paper. DBut the
editor numbered the paogee stre!~1t
through, and they still emountca *o
the usual 28, "Pluck" had the som-
mendable hebit of neming both suihors
and ertists, who were headed by the
ubiquitous Briscoe, Valde, and Fred
Holmes, Arthur S. Hardy created
the Red Star Albion for the first
supplement, Paul Quinton begen "The
School in the Air", and three other
serials covered boxing, football, and
"The Crimson Secret".

Rewrites of fidm plots and
biographies of film stars were the
only fioction in the "Boy's Cinema"
(13-12-1919) - except & single saort
story reputedly by Stewart Roms - so
it is not strictly within our orbit.
But its popularity was only eclipsed
by Hitler, and as a memory-rouser it
is second to none. Who, without its
stimalus, would now think of Big Bill
Hart, the first of the "dead-ps."
gunmen, of Charles Ray, of Larry
of Ruth Roland, the Serisl Queen, ond
of Elmo Lincoln or Eddie Polo?  And
who on earth was '"thet great shor’
Carol Holloway? Omer's megic shadow
show is not nearly as ephemeral as that
whose candle is the electric arc. And
why did I not clutch the fame and
fortune of sterdom that the A.1l Cinema |
College offered me for & nominal sum? |
Probably because, no metter how nominal

Semon, |

i
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I hadn't the sum,’
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T heir creetor, S. Clarke Hook, was
dead, and they appeared under the name
Charles Malcolm., The stories had o
fairly long run but Pete wes Clarke
Hook's hhild and no one else could
adopt him and make him behave the same,
so those stories have been forgotten,
whilst the much older ones are still
sought after,

It would appear that the revived
Boys' Realm was another success, for
it ren in its lerge pink-paged form
for 432 weeks. Doubtless it had for
some time been finding heavy weather,
for it was then chenged to Magnet size
with & two-column cover. One who
vividly recaelled the coming of the
original No.l on a Saturday morning
way back in June 1901, looked at the
new effort, shook his head and said
mournfully, "The Boys' Realm is dead."
Possibly the powers that be did not
agree with him, the paper mesquerading
under the time-honoured title did
struggle on for a time, but with No.80
another chenge was mede, The pub-
lishers still obetinately tried to play
up the old name, for it was called
"Boys' Reaelm of Sport end Fiction", |
but obviously it wasn't intended to 1
carry on long with & name like thet.

I em uncertein what its fete really
was, but I have en idea it wes supposed
to be merged with the "Boys' Fevourite"
which started .a short cereer May 4th,
1929. As we know, old papers never
die, they are simply smelgemeated, Of
the best forgotten Boys' Realm (small
gseries) I'1l comment only on one series
of stories. They concerned the Blue
Crusaders. They were written not by
A, S. Herdy but by Edwy Searles Brooks.
With all respect to the gifted creator
of St.Franks, they made one who could
remember the first story of Herry
Ewing, Foulkes and Silwood Harborough
feal very sed. Once szein it proved
that o esuthor, no matter how brillient
can edopt successfully the characters
of eanother.

A few weeks after the reappearancc




E. Hulton and Co. Ltd, were then a
powerful cogbine controlling the "Deily
Sketoh" "Ideas" (do you remember
Thomas meybank's Imps?) and a chein of
provincial papers, and they made quite
a good job of their "Boys' Magozine"
(27-2-1922). Top of the bill was
Falcon Swift, the Sporting Detective,
whose name was evidently intended to
remain a Hulton copyright as the
stories were unsigned. From the in-
ternal evidence, I fancy the authorship
varied, Stenton Doyle's seriel,
"Dare-Devil Trent", mixed League foot-
ball with film sters, while Mr.Edward
Certer's father, John Hunter, began
"The Imre of the Lost Lend", which was
then something super-colossal in the
fentestic. It introduced & flying
submarine which wes tracked like a
tenk for lend work and - no kidding! -
could achieve @ full 80 miles en hour
in the air. The smell pink paper
evidently caught on, for eight months
later Hulton's introduced its running-
mate, "Palg".

I have a good reason for remember-
ing this, because I had used the title
a few weeks before for 2 hectographed
school magazine I tried to produce.
For one of the feature stories I un-
blushingly appropriated e detective
with a super-normel sense of smell from,
I think, the "Scout", while my chief
aide concocted a nightmare of a bosrd-
ing school, the denizens of which
"lived and breathed end hed their being"
in a world of itching powder, sneezing
powder, ink squirts, booby traps end
bloody noses. There was something
wrong with my boiling of the gelatine
mixture: the top skin kept peeling
end William Caxton had considerably
less trouble with "The Recuyell of the
Historyes of Troye'": then I hed with
"pale". I was evidently no budding
Bill Gander, for I was so disgusted
with the arduors of production thet I
delayed work on No.2, and before I got
round to it Hulton's pinched my title -
not thet it did them much good!

" when exectly a year old.,
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of the YBoys' Reelm" came two new
publications. "The Preirie Library"
and "The Robin Hood Library', both
published by the Amelgemated Press. At
first, if memory serves me, they each
pppeered with two numbers at intervals
of a fortnight, but soon beceme weekliesg
They were pocket size at 13d and all
the illustrations were in colour. As
exemples of colour printing, however,
they compared very unfevourebly with
the picturesque Aldine "Dick Turpin"
and "Cleude Duval" covers of many ycars
earlier. These two were under the
editorship of J.N.Pentelow, and one
could discern his hand in some of the
stories. A veritable whale for work,
Pentelow. (Our Jim Southway must have
been teught in his school.)

Shortly afterwards these two were
joined by the "Detective Library"
slightly larger in sizw, and with the
gome crude colour printing. It had
an array of detectives, including :
Sexton Blake, Nelson Lee, Dere Clyde,
and Gordon Gray, the latter a reborn
Mexwell Scott sleuth of the '90's.

Lven these popular fevourites could
not give it long life, for it died

At the smme
time, the twins, the Preirie end the
Robin Hood Libraries eccompanied it
into the densely populated greveyard
of boys' weeklies. Once agein, though
there was no funeral note, insteesd the
heralding of "Nugget Teekly" a trio of
papers at the price of one, Alas!
the blood didn't mix, for despite
trydng a change in size, it lasted
only 34 weeks., TWhat did they say
this time? Amalgemation with the
Marvel, e veteran of. eighteen years,
but fated to die in a little over a
yeer.

Turning back the peges I find that
on May 17, 1919, Jjust a little before
the sdvent of the Prairie and the Robin
Hood, came "Cheerio". Now, this one
has me beaten, for though I probably
gsow ir durins its run I have not seen
one since. I have a dim recollection




"pals" (9-10-1922) wes the same .
gize as '"Ideas" and, therefore, the
largest of the covered weeklies of the
period, but it wes bottled from the
seme cask as the "Boys' Meg." It geve
potted biogrephies and photogrephs of
its euthors, elthough it did not think
" its artists, smong whom was Fred
Bennett, worth mentioning. John Hunter
Robert Blake, Jack Crichton and Derry
Sweden were from the "B.M," steble, but
there was an interloper. There was &
surprieing outbreek of literacy among
professional footballers and film sters
in the eerly 'twenties. I know that
John Hunter ghosted a story for Jock
Rutherford of the Arsene], but nothing
-except my low, suspicious naturc
promptes my feeling that "The Adventures
of Tom Mix" were not, e&s claimed,

"By Himself." Fleet Street wos so
cluttered up with fictional detectives-
that striking & new note must have been
quite a problem. Nevertheless, Fobert
Bleke produced Doctor Sinister, o

. malarie-raveged pathologist, aided by
the usuel boy end & dumb Semitic with
o disconcerting habit of jumping three
floors down a steircase well in his
haste to enswer his master's whistle.

I don't meen he wes dumb to be so keen
to get to work: his tongue had been
removed in an Eastern temple. John
Hunter can point forward to Korea end
say: "I told you so in 1922!" for his
"Wolves of Doom" dealt with & Yellow
Plot to Subdue the BEerth" - although
en unkind finger could possibly point
back to that esrlier Yellow Peril scare
which seems to be remembered only in
connection with Gold Flake cigorettes,

Confirmation that I should not
make a succeseful boys' editor is
afforded by "Adventure" (17-9-1921),
the "Rover" (4-3-1922) end the "Wizard"
(23-9-1922). I reed them, although
not for long, and they madd so little
impression thet my only memory wes of
the "reel glossy photos" they presented
They were not so greatly different to
the everege peper of the times,although
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of a serial with a queint title
something like "He Fell in Love with
Violet Hepson."  Violet, I might men-
tion for the benefit of the younger
generation, being the Mergaret Lockwood
of her dey. If that story wes typical
of the contents of "Cheerio" maybe it
ween't really e peper for boys. .
Anyway, I don't think it brought much
cheer to its publishers, for its pretty
certain it was another of the short-
lived ones.

"Young Britein" was still another
new peper which sew the light before
half of 1919 hed run its course.

No.l eppeared June 1lth, Megnet-size
it was for most of its run a rether
sedate sort of paper, something akin
to "Chums'". Some of its stories were
reprints, one rcppearing as "Just Doys
end Girls", having previously been in
"Chips" under the title "The School
Bell". Its euthor was H. J. Garrish,
who in his more than 50 years with the
A.P. has writtcn stories under meny
nemes . ‘

"Young Britein", though it had a
run of 232 numbers in e first series,
end 33 in & second, never secemed to .
make much of & stir,

Just before the close of the seme
year came the Boys' Cinema, on
December 13th. A decided success
this, for it ren on unperturbed, and
very little changed in appearance, _
until the calamity of Mey 1940 when it
wos mowed down after 1063 appecarances.

1920 would appear to have been @
quiet year, for, apart from Nugget
Weekly, elready mentioned, I have only
a note of "Sports for Doys", another
which quickly pessed into obscurity.

September 17, 1921, saw the start
of a war from across the border. At
the stert it did not ceause such a stir
as did the stesaling of the Coronation
Stone neer 30 yecars later, but in the
little world of boys'! weeklies it wes
destined to rock the foundations of
Fleetway House. The '"secret weapon"
ceme in. the form of a psper colled




the seeds of thet development into the
crudely sensational end fentastic were
present even then. Certainly I did
not guess that they would outsell the
older papers, or that when the "Megnet"}
"Gem", "Boy's Friend" and "Boy's Realm"
were mere memories they would remein sas
virtuel monopolists.  Without descend-
ing inte. cyniciem, I cennot explsin it,
while Orwell's claim that their later
issues were technicelly superior to

the "Magnet" will never cease to smaze
me. The peak age for reeding them is
twelve, and any psychologist will egree
thet their continual harping on the
megical and supernatural is thoroughly
pernicious to what should be the de-
veloping minds of their reeders.
However, as G.W.M, Reynolds used to

put it, to proceed. Dixon Hawke was

a "natural" to be the main feeture of
"Adventure", whike the "Rover" provided
possibly the only exception to the
Thomson rule of not neming suthors with
Arthur Grimsdell, another of those
literary footballers, aided by Charles
Mervies, given es being responsible for
"The Traitors of the Team". "Invisible
Dick" felt strange sensations after
sniffing & 2000 year old bottle and
seid: "Looks as if I hed become
invisible - but that's all bosh."
wes! - and shocking English, too!
centre-spread of comic strips was
featured in the "Wizard" which other-
wise ran in the seame groove.

For about 150 years the two trump
cards in crime were Bick Turpin and
Jack Shepperd. Newnes decided to play
them both together in the "Black Bess
Library

It
A

", perheps not realising that
the world had moved on from picquet to
bridge. "The Headless Horsemen", the
Turpin main story, was a reprint from
en old Aldinc, somewhat "mucked about",
I believe., It is still quite & good
story, but the serial, "The Adventures
of Jack Shepperd" bristles with ridicu-
lous and unnecesseary liberties with -~ .}
fact., Diminutive Jack becomes tollj
his master, Owen Wood, is displeced by
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"Adventure" fired by D.C.Thomson & Co.
Other "rockets" were to come at regular
intervals. Hitherto, the organisation
built up by Alfred Hermsworth had been
all powerful. Many a rivel hed dared
to throw down the geuntlét only to fail
dismally, but here at long last wes a
challenge it wasn't going to be easy

to repel.

"Adventure" wasn't my idea of a
boys' weekly. The stories might have
been excellent, but, in my opinion,
one wants more than merely stories.
Brought up on the Boys' Friend end
pepers of a similar celibre, & paper
should have a friendly editor, interest
ing articles, and plenty of intimate
information about the authors and the
artists., What should we have to telk
and write about if we knew nothing
about the contributors to our own per-
ticular favourites? Just fancy if we
had never heard of Henry St.John,
Mexwell Scott and David Goodwin, How
much less interesting life would have
been if we had never known so intimately
Frank Richards, Edwy Searles Brooks,

C. H. Chepmen end others who meen go
much to us. No 0ld Boys' Book Club,
no magazines, no friendships formed,
wouldn't that have been largely the
position if all the publishers hed
insisted on the cloack of anonymity
demanded by the House of D.C.Thomson.
But doubtless they could afford to.
smile at my sentiment, seeing
"Adventure" and others from the same
steble are still running whilst several
of the kind T defend didn't travel far
from the sterting post. Nevertheless,.
I'm unrepentant. ;

Now just three months after th
launching of "Adventure" ceme "School
end Sport", that disastrous venture
of H. A. Hinton's., Another challenge
to Fleetway House here end particulerly
the papers he used to control, the Gem
and the Magnet. TWhat a hope!l It was
doomed from the stert. Not even the
generous help of Frank Richards could
keep it going more than seven weeks,

L)




a John Rootss; the author achieves the"
considerable feat of lifting Wild's
house cleer across the O0ld Dailey;
Jonathan became 'the official heed of
the police force"!!l! and the esuthor's
delusions of grandeur elevate both Wild
and Dlueskin into gigantic figures.
Such liberties with & folk hero's sage.
should have been punished by the pillory
In any cese, highwaymen were following
the once popular historicel, military
and se& stories into oblivion. . The
atomic age was dawning, with the meni-
fold mysteries of wireless, flight end
inter-plenetary journeys to divert the
rising generation. Newnes soon found
thet the horse-pistol could not compete
with the death ray.

The L.P. had two further ventures
in the shepe of "Sports for Boys"
59-10-1920) end "Sport and Adventure"

29-4-1922) which I find more interest-
ing now than I did them.  The first
wes hardly & story peper, as the fiction
wes limited to "Lords and Rats; A Tale
of an 0l1d School and @ New One", by
R.S. Warren Bell, the former editor of
the "Captein". Instructional articles
on running by A, G. Hill, boxing by
Georges Cerpentier snd football by
Sam Herdy, with a life of Jack Dempsey
end a couple of pages on Scouting
accounted for most of the space.
second was & Pentelow beanfeast, as
J.N.P. revicwed the cricket sesson of
1922, "Jack North" had a long-complete
titled "Football Foes", end "Richerd
Rendolph" kicked off & series on
"Young Sheriff Fist-Fight". Aill these
received & hearty boost in the Editorial
and, remembering what happened with the
"Gem" end the "Magnet", it makes me
wonder if he was the editor. Eric W.
mTownsend had one of his Yukon series
and the greatest surprise of the lot
wes to find Booth Tarkington's "Penrod"
being serialised in a psper with such a
title.,

So near the teil-end of my period
that I am not even aware that Lthen read

The

Guy Rayner,had he been living, would
have been inclined to sympathise. y

Odhems also had a go in October
with 2. short-lived "Boys Pictorial",

o very undistinguished efforts end
‘one completely forgotten to-day.

Came 1922 and "The Champion" on
Jenuary 28th. Now here was my ideal
+boys' weekly ~ adventure stories,
packed with thrills, school stories,
off the trail stories but not too
fantagstic, articles, competitions,
crcdit for euthors end ertists, inti-
mete chat pege by @ real live friendly
editor. As has been told in our
poges by that editor himself, the peper
made o sensational debut, end all was
well in the "Chempion" section of
Fleetway House. Y

Quickly, however, Thomsons atruck
agein, for on Merch 4th they gave
" pdventure" a compenion, the "Rover".
It wes almost identical in formet, and,
well, it's still running.

Things were indeed lively about
this time, for a few weeks later
Fleetway House hit back with Sport end
Adventure (April 29th)., It was
stated to be a successor to the long--
lived Marvel, Pentelow was in control
end once again he wes not content to
merely occupy the editorial chair, for
he wrose almost every story in No.l.
Ales! eppareatly his leisurely style,
with its character drawing, did not
appeal, for the paper lived only six
months .

Here I must go back a little, for
I find thot it was at the end of
February that another competitor hod
entered the field - B, Hulton & Co.
They edded to the boys' woeklics
"Boys! Megezine". It was smaller in
page size and had & not very attractivg
pink cover. The majority of the
stories during its run were of the
quick fire fantastic type. It lasted
ebout seven years, pert of it in the
Whands of Flectway House.

In October, 1922, Fleetwey House

it was '"the biggest story weekly in the
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world" - "The Rocket" (17-2-1923)., Tt
was obviously & reply to the Thomson
competition, and while it named both
suthors and artists, most of them were
strangers, although the editor mede
quite a splash that he was employing
professionals only end not working off
contributions by film stars or foot-
bellers. He hed a tilt, too, at the
invisible men, mesmerists end "world-
famous detectives" of school age who
infested the rivel pepers end laid down
o commendeble progremme for himself,
Nevertheless, the influence of the
rising threat wes plaein to see, and the
programme was not adhered to. Not
that it mattered to me. By the time
the short-lived "Rocket" had burned out,
I had passed on from boys' pepers.

There are geaps in my gellery of
No.l's, notably those of the "Chempion",
"School and Sport" and "Young Britein",
but the one that puzzles me may not
even exist. A suspicion keeps nagging
et my memory that there was another
paper which is not shown in the list
in the 1947 "Annuel"., When "Fun and
Fiction" was running, my staple
fictionel fare was Homeless Hector
and Constable Cuddlecook: when the
"Fun and Fiction" stories were re-
printed in the "Bullseye", I know quite
well that I did not reed them. Yet
I have @ cleer recollection of such
stories as '"The Phantom of Cursitor
Fields", "The House of Thrills" end
"Secrets of Stonemoor", and en even
clearer recollection of Wakefield's
illustrations. Indeed, when I sew
"Bullseye" for the first time a few
monthe ago, I was astonished to find
how vividly some of the pictures had
been imprinted on my mind's eye. If
I could only clear up my suspicion
that there was a paper which used the
same material over sgain in the
1919-22 period, I should have satis-
fectorily rounded off my post-war
porada.

=000 =

Rocket @8 e companion to the Champion
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of the seme name had passed out during
the war, after a healthy existence, but
this new paper was in no way like its
nameseke. Actually it came because of
the success of the "Champion", It had
the same editor, and the stories were on
gimilar lines, Later, however, it
cashed in on the new wonder - broadcast-
ing. It also chamged all its peges to
brown. :

The same month sew Jack's Paper.
This made very little stir, very few can
remember what it was like, end only e
handful of copies remain in existence.
This is not surprising as it lived less
then six months. . real gamble, running
e boys' weekly.

February 14th, 1953, broucht the

and Pluck. The page size wes slightly
longer, and the stories rather more
fantastic. About the same time "Young
Britain" ceme under the same dynemic
editorial control of F,Addington Symond%
On the surfece it would eppear that all
was woll at Fleetway House,

But weit & moment, In October
Thomson's retaliated with the "Yanguard"
to range elongside "Adventure" and the
"Rover. Then strange things begen to
happen, Within 2 few months "Pluck",
the "Rocket" and "Young DBritein" were
dead, end where the "Chemplon' was con-
cerned the order had apparently gone
forth, "Model it on the lines of those
Thomson papers." This was too much
for Addington Symonds who was proud of
his first-born. He left the editorial
chair and Fleetway House.

Well, the Chempion is still in
existence end almost o cérbon copy of
its rivels, so I suppose the policy
peid dividends, »nd well, meybe I
shouldn't have made a sueceessful editor
seeing I thought that the Champion es
it wae in the beginning wes everything
o paper for boys should be.

Just one more peper I'll mention
before I close this survey., Scptember
6th, 1924, just short of five yeors




efter the armistice, Fleetway House brought out the "Triumph". There wes scme
Justification for this title for it remn until that unlucky month of May of 1940,
814 numbers in ell. It cen perhaps be best described es "in-between" the
Chempion es it wes in the beginning, end the Thomsons.
nemes. Thet was something to ite oredit, even though it didn't give much news
ebout them, ‘

Well, there's a review, in no way complete, of the activity in the first
few years after the first wer. It's e story of successful venture, some
feilures, end one or two fiasscces. At enyrate, the publishers did try to give
the boy of the period something worth while to look forwerd to each week.
Which is more then cen be said in these days of lurid, storyless, ebsurdly-
nemed Americen “comics'.

000

It did give the authors

PRE-SEXTON BL.KE STORIES (Cont'd from p.62)

Story Author
21. Foes of the Czar Singleton Pound
22, Under the Northern Lights Alec G. Pearson
23, On Strike! m, G. Dowling Maitland
24. Boerd School to Varsity Trigstram K. Monck
25, The Skull Orchid T, C. Bridges

26, i Merked Men Arthur S. Hardy
27. The Black Mesk Herbert Mexwell
28, Cock of the School Reginald Wray
29, Bugler Bob, V,C.. R. Winter-Gale

30. The Sunken Island Tenton ash

31. The Hunter Scouts Merk Darran
32, The Patn of Honour 8. Clarke Hook
33, On the Trail Ellis Ellsen

34, Jim the /xeman T, C., Bridges
35, King of the Wrestlers Peter Pengarth
36, Ice Island T. C, Bridges
3T7. Quarrymen All Dudley Brand

38. Running the Geuntlet Cecil Hayter
39, Chums of the Neptune Alec G. Peerson
40. The Burning Valley John Stanton
41. The Pirates of Algiers Edger Pickering
42. The Trumpet Coll Alec G, Pearson
43, Cold Steel Merk Derren

44, A Tyrent end o Bully -

45. The Spy Cecil Hayter
46, Diver Dick Herwert Chandos
47. The Black Jaguar T, ¢, Bridges
48, The Circle of Silence Cecil Heyter

49. £500 Reward T. O Bridges

50, The Hidden Peril Mex Hamilton

52. The Bendit Chief Edger Pickering

54. Dave's Double Reginald Wray

55. The Black Knight John Stenton  (Con'd on p.

56. Bold Buccaneers W. Murrey Greydon (Contd.on p.29)
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“Harryy, Wharton, Captain of the Remove”

By Roger M. Jenking —

‘The Magnet and the Gem were such remesrkeble papers, unique in so many ways,
thet they may perhaps seem at times more fitting to be objects of veneration
then of criticism. Nevertheless, ss Greyfriars and St.Jim's were such close
rivele of each other, e comparison of the two schools becomes a fescineting
subject to embark upon, It is not difficult to perceive that there was a
different atmosphere at eech school.. This distinction ceme about, not by
chence, but by the deliberate intentidn of the author, Charles Hamilton, and it
was accomplished by o scrupulous care in charscterisetion. = As en instence of
this, it is only necessary to compare the charecters of Tom Merry and Herry
Wharton,

It would have been inconceiveble to heve interchanged these two characters.,
They would just not have fitted in st eech other's school. Tom Merry, the
foundation stone of the Gem, #8 it were, was @ bright, geniel, open-hearted lad
those only fault was that he was too easy-going. It is imposseible not to like
him, end it is equelly impossible not to be able to see why he was such e great
attroction in the esrly deys of the paper. The editor once comforted & resder
by edvising him not to be too worried if he could not echieve everything that
Tom Merry had achieved, but suggested he mede o resolve not to do enything that
Tom Merry wouldn't have done. This was excellent edvice, yet when 21l was
said and done onc could not help wondering whether Tom Merry's oharacter had
not been delineated in that single sentence, and that there wes now nothing
more to be seid. He wes, in short, & model.

Certeinly no editor ever commended his reeders to cmulate Harry harton!
Yet there can be no doubt that his cherecter was drewn the more truly to life.
From No.l of the Megnet to No.1683 one is continually confronted by him, some-
times & rebel, more often upholding authority, but never for one instent any-
thing cither disreputeble or priggish. Though he was not alweays the centre of
attraction, his charescter never once foiled to ring the bell. In short, he
wes £ reel boy. There cen be no higher preise for sn esuthor.

The first description we heve of Herry Wharton occurs in Magnet No,1. -
"He was o well-built led, firmly developed, strong, end active. Hendsome
indeed wes the face, with its well merked features snd dork eyes. DBut there
was 2 cloud upon it, and in the derk eyes was #» glint of suspicion snd defiance
His uncle end guerdien, Colonel Wharton, heving errived home ‘from India and
found his nephew running wild, hed decided he must go to school at Greyfriers,
the Colonel's old school. The boy declared passionately he would never go,
but with a cheracteristic touch the Colonel said he would not escort him there
if Herry geve his word that he would proceed there on his own. (Bven in the
first chapter of the Mognet, his character is finely skctcheds whetever else
his faults, hc hes a high sense of honour). The rest of the early story is
well-known to most llognet recdcrs: Wharton met Nugent on the trein, and had o
fight with him -~ en episode which Billy Bunter subsequently always dclighted to
recally TWherton later pulled Nugent out of the Sark, but rcpulsed his offer
of friendship; he shered Study No.l with Nugent, Bunter, and Buls$rodes
Nugent then rescued Wharton from o footped and they struck up 2 friemdship;

Bob Cherry arrived end, when chellenged, thrashed Harry “Tharton in a boxing-match;
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end eventuelly they beceme the best of friends, mnd Wharton wrested the
captaincy of the Remove from Bulstrode. He was indeed 2 novel hero.

The decision to create a hero of this calibre was an astonishing one,
certeinly one which does not eppear to have been risked by any author of boys'
stories before or since. As Cherles Hamilton himself says, "Harry Wherton's
cheracter was drawn from life: and to tell you the truth, I was & little
dubious about it et first, but finelly decided to depict him just as he wass
for after all, there were plenty of faultless heroes sbout, snd resl human
nature hes an appeanl, It is certeinly possible to be very much attached to
e friend who may heve quite serious faults which mey sometimes ceuse rifts in
the lute. Moreover, there was, in Wharton's character, one of those morasl
lessons which Frenk Richards couldn't help pessing on to his younger readers.
Everybody, I suppose, hes known o fellow who has o slight disposition to sulk,
ond mistake it for righteousness. This tendency cen be cured if token early
enoughs and it scemed to me thet Whoarton's little weoknesses might be more
instructive than complete goodness which, I fesr, generally fails to ring the
beXl"

Here lies one of the main secrets of success of a writer of school
stories -~ to have a well-defined morel code, combined with humen cherecters
who do not always menege to live up to it; thec resder cen thus easily associate
himself with the cheracters. To quote Charles Homilton egein, "It has elways
seemed to me thet a man ought mot to write o story ot o1l unless he feels thet
it may be to some extent useful, as well ns entertaining to young readers
whose characters ere in the process of formation." It wes the use of this
formula that was directly responsible for the three greetest series in the
whaele of the Megnet's thirty-two year run., Ind, as wes only fitting, they -
all centred upon Herry “harton.

The first of these wes published in 1925 in liegnets Nos.879 - 888, and
was reprinted in Schoolboys' Owns Nos. 287, 259, & 261. Mr.Quelch set the °
keynote of the series when he remerked: "I have always been somewhat interested
in you, Wharton, beceuse you ere » boy with & strong snd very decided character
whether for good or evil. In your neture, the good predominetes - I sm sure
of that. But you must be very careful, Wharton. You are lieble to be hesty,
hot-headed, self-willed, and having recklessly taken the wrong path, to persist
in it from sheer wilful obstinecy." The occasion of this solemn warning was
the beginning of Herry Wharton's first fo1l from grece. There wes nothing
new in the theme of a2 hero's finding himself in disfevour through being falsely
accused; but this series rose far above thet. Step by step, we are shown
exactly how Harry T/herton, through the dcfects in his own character, lost the
esteem of the Remove and the mesters. This wes indeed tragedy of o high order
and merked a stertling advence over eny school storics thot hed hitherto been
written by Charles Hemilton or any other outhor.

Billy Bunter wes the misghief-meker, end it wes his unplecsent habit of
prying that begen the trouble®. He rced o letter from Colonel "Tharton which
=POOTNOTIL. It is interesting to note how redicelly Billy Bunter chenged., In
the early deys of the Magnet, he wes practically inoffensive, his chief
attribute being short-sightedness, not corpulence. His favourite remark was
"I'm sincerely sorrxry." Leter, he beceme grosser in all respects, snd during
the 'twenties he wes ot his most unpleesant stege. In the 'thirties, he.was
almost likeable and certainly at his most amusing.
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Herry had shewn in confidence to his friends, eand accordingly when the subject
matter of the letter beceme known in the Remove, Herry blemed his friends
unjustly for reveeling e confidence. Through vaerious incidents, the split was
complete, and he spent part of his Christmes holidays with the Bounder in Frence,
end the remainder with Jimmy Silver. Bunter continued the bad work by destroy-
ing e conciliatory telegrem from Herry Wherton to Frenk Nugent, end leter, when
they all returned to school, he destroyed one of Wharton's impositions, thus
ceusing lir., Quelch to think it had never been written. The fect that Bunter
was responsible for 21l these misdeeds eventually beceme knowm, but it was then
too 'late to repeir the demage they hed ceused. Such was Harry Wharton's
stubborn nature that, although the truth wes nearly elweys revesled, by that
time he had ususlly committed himself too fer, and wes too proud to withdrew.
These incidents illustrete clesrly the mexim thet it is not events thet mould
our future, but our re.ctions to those events.

When his last friend, leuleverer, hed turned egeinst him, Herry Wherton
found some solace in frequenting low resorts to pley billierds, but it wes
ineviteble thet he would be caught, since he disdeined to use ceutiong the
ineviteble happened, end lfr.Quelch requested his expulsion., The Heed sgreed,
but when he later visited Vharton in the punishment-room, he decided to give
him o second chence, for he hed shrewdly divined that ‘harton hed com: to see
the stupidity of his folly end the effect his expulsion would have on his aunt
end uncle. The Herd had not been troubled so greatly by Whartonts misdcmesn-~
purs, but lfr. Quelch, who perheps slso lacked the touch of penetrating wisdom
thet his chief possessed, found he could only scquiesce in silent rage, and'.
Wherton discovered that he had to win his form-mester's respect enew, Neédless
to say, he did, end this remerkable series ended on ¢ note of restored harmony.
Not since the lMegnet begen had its reeders been treeted to such o brillient
character-study, not only of "horton himself, but of his friends and mesters
es well. This series is also noteworthy in enother respect; it is the fore-
runner of the Golden Age of the lMegnet. The ingenuous early stories with their
indefineble cherm ere now repleced by more dynemic stories, with much greater
emphesis on charecter end plot-construction.

It is sometimes elleged thet Charles Hemilton's plots ere too often
repsated. It 1s true that one cen trace the same theme in meny of his stories,
but what 1s msually overlooked is the fect thet the repetition generally in-
volved & different school; end most of the time the interval between the first
end second use of the plot wes such that enother gunerstion had come nlong to
teke the plaece of the former readers. Be this es it mey, however, Yhe yeer
1932 saw the publication of enother series feeturing Herry “"harton as a rebel.,
This series was published in Megnets Nos. 1285 to 1296, and wes reprinted in
Nos. 331,334,337, & 340 of the Schoolboys! Own Library (though collectors who
have the reprinted version should be werned thet the conclusion therein is
entirely different from the originel version, #nd wes presumably written by
the editor in order not to exceed the limited space eveileble).

There is no need to trace in any deteil the incidents in the second series.
If enything, we are made to see even morc cleerly herc thet the trogedy ceme
about through Wharton's pride, hesty temper, ond self-righteousness. There wes
8 good deel of truth in Skinner's jJibe thet Wherton considered himself to be the
Great Penjandrum of the Remove. As the suthor himself remarks in this con-
nextion: "Are there not many fellows who, being assured thet they know best,
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ere liable to become a little overbearing?"‘ The truth of this is cleerly
shown., Loder sent Bunter down to the Cross Keys with a message, end when
Bunter was caught the prefect advised him to keep silent on the whole matter.
Accordingly,Bunter, knowing full well that Loder would deny everything, hcld
his peace., When the Head was about to administer a public flogging, however,
Wharton stepped forwerd end declared thet Bunter was only a tool in the affeir.
Bunter was too terrified to tell the truth, and he was accordingly flogged.
But Wharton hed earned the enmity of Loder, and the stern disepproval of
Mr. Quelch for making what he considered & baseless accusation. Once again,
Herry Wharton lost the respect of his friends, he goaded lMr.Quelch beyond
endurance, and found Loder bent on getting him expelled. In one respect,
however, as Eric Fayne has pointed out, there is a difference, and that is thet
in this series Wharton was unjustly suspected of being a:blackguard, whereas in
the first series he actuelly went pub-heunting. This series therefore preeentd
Wharton's character more truly than the esrlier one; it is aleo extremely
well-written, and technically fer superior to the other. Yot in snite of thesd
adventages, it is difficult not to prefer the eerlier series, mainly, perheps,
because it had e really fine conclusion that wes not at all artificiel or
forced, whereas the leter series concluded with e reconcilietion between
Mr. Quelch and Wharton when they were both in denger of being drowned after
having been cut off by the tide. There is en impression thet the problem
was too easily resolved by this fortuitous occurrence, wheress in the eerlier
series Harry harton's restoration to favour wes not brought ebout by chance
et all, Still, there is no neced to be hypercriticel in comparing the tw 3
let it suffice to say that there wes only one other series in the Megnet of
sufficient merit to rivel either of them.

~ One may unhesitatingly declare that this third series was the greatest of
them 211, It eppeared in 1935, in Megnets Nos. 1422 to 1433. Here we were
introduced to Relph Stecey, & distant relative of Wharton's, nnd exactly like °
him in appearance. Stacey wes an excellent crickcter, and e good scholar, but
he was & thorough hypocrite in that he indulged in such forbidden pastimes as
gembling and smoking in secret, whilst pretending to disepprove of them. He
was seen from time to time entering such resorts as "The Three Fishers", but it
wag olways impossible for the Heed to decide which of the doubles wee the
culprit. Once agein, Horry Wherton lost fevour with Mr., Quelch, though Stecey
wes not entirely to blame for this, but in this series the Femous Five stuck
together for most of the time, end Wharton never beceme the outcast he had been
in the other two series, This wes on sdventege in thet it mede the story seem
more restrained, and the reader was thus enebled to revel in the remifications
of the plot without the feelings of intenme pity and poignent regret that the
two earlier series aroused. One need hardly add that Stacey wes eventually
shown up, and he left Greyfriers.

Charles Hemilton, mentioning the Stacey series, writes: "The idea wes to
impress on the youthful mind the lesson that even en ettractive fellow with
considereble physicel and mental gifts just comes to grief if he cannot keep
straight, Herry Wharton in the seme series hes meny feults of temper which

- ———

*'OOTNOTE: The aufhor also states thet he worked out the seme idee, though
in a very different form, in the character of Iovell 2t Rookwood.

(24)




often nlace him et » digadventege. but he is elweys decent st heert and that

pulls him through a2ll hie troublee in the end. I have never liked the idea of
sermonizing young people: but it has always seemed to me that e writer for
youth should merge some morel hints imperceptibly into hie story...... though
certeinly not to the extent of meking it unreedable, as meny writers in my own
boyhood unhappily did."

There need have been no anxiety that the stories about Stacey might prove
unreadable., During this series, the desire in our household to read the next
instalment was so great that my sister wes regularly despatched to the news-
egents on Frideys to preveil upon them to let us have our copy in advance of
publication. She then returned triumphently with the Megnet, and proceeded to
read it, tearing off the pages end hending them to my brother as she read them,
and he in his turn handed them to me when he had finished with them. Twven
then, it had not alweys completed its rounds, for later in the day my father
could sometimes be seen impetiently ettempting to re-srrange the dissected frag-
ments, and reproachfully suggesting that gs he poid the newsegents' bills we
might mansge to leeve the periodicels intact upon future occasions. I regret
to add that we were not able to comply with this suggestion until the Stacey
series had ended.

Such, then, were the three finest series in the Magnet. Perhaps one of
the grestest tributes to the author wes his ebility to make us recognise the
depravity of Wharton's conduct, whilst at the same time letting us sce that he
wes 8till the hero of the story and that our sympathics still lay with him,
Charles Hamilton, more than any other writer of his kind, had the ability to
pose moral questions like these in an interesting end compelling menner. It
would, however, be very misleading to imply thet all series starring Harry-
Wharton portrayed him @8 rebellious and intractable as thesc three series did
at times. As instences of other topics, older readers may prefer that famous
occasion when it was finelly decided thet the Remove did not have to fag for.
the Sixth; younger readers may prefer the de Coste scries, in which Harry
Wharton showed the plessanter ond more accustomed side of his nature (lagnets
Nos.1059 to 10673 Schoolboys' Own Nos.195,197, & 199); whilst readers of my
generetion probably prefer the stories sbout Herry Wharton as the Swot of the
Remove (Megnets Nos. 1255 to 12593 Schoolboys' Owns Nos.289 & 292).

Greyfriars had many adventeges over St.Jim's; it had a single hero on
whom we could focus all our attention insteed of heving to divide it between
the triumvirate composed of Tom ilerry, Blake, and Figgins; there were far fewer
imitation stories in the Magnet than in the Gem; the minor charecters at Grey-
friars were far better presented then were their counterparts st St.Jim's, e.g.
compare Skinner end Hezejdene with Mellish end Gore; the euthor wrote most of
his best Greyfriers stories efter 1931, ofter which time he virtually ceased
to write St.Jim's stories; but ebove 211, Greyfriers had a hero with failings,
a boy whose cheracter seemed so true to life.

Let there be no mistoke, Harry Wharton wes the sccret of the Magnet's
success, not Billy Bunter. Bunter ettracted the younger readers, and indeed
& great meny of his antics ere celculsted to make even adults laugh 2loud, but
he wes very seldom the star of the story. Sometimes he was the mischief-meker,
sometimes his hewits of peeping end prying were used to further the machinery
of the plot, but he was in eny case seldom more then en accessory. Harry
Wherton was the pivot on which the Megnet turned, and there is not & Greyfriers
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story in which he feils to commend our ettention. He wes undoubtedly the
greatest character ever drewn by Cherles Hamilton, end it is pleasing to
reflect that the vicissitudes of his cereer formed the mein topic of his euthor
finest work. Certeinly no character in the Magnet was so consistently the
fevourite of so many readers in wach generation es Herry "/harton, the Captain
of the Remove,

THE GREYFRIARS HER.ALD (FIRST SERIES)
Notes; ~ 18 issues only all et $d eech. White covers. Contents 20 pages.

" No.ls 20.11.15. The Pride of the Ring (Seriel) by Mark ILinley.
Adventures of Herlock Sholmes by Peter Todd.

No.l. The Adventure of the Diamond Pins.

The Swindled Schoolboy (St.Jim's) by Herry Wharton

Nos2. 27.11.,15. The Pride of the Ring (Serial) by Merk Linley.
Adventures of Herlock Sholmes by Peter Todd.
No.2. The Case of the Biscuit Tin.
Catching Pish (Greyfriars) by Geo. Bulstrode.

Noe3. 4.12,15. The Pride of the Ring (Serial) by Merk Linley.
Adventures of Herlock Sholmes by Peter Todd.
No.3. The Bound of the Haskervilles.
Playing & Part (Creyfrisrs) by Dick Reke.

N6.4. 11,12,15. The Pride of the Ring (Seriel) by Mark Linley
Adventures of Herlock Sholmes by Peter Todd
No.4. The Freckled Hand.
Police Constable Wibley (Greyfriers) by Johnny Bull.

No.5. 18.12.15. The Pride of the Ring (Serial) by Merk Linley.
Adventures of Herlock Sholmes by Peter Todd.
No.5. The Sign of Forty-Four.
Fishy's Cat Colony 'Greyfrisrs) by Dick Russell.
The C1iff House Metch (Greyfrisrs) by Clere Trevlyn.

Nos6. 25.12.15., The Pride of the Ring (Serisl) by Merk Linley.
Adventures of Herlock Sholmes by Peter Todd.
No.6. The Death of Sholmes.
Blinker's Reformation (Greyfriars) by Bob Cherry.

Nos7. 1o 1,16. The Pride of the Ring (Serial) by Mark Linley.
Adventures of Herlock Sholmes by Peter Todd.
No.7. The Return of Herlock Sholmes.
The Box for Bunter (Greyfriars) by Dick Russell.
Squiff's Snap-Shot (Greyfriars) by Frank Nugent.

No.8. 8. 1.16. The Pride of the Ring (Serial) by Merk Linley.
Adventures of Herlock Sholmes by Peter Todd.
No.8. The Missing llother-in-Law.
The Stunt of the Seeson (Greyfriars) by Dick Reke.

(Contd. on pe35)
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“The Hero of the Skhell”

By Efic Fayne i

TOil MERRY wes the first of the greet schoolboy heroes who were destined to
remain young for ever while the men 'snd women who edmired them grew older and
older. Long before Herry Wharton arrived sulky and spoiled at Greyfriarss
ages before Jimmy Silver advised his pals to "Keep Smiling"; meny moons before
Nipper went to St. Frank's; twenty-five years before the Rio Kid rode the
renges or King of the Islands sailed the sees, Tom Merry errived at Clavering
School in his velvet suit, eccompanied by his doting guerdien, liiss Fawcett.
True, Jack Blake, Figgins, and Gussy were on the scene et St. Jim's some months
defore Tommy put in an appesrsnce, but none of these wes in the seme schoolboy
leader class as Tom Merry.

CH:RACTER

Critics of Tom Merry have suggested that he wes too perfect,- that e
fellow who was honest, streightforwerd, unselfish, snd truthful just did not
exist outside the pages of the "Gem". If that is the case, it is a wicked
world indeed. "Yes," add the critics, "It IS a wicked world!"

Do you remember thet fine story "Shoulder to Shoulder", in which Tom lMerry
and Gussy stood Ly the latter's brother, Welly, when he was persecuted by
Mr. Selby? Tom llerry told a lie to seve Welly. iartin Clifford wrote "It
Wwes a liel The first that Tom Merry of St.Jim's had ever told! But though
he wes wrong, the blame wes heavier upon the man who had driven him to itt"

Meybe that was piling it on e little thickly. At any rate, when the
story wes re-printed later on, the line wes omitted.

But wes the sentiment so exaggerated, efter all? There ere, of course,
a great many liars ebout in the world. dome understudy the old cynic who
regarded a lie as "en abomination unto the Lord, but & very present help in
time of trouble." Some people roll lies out "en messe". Some people brag,
and do not recelise thet they are lying.

But I heve known boys who just do not lie. They have been brought up to
tell the truth, and they never think of doing otherwise. They are olmost
obstinate in their determination to tell the truth.

AN IDEAL

Tom Merry wes an ideel to the boys of the dey when he first ceme upon the
scenc, That wes part of the resson for the tremendous success of the "Gem"
in its esrly deys. Boys, perheps of & simpler age, tried to model themselves
on Tom Merry. I know I did, though he wes playing his part a good meny ycers
before I was old enough to become acqueinted with him, I must edmit thet I
wes not very sucoessful in understudying Tom Merry, but I think he curbed the

"old Adem" in me to some extent.
HIS ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE ''NUTS"

A feirly eerly Gem reader once sent the editor & poem which sterted like
thig; -

"Tom Merry, oh, Tom Merry, how I love your cheerful fece

And how you try to influence the nuts who go the pece."
A good deel of the criticiem of the Gem leasder wes due to his sttitude to the
rotters end the bullies. Rcaders secm to have dquitmed » little whon Tom
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called Gore "you cowerdly cur", or when he addrcssed Lovison as "you unmitigeted
scoundrel". DBut to my way of thinking, the¢ mistake was not that Tom Merry

was too heavily whitewashed, but that the villeins werec painted too black. For
yeers, the villeins of St. Jim's hed no redeeming points at 2ll. Levison wes

e liar, cheat, thief, end scoundrel,~ so ®leck thet the Hero of Borstal might
have said to him "you unmitigoted villein", let elone the Hero of the Shell.
lfellish wes & type who would make eny even moderetely decent fellow S8hiver.
Racke could herdly hove remained at any school unless the masters were complete-
ly asleep. It is obvious that, side by side with charscters so black, the
decent fellows were thrown into sherp relief. ;

BARLY DAYS

For the first six yeers of the Gem, Tom Merry played the leading pert in
the greater proportion of the stories. He beceame Junior Captain, o position
which, in those days, did not scem to lay such a heevy weight of responsibility
upon him es in later ycers. He was Ferrers Locke's assistent in meny storics,
before Dr. Locke of Greyfriers wes known, and long before Jack Dreke ceme on
the scene. He defied ilr. Ratcliff whon St. Jim's went to sea on the S.S.Condoﬂ.
He led his chume out to the Rocky ilounteins in thet very first of oll the travel
series. He did heroic things on the Congo, end brought honme # Ykeek slawe. He
led the party who went to the South Sces in sesrch of treasure. He wee the
victim of the plot of the prefect, Binghemn, He lost ©11 his money, ond
wendcred in London, even coming beck to St. Jim's ss o junior master. The
latter adventures were in o fine set of stories, and we found Tom llerry ot his
very best in his deslings with the weif, Joe Freyne. He dived in to sove
Ur. Sclby when St. Jim's wes flodded. He becrme Ceptein of St. Jim's, ond -
found the job too big for him, He fought e prize-fighter - and won - to
regein the monecy which Cutts hed stolen from him. One could go on indefinitely,
but the Liditor would use his blue-pencil. .

In those eorly yerns, Tom lMerry wes e heppy-go-lucky, light-heerted leceder,
rether different from the slightly too meture fellow we mot in later yeers.

NEGLECT

But after 1914, Tom lierry was rether sadly neglceted, for some reason
unknown. It is a remerkeble thing that, slthough he hardly cver ploycd the
lead efter this dete, he was, nevertheless, the king-pin of the stories. The
yarns revolved around him. The Gem wos Tom Merry, snd Tom Merry was the Gem.

In khe Tolbot stories, though Tom was given o minor part to pley, his
friendship with the Toff was one of the highlights of Gem history. Tom Merry
wes undoubtedly Talbot's closest pal. ears loter, when Cordew wrested the
cepteincy from Tom, Telbot refused to be o candidate in the election. I m
not going to put up," seid Telbot, briefly. "And if Tom does not do so, I
shall not vote,"

Tom was the centre of a barring-out one Christmes, but it wes a typicel
berring-out series. Once we found the Shell fellow, d=red by Cardew, attcmpt-
ing to swim the Chenncl. But it wes reslly a Cerdew story. In the series,
elready mentioned, of the feud between Tom lMerry end Cordew, it wes really the
latter vho played the leed. Tom lierry was kidnepped on one occesion, by
Rogue Reckstrew, but in this case the chief pleyer was “ildroke.

So the years went by, with Tom Merry elways the central cherecter, yet
never being the chief cheracter in o story. Until the reprints begen, ~nd the

lag grom Huckleberry heath turned up egein £t Clevering weering his velvet suit
and bow,
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hnd yet, et the finish, in that long last series to appear in the Gem,
Mertin Clifford brought his first-love into the limelight agein, and the Gem
story ended with Tom Merry et Huckleberry Heath, just as it had started nearly
33 years before.

COMP>ARISONS Bih 0

Close students of the o0ld stories may have noticed that there was, usually,
a slight pedantry in Tom lferry's conversetion., IHe would say, "I will not"
rather than "I won't", end "I did not" when others would have seid "I didn't".
This was explained in the first story as being due to the cereful treining
which Tom had received at the hends of Miss Priscille.

As a matter of fact, however, the same characteristic wes found in Harxy
Wharton on many occesions, particulerly when he was on the "high horse".

Jimmy Silver was very like Tom Merry in meny weys. He hed & similax
sunny disposition, end wag just as down on the "nuts". Yet he was never
criticised as "too perfect'". Probably beceuse he was not so important a
character, though he hed his followers.

Tom's character was such that it was but very rerely that we ever found
him celled by his surname alone. It wes almost alweays Tom Merry, or just Tom,
or even Tommy. We would not have had it otherwise., His age wvaried, though.
At the beginning he wes 153 leter it dropped to 1443 in the middle years he
was 16, and feeling his advenced yecers; end then we found him et 15 agein.

I elways like to think of him es about 154, I think.

’ And though I love Herry herton4 the Bounder, Gussy, Lowther, Jimmy Silver1
the Rio Kid, end meny others, I reserve, if I mey finish on a personel note, -
the softest spot in my sentimentel heert for TOM MFRRY, the first of the
Grent Schoolboys, - :

PRE-SEXTON BLAKE STORIES (contd. from p. 20) :
Sto Author

5T« The Bully of St.Osweld's. T. C. Bridges.

58. To the Spenish Mein. Singleton Pound.

59, The Merk of the Thumb, 1

60, The Golden ..lligetor, Tenton Ash.

61. Through Trackless Spece. R. W. Comrede.

S NWstery.of H%%ggx%o%o itlwke)} x’é‘ﬁsle Herbert Chandos.
Black James umber

63. Trooper Wotson, Beverley Kent.

64. With Sehidb znd Sepoy. Y. Murrey Graydon.

65. The Plumc Hunters. T. C. Bridges.,

66. The Silent Vitness, Mex Hemilton.

67. Into the Corseir's City. Douglas Grent.

70. The Night Hewks. T, G. Dowling Maitlend.

72. Snatched from the Sea, BEdger Pickering.

74. The Ceptured Cruiser. Reginsld Wrey. .

T75. Mester end Men, Merk Derran.

76. The Secret of the School. Cherles Hemilton.

T77. On the Treck.

78. On the Lone Treil. W, Murrey Greydon.

80. Tho Cotton King. ; Meax Hamilton.

82. The Three Cepteins. Herbert NMoxwell.

(Contd. on p.71)
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“In the Beginning”

By Robert Blythe -

Broadly speeking, the Nelson Lee cen be divided, like Gaul, into three
perts; the detcotive stories in the early deys, the school stories thet
followed, end the mixture of detective, school &nd short stories that made up
the 2nd New Series of the '30's.

Possibly the leest known, and certainly the least written about, were the
detective yarne prior to the introduction of St.Franks in 0,5,112. So let's
leove St.Frenks and its inhebitents this time, &nd concentrate on the esctivitios
of Nelson Lee and Nipper in their bettle of wits with the denizens of the
underworld.

Nelson Lee and Nipper were by no mesns strangers to the youth of 1915.
(The year in which the N,L.L. first sew the light.) They were, and had been
for yeers, Sexton Blake & Tinker's biggest rivels in populerity, but wherees
8.B. and his essistent had & home of their own within the pages of the Union
Jack, Nelson Lee and Nipper were free-lances, lisble to pop up in ell sorts of
Journels .

By 1915, however, the A.P, decided that Lee's populerity entitled him to
a paper of his own and so the Nelson Lee Librery was born.

It secems & pity thet Mexwell Scott, who originated the charescters of
Nelson Lee and Nipper, necerly 25 yeers eerlier, wes not given the privilcge of
launching the new peper. After ell, hed he not relinquished the copyright
for the sum of £50 so thet the i.P. might well upon any suthor they saw fit
to enable them to provide # new sdventure eesch week? k

Uihetever the reason, the first story wes entrusted to sn suthor whose
neme, unfortunetely, no-one hes yet ween eble to discover. At first it wes
thought to be Williem Murrey Graydon, bat that theory hes been disproved. p
Whoever it wes didn't meke en especislly good job of it, ss it wes rether o
melodrematic effort ebout low life emong the seilors frequenting London's
docklend. The title wes "The Mystery &f Limehouse Reach."

Two stories by Mexwell Scctt eppesred in numbers 7 end 8 which more then
Justified the euthor's reputation. The first, "\ Miscorriage of Justice",
told how a young stockbroker, falsely eccused of murder, is tried, found
guilty, end sentenced to life imprisomment. The sequel, "4 convict's
Vendette", unlike most sequels, is better then the first story. This tells
how, efter some yeers, the resl murderer is fetelly injured im em sccident.
Before he ‘ies he confesses and the wrongly-sccused is relessed from prison.
On his releese he sweers vengeance on 8ll who have been instrumentel in sned-
ing him to prison. He kidneps them one by one snd puts them in o prison of
his own meking, where they ere forced, et the point of # gun, to endure herd
labour,

There is & girl in this story, of course. He had thought thet she had
discerded him when he went to prison, but whan he finally lecerned thet she h»d,
in feot, weited for him, he forgot his vengeance, releesed everybody end
offered to go to prison sgein es e sort of penance. However, everyone decided
to forgive end forget ~ which was very noble of everybody ell round, I thought!

More melodrematic perhaps were the stories by Williem Murrey Graydon,
They were reedable encugh, with o feir eclement of mystery, but his plots were
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besicelly the seme - that of the wrongfully eccused young hero and the teaorful
but ever-loving sweetheert who remcinad feithful to the heppy end. His heroes
shed menly tears and the heroines wept buckets. Even Nelson Lee has to stifle
a groin on occasion}

From No's 15 to 108, with the exception of three stories., (one by
A4sS. Herdy) ell the yerns were shered by G. H. Teed end our ol’ friend Tdwy
Searles Brooks, (who of coursc took over completely from No.109).

Some of Teed's best stories concerned Mlle. Miton, otherwise known os the
Black 'Volf. From Teed's description one gathers thet she wouldn't have hed
much bother obteining 1ifts had she decided to go in for hitch-hiking. Just
listen, "--—- he knew she wes petite. Her features were small, Her eyes were
deep liquid brown, soft as woodland pools, her nose wee deliciously small end
streight, and her lips were like twin bows of blood red coral, Her skin
glecmed softly white and beneath the derk masses of her hair Lee could just
cotch sight of two exquisitely formed eers.! “hoopee!! Its not surprising
thet Lee felt a soft spot for her in their numerous encounters.

Thexrs was & very chivelrous campaign. On more than one occasion efter
the successful conclusion of & cese, he would give her time to get clesr before
the police were informed, although, more often than not, she would have seen
thet the geme wes up and would have faded out of the picture. At other times
when the Black Wolf had Lee in her power she preferred to give him a few knock-
out drops rather then dispose of him for good. They were fond of sending eech
gther werning notes too, for M'lle Miton certeinly had & soft spot for Lee, end
he, in return was elwaeys plessed when she eluded cepture.

It was more o battle of wits with them rather then downrigzht skullduggery,
and it wos @ pity thet the series did not end more conclusively then it did,
for in thet story she neither dies, gets captured, nor reforms. She 8imply
disappeers. The probeble reason is thet the way wes left open for other
"Black Volf" stories, but after this Teed cessed to write for the N,L. Of cours
et this time the ground wes being prepered for school stories, end there being
no future in it for him, he sensibly concentrated his energies upon Sexton Bleke

Teed wrote 29 stories in the N,L.L. of which those concerning the Bleck
Wolf were 13.

inother end perheps lesser known charecter thet Teed created in these early
stories wee Dr. Mortimer Crene, known as "the Men with Four Identities".

Dr. Crene wes & men who, o Harley Street specialist #nd much respected by
ell end sundry, nevertheless had a criminal twiet to his neture. Although
provided, through his practice, with en ample incomc, he preferred to resort
to crime, whilst meintaining en outwerd semblence of respectability, and would
stop at nothing, murder included, to achieve his purpose. He had e natural
sptitude for disgmises end the ebility to 2lter his whole nature to each of the
characters he adopted. Teed wrote only six stories #bout Dr. Mortimer Crene,
but during that time he (Crene) certainly did not have things a1l his own way.
In spite of all the confusion ceused by the four identities Le essumed, Lee
manages to trace them to their originetor, and Crene is forced to ebandon his
medical world. At last he is reduced to living in a2 slum in the foreign guerte
of London. It is then that he embarks on his lest impersonstion from which he
comes well end truly unstuck, for Lee foile him agein. To avoid capture, or
possibly in sheer disgust ot the wesy things are going, he poisons himself.
which wes rather short-sighted of him, for had he sllowed himself to be captured
he would probably have escaped later on and would huave been able to start all

éf’
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over again. Possibly Teed tired of him, for &s I said, his cereer only lasted
for six episodes. However, whilst he lssted he certainly made things hot for
Nelson Lee and Nipper and in the true Teed menner took them to many out of the
way places of the world.

As was usual with Teed, he always wrote a good yarn and one could usuelly
expect to find his cherascters fighting it out in almest any quarter of the
globe. Arctic or Equator, Tibet or Cuba, it was all the same to him, he took
them all in his stride and the reader always got full velue for his money.

e now come to the work of the man who was destined to make the Nelson Lee
Library femous. A men who to-dey is second only in popularity to the immortal
Charles Hamilton - Edwy Searles Brooks.

Most of you know how Brooks came to be comnected with the N.L., a8 I have
written of it et length elsewherec. Suffice it to say that since his first
story, "The Iron Islend", written et the age of cighteen, was accepted for the
"Gem" in 1910, he had been gaining experience through writing for the "Gem",
"Magnet" end Union Jack end possibly other papers.

His first story in the N,L. appeered the week after Teed's first contribu-
tion, in No.16. It was called "20 Fathoms Deep".

For the benefit of those who would like to know what this first story wes
about, here is & short summary.

Certain plans and e model of an improved war weapon have been sunk in a
bay off the Lest Coest in 20 fathems of weter. Four enemy agents attempt to
recover them. There is plenty of excitement on the occasions when Lee and
Nipper get to grips with them. Nipper is placed, unconscious, on railway
lines in the path of en oncoming train end is rescued, within seconds of deeth,
by Nelson Lee. (Real Pearl White stuff, this!) Therec was a Germen midget
submerine (probably not invented st that time, but it is indicative of Brooks'
lively imeginetisn) in which Lee is trapped, snd e fight with two Germens with
the sub out of control,end finally a hectic chese through the night in e car,
flat out, at the breathless spced of 30 miles an hour! A crash - end the
spies have had it!

Not & classic of literature perheps, but an exciting end ebsorbing tale
that holds the interest from beginning to end end certainly e good sample of
whet was to come.

Incidentelly, those who think that Jones was 2 bed ertist, should see the
cover., An excellent picture in shades of bluc 2nd black of a diver welking
towerds the wreck on the shedowy and distorted depths of the sea bed.

One of the three mein characters creeted by Brooks was Tileen Dere., Fer
campaign egeinst the "Combine" was @ series rememberecd to this dey by those
who read them in 1916-19. Some cen even recell the incidents portreyed on the
covers, such es impression did they meke,

To get to the crux of the metter quickly, Eileen's father is felscly
accused of being in the pay of the Germens, is teken to prison end after e
triel is found guilty and sentenced to be shot. He dies of heart-feilure
beforc the sentence cen be cerried out, His doughter sweers thet she will
never rest until those who engineered the plot have psid the penalty for their
treachery. These men were & group of business men and finenciers who cslled
themselves "The Combine'".

Tileen was not exsctly vindictive, but she certeinly believed in the old
saying "en eye for en cye, & todth for # tooth". [Listen to how shc, with the
help of Nelson Lee, drove them, one by one, to death or ruin.

¢
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Sir indrew Shore, Bert. Socially snd financielly ruined. Sent to prison
for being instrumentel in e kidnepping, where he dies of epoplexy.

Mertin Hellton, stockbroker, sentenced to 7 years penesl servitude.

Basil Illingford, mining engineer. Penal servitude for ettempted murder.

Jonathen Bridges, compeny promoter. For arson, froud and attempted
murder - 10 yeers penal servitude. -

Randolph Stebbing, solicitor. Killed in e fell from e factory chimmey
efter being ruined finencially.

Rensome Wilmore, moneylender. The fate of this chap wes particularly
grim, After being brought to book he hes a stroke end become parslised from
head to foot for the remeinder of his life!

Sir Caleb Hurst, finencier. Ruined ond sent to prison.

Dr. Munroe Teggert, Harley Street specialist. Trempled to deeth by zn
elephent after trying to escepe from the police.

Melville Ross, Americen business men, Convicted of freud, kidnepping
end ettempted murder - penal servitude.

Herbert Vickerson, men about town. Attempted murder. Prison.

Rufus Tollmen, mining engineer. Froud., Penel servitude.

Fred ..bercorn. Kidnspping. Imprisonment.

Stanton Reading. Suicide.

Lord Max Roper ond Sydney Bradford. Imprisonment.

The finel member of the "Combine" was reserved for & perticulerly nesty
fete. This wes Roger Heverfield, who, whilst trying to escepe from justice,
folls into & cesting pit full of white hot steel. He wasn't sent for trial.
In fect, they didn't even bury him! g

It will be of interest to some of you to learn that the seriea ended with
the intimetion thet Eileen wes ell set to marry a Cept. Masters, but as lote
es 1929, 22 years leter, we find thet she is still free, white end twenty-one
(or thereebouts), so presumebly she still hedn't nemed the day}

The next of Brooks' greet cheracters to oppose Nelson Lee wae Dougles
Jemes Suteliffe, otherwise known es Jim the Penmen.

Sutcliffe wes originelly e solicitor, but he had e hebit of signing
cheques with other people's names, which mede him & much sought efter person -
by the police. '

He wes eventuelly exposed by Lee end was forced to abandon his profession.
To evold tripping over the wolf thet had teken up permenent rcsidence on his
doorstep he turns to forgery es o full-time occupetion. He didn't do too
badly et first, getting away with such sums &s £20,000 on one occesion, @ond
£15,000 on enother. - But, of course, &s will be realised, this wes only
piu mowey and he soon ceme back for more. From then on his record is one of
feilure ell along the line. .

Many end verious were the schemes he thinks up only to be dished in the end
by Lee &and Nipper., Naturally he beceme rether incensed et this es time went on,
end on more than one occesion Lee manages to escepe death et Jim's hends by
inches - or by Nipper.

In spite of this homicidel stresk in his nature, Jim the Penman wes
capable of feats of bravery. On one occesion Lee was so impressed that in
spite of having ceptured him, he allowed him to escepe.

Although he generally preferred to work on his own, he sometimes joined
forces with Professor Zingrave, slthough he was no more successful working with
Zingreve than he had been on his own.
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-In the lest of the stories before St. Frenks come on the scene, he was
severely injured in & plene crash snd thus enebled the police to hold on to
him long enough to meke him stend trial., Thet was the last to be heard of
Jim the Penmen until neerly o yeer later, when he was helped to escape by
Professor Zingreave's newly crested criminsl orgenisetion, the Circle of Terror.
Howcver, his escepe was of brief duration, #nd he wes soon ceptured esnd sent
back to prison.

We now come to perhaps the most femous of Brooks'! criminael cheracters -
Professor Cyrus Zingrave.

The story starts five ycers before Lee's first brush with the Green
Triangle, when a young man called Douglas Clifford wes imprisoned by Zingreve.
This is told in & prologue. He escapes and joins forces with Lee. By this
time the Green Triangle has grown to a world-wide criminal organisation.
Wholesele robbery with murder thrown in as a sideline has Scotland Yerd beaten
on all sides, mainly because no-one knows who the ringleeders sre. With the
edvent of Clifford end the help he is eble to give, Lee starts his cempaign.

In some respecis the growth and downfall of the Leegue is reminiscent of
the Criminals Confederation, the story of which wes so ably related by Hearry
Homer last yeer. However, to forestell the obvious criticism, let me hasten
to add that Brooks' stories preceded those of the Confederation by three yeers,

In the last story in this series, the League is wiped out completcly, but
Zingreve escapes. However, in the story "Zingrave's Last Card", the action of
which tekes Lee, Nipper end Clifford to Jave, Zingreve is finally killed in o
volcanic eruption. I don't know if they heve volcenoes in Javae, but anyway,
there wes one at tais perticuler time, end Zingreve wes killed by it}

Whether Brooks, like Conen Doyle with Sherlock Holmes, considered that
Zingrave end the Green Triengle had served their purpose and therefore pensioned
them off, I don't know, but whetever the reeson, ogein like Conan Doyle, his
character proved so populear thet he wes forced to rescucitate him. This wes -
in the first Christmes No. "A Christmas of Peril", & well-r membered story in
which Zingreve reeppeers, having joined forces with Jim the Penmen ss related
egerlier. In this story too, are Eileen Dere and Dougles Clifford as well cs
Lee snd Nipper. 4 sort of gethering of the clens, as it were.

By the way, it mey surprise those of you who have only reed the later
stories of Zingrave, thet he hed o step-daughter, Vers, who, ncedless to sey,
was unewere of her step-father's shady doings. Dougles Clifford, who hed
helped Lee in ell his activities rgeinst the League, celebrated its downfeld
by marrying Vere.

A few weeks later, Zingrave brings into being enother organiantion knowm
es the "Circle of Terror", which was modelled on the lines of the firat;“tut),
if anything, more iutnless. It did differ somewhoat, inesmuch as Zingrave, its
ringleeder, remeined vaknown for the first three or four stories.

This series carried cn well into the period of the school stories, in
fact, at the end the actica takes place in the St.Frenk's locality. This being
so, it tekes us out of the scope of this erticle.

Although I haven't been oble to deel ot eny great length with the carcers
of Brooks' three¢ mein cherocters,(space prevents that), I hope Ifve seid enough
to whet the sppetites of those who like o good detective yern. There is of
course, a great decl of controversy ebout Nelson Lee o8 o schoolmaster-detective
Some go so far es to sey thot they cen't get interested in stories which are
neither detective nor school stories. Thet is purely o metter of opinion.
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Howcver, there crn be no doubt thet Brooks knew how to write o rettling
good detective yern, end for those who prefer thet type of story, they cen do
no better then try to get hold of these, sdmittedly, réther scerce pre~

St.Franks yarns.

The seme cen be said of Teed's works:. Those of you who know only his
stories in the U.J. end Sexton Bleke Libreries will discover e whole new field
of interest in these Nelson:Lee stories which eppesred in the beginning.

THE GREYFRIARS HER.ID (Contd. from p.26)

Noe9e. 10, 1.16,

No.10., 22, 1.16,

No.ll. 29, 1.16.

)

No.lz. 5. 2.16.

No.l3. 12, 2.16.

No.14.19. 2.16.

N0ud5.. .26, 2¢lbs

No.l6¢ - 44 3,16,

The Pride of the Ring (Scriel) by Merk Linley.
adventures of Herlock Sholmes by Peter Todd.
No.9. The idventure of the Brixton Builder.
Bed for Bunter (Greyfrisrs) by D, 1 llorgen.
Tom Brown's Tressure (Greyfriers) by R. Ogilvy.

The Pride of the Ring (Serisl) by Merk Linley.
Adventures of Herlock Sholmes by Peter Todd.
No.10: The Crse of the Americen Millioneire.

Fishy the Detective (Greyfriors) by Geo. Bulstrode.

The Pride of the Ring (Serirl) by Mork Linley.
adventures of Herlock Sholmes by Peter Todd.

No.ll. The Foreign Spy.

The Awful Threshfulness (Greyfriers) by Hurree Singh.

The Pride of the Ring (Seriel) by Merk Linloy.

Adventures of Herlock Sholmes by Peter Todd,

No.1l2, The Case of the Pipeclay Decpertment.

The Misadventures of ilobby (Highcliffe) by Rupert de Courcay.
Fegging for Loder. (Greyfricrs) by Tun Lung. '

The Pride of the Ring (Seriel) by lierk Linley.
Adventures of Herlock Sholmes by Peter Todd.
No.1l3. The Case of the Powned Pickled Jer.
Reke's Ruse (Greyfrisrs) by Peter Hezeldene.

The Pride of the Ring (Seriel) by Merk Linley.
ldventures of Herlock Sholmes by Peter Todd.
No.l4. The Munition liystery.

Snekes for Smythe éRookwood) by Herry ‘/herton.
Bunter's Prisoner (Greyfrisrs) by Johnny Bull.

The Pride of the Ring (Scriol) by Merk Linley.
Adventures of Herlock Sholmes by Peter Todd.

No.1l5. The Ceptured Submerine.

The Ret Ceatchers (St.Jim's) by lMonty Lowther.

Helves for Bunter (Groyfriers) by Herbert Vernon-Smith.

The Pride of the Ring (Serizl) by lierk Linley.

adventures of Herlock Sholmes by Peter Todd.

No.16. The Shem Huns.

Rough on Coker (Greyfrisrs) by S.q.I.Ficld.
(Contd, on p.87)

(35)



“T'he Decline of Jack, Sam & Pete”

By W. T. Thurbon RN

In the coursec of the second of his interesting articles in the recent
issues of the "Miscellany" the lete iMr. John Medcraft (whose untimely death
will be mourned by all interested in our hobwy) states that the coming of "Algy"
marked the end of the interest of the Clerk Hook series of"Jack, Sem and Pete"
talesa inuvthe “Marwel". There is much truth in this contention.

Kenneth .illott, in his book on Jules Verne, points out that a persistent
pattern runs through Verne's books; the use of a trio of characters represent-
ing three possible, and contrasting yet complementary, attitudes to experience;
the rationel, intelligent, plenning mind; the mind seeking an outlet in actionj
and the ironic, cheerful, humorous mind. This pattern cen be easily discerned
in all Verne's major works: "Three "Veeks in a Belloon", "Twenty Thousand
Leagues under the Sea", etc. Other writers have used this pattern, for
exemple, Rider Ieggerd in "King Solomon's Mines". It was a pattern that Clerk
Hook used in the eerly J.S. & P. stories, and what fine ones they were (whether
read in the originals or in the "Popular" sbbreviations). The rational,
intelligent, leeder Jack; the hunter, the man of ection, Sem; eand the
humorous, cheerful Pete. In the eerly stories Clerk. Hook kept & close balancd
between his characters. Jack, not only the leader, but as strong a men as
Pete., Sam the ready tracker end hunter, and the master shot; and while Pete's
strength is emphasised, eand he leads in the humorous role, he does not dominate
them, or provide such an element of farce as came into the later stories.

Even before the coming of Llgy, Clerk Hook had begun to write up Pete to
the detriment of Jack &and Sem. .nyone who compares the Jeck end Sam of 1902
with the same cherscters in 1912, not to mention 1920, will see how they heve
deteriorated into lay figures as & background to Pete and Algy - the coming of
the latter finally end irretrieveably upsetting the balance of the stories. The
chenge of emphaésis cen be noticed in the chenge of titles. = In the esrlier
teles it is Jock, Sem and Pete who eppeer in the title ("Fuck, Sem :nd Pete's
Adventures in Africe" etc.); in the later ones it is Pete alone ("Pete's Great
Plot", "Pete's Circus", etc.). And while Algy did not sppeer in the title he
came in the later stories to play almost os prominent a peart es does D' .rtegnen
in the "Three Musketcers".

But there was o second eclement also et work affecting the series and
playing its pert in the slow decline of the femous characters, and incidentally
of the "Mervel" itself. The favourite settings in which Clerk Hook excelled,
the mining cemps in the Rockies or in South Americe, the Red Indisn haunted
praeiries and forests of the “est, were already enachronisms in 1900. But the
period of the Frontiersmesn wes still fresh in the memory of meny of his resders
and the boys of the period were not likely to notice that his settings dated.
But by 1912 the situetion had chenged. A new generation of boys was growing
up in whose minds even the Africen frontier of the Nineties wes no longer real
end vivid. They probebly knew more of the contemporary world than hod the
generation that preceded them. By 1920, after the experiences of the 1914-18
wer, the anechronisms of Clerk Hookts best settings were not only obvious but
ebsurd. His dilemma, end it wes an insoluble one, was to reconcile J.S. & P.
es charecters living in the contemporery time with the settings of his heydey
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which belonged to & period of time forty yeers earlier. So in the later
stories there wes always this uneasy tension. If he set the comrades in @
contemporary setting it wes in civilisation, If he took them into the wilds
where he excelled, then the 0ld dated settings reappeared. Occesionally he
would recepture the old mogic, sweepin: his readers elong in o swiftly moving
nerrative in which the flow of events masked the blending of past and present.
More often, however, the adventure story beceme flet ond dated, and the element
of farce beceme more &nd more dominant.

It is now thet we begin to find such titles as "Pete's Steamer", "Pete's
Picture Palace", "Pete's Pantomime", "Pete's Garsge", end we find him as
Pigeon Fencier, Swimming Instructor, long distence runner, cinema actor. At
regular intervels Clark Hook returned the comrades to the wilds, but never for
long with the old mastery. In 1913 ¢ "grand new series" was much boosted, set
in NMustrelia, but the bushrenger theme wes by then outdated. Then the story
of Scott's Last Ixpedition beceme known we had a spete of arctic and entartic
stories, and Pete joined in, but the series, though starting promisingly, soon
petered out, is the yeers pessed we got flashes of Clerk Hook's old form;
one perticularly good tale wos in No,603, "The Death Pool Fisheries'"; (Nos.€13
end 619 were also in the old tradition. In the summer of 1916 (Nos. 655 et seq
a geries began in which the combtades were in Arebia, fighting the Turks, end
the first two or three of these were in Clerk Hook's best style. Later we had
a very weak series in which Pete figures es hesadmaster of & school for unruly
boys. There ceme & short revivel from No. 740 onwerds in which the three
comradcs were pursuing an international outlew round the world - this included
several first class yarms.

Ané now Tom Seyers at last diseppeared from the MEIVLI, we found occeciong
school stories eppesring, much the best of which were o serles of tales of
Caleroft School by Sidney Drew. Occesionally J.S5. & P. missed & week, alter-
nating in full length tales with Sidney Drew's Ferrers Lord and Ching Iung, or
school tales.

Then the Mervel rcceived its real death blow. In No.803, deted 14 June
1919, sppeared the obituary notice of J. Abney Commings. Throughout the long
period from about No,20 until his deeth he hed illustrated J.S., & P. teles -
he really creeted the characters in picture form, geve them definite
cheracterisation and individuelity - and his illustrations went far to meke up
for the decline in the writing. After one or two experiments H.,M. Lewis becemg
his successor. Lewis seemed to base his figures on the Michelin Tyre advertise
ments his bhulking, clumsy figures were not the J.S, & P. we had known ond
loved, and he could not create thet atmosphere of "far eway places with strange
sounding nemes" thet wos the cherm of so much of .bney Cumming's work. .And
with the illustrations, so with the stories. They suddenly seemed to become
es flat end pedestrien es the drawings. Very occasionally o story would show
glimpses of the old form, but even then the pictures feiled. From Nos. 804
to 878 the reedable teles cen be counted on one's fingers. Jack and Sam had
long become lay figures, though Sem for @ moment revived in No.851 with a piece
of Sherlock Holmes-like deduction from trecks he wes following -~ had someone
lent Clerk Hook "Scouting for Boys"? Clerk Hook must have been written ouf,
es well he might be. His work eppeered in the first }d Mervel in 1893 and he
wag on esteblished writer then; while J.S. & P. appesred regulerly with
scercely a miss from No.20 of the 1d series until sbout 800. The whole Mervel
now steedily declined. The supporting tales were short ond trashy ~ some of
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the writing would heve disgreced # schoolboy. The last series in the wilds
ended in No.877, "Homewsrd Bound". The following week eppesred the firat of
e new series, "Pete's Footbell Club". 4 far cry from the virile figures of
the "Begle of Desth" to the conventional soccer story. And finally J.8. & P.
fizzled out in o serisl "Pete's Circus" which rembled simlessly on without
even being fumny, snd the "Mervel" cnded ite long cereer, mourned by those
who hed known end loved it in its heyday but unwept for what it hed at last
become .

SEXTON BLAKE STORIES IN BOYS' FRIEND LIBR .RY

No.10, Sexton Blake Honour, 27, .\ Yoolwich /rsenel lystery.
39, Sexton Bluke in Siberies. 49, The Sleepwalker. 54, Tiller snd Tidewsy.
57, Sexton Bleke Clerk. 68, Sexton Bleke Trust. 72, The Coster King.
96, The Merryn Nystery. 102, Sexton Blrke et School. 105, Sexton Bleke
in the Sixth. 107, Sexton Bleke at Oxford. 123, Sexton Bloke in the Congo.
124, Across the Equetor. 131, Detectives Ltd. 134, The Millmaster's
geerct. 155, Ten Yeers penal Servitude. 165, Sexton Bleke Quest.
172, Sexton Blake Foremen, 177, Sexton Blrke Stewerd. 199, Sexton Blake
Spye. 228, The Greet Mining Swindle. 229, Tinker's Schooldeys. 246,

246, Sexton Bleke Zulu., 248, The Ghost of Rupert Forbes. 302, The Mystery

of the Dismond Belt. 433, In the Hends of the Head Hunters.
Second Series
Sexton Bleke's Schooldeys. 392, Sexton Bleke Sixth Former.

|

396, Sexton Blake at the Versity., 655, They Ceme to Spy. 671, The Fleming |

Frontier. 687, The Station Mester's Secret. 691, The Myetery of the Dope
Den., 698, The Secret of the Missing Convict.

I honestly believe this is o complete list (35), but of course cennot
prove.

The Monster Librery (Contd. from p.9%

20.2.26., The Boy from Bermondsey. (Reprint of Nelson Lee Librery,
Sme1l Series Noss—- 178, The Boy from Bermondsey. 179, The Remove Ageinst Him.
180, The Golden Locket., 181, Going to the Brd., 182, The .ncient House Burgle
183, The .Arebs of El Safre. 184, The Secret of the Gold Tocket . *'185, Jeck
Meson's Luck.
N0,5. 20.3,26. The Bullies of St.Frenk's. (Reprint of Nelson Lee Librery,
Smell Scries Nos:- 195, The lfysterious X. 196, The College House Martyrs.
197, Schemers of the Sixth. 198, The Bullies Leegue. 199, The Brerking Point.
200, The Council of Eight. 201, The Spy of the Remove. 202, The Treechery of
Study L. 203, The Rescel of the Sixth. 204, Frced from Bondege.
No.6. 20.4.26. Expelled! (Reprint of Nelson Lee Iibrery, Smrll Serles Nos: -
205, Feked Evidence. 206, Expelled from St.Drznk's. 207, Under Felse
Colours. 208, The liystery of the Blue-Grey Cer, 209, The Differ of St.Frenk!
210, Bowled Out. 211, The Trepping of Sterke, 212, The Prefect's Revenge.

(Contd. on p.103)
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St.Franks ~ Success or Failucre?

A discussion between Bob Blythe end Roger Jenkins

The cheery log fire crackled in the grete, end the leeping flemes made
the decorations appeer even more festive a8 Christmes afternoon drew tp a close,
In sarmchairs by the fire sat two collectors, end between them, on the tebdble,
lay @ smell mountain of Nelson Lees which Roger was glencing through.
uventually, he put the last sne down, snd leened beck in his chair.

"It's no use, Bob," he declered. "I cen't even pretend to like these
stories. What's more, I cen't help feeling that my view wes shared by & lot
of other people who were schoolhoys when the "Nelson Lee' was being published.
I just don't believe that o peper which hed to meke four separste beginnings -
each lese successful tuen the last - could poseibly be enything but o feailure."

Bob breathed deeply.

"D'you know, Roger, I cen only guess at the reason for your dislike of the
St.Frenk's stories, for, judging from whet you heve just ssid, it's pretty
obvious thet you heven't reed many. F'r instance, the 'Nelson Lee' didn't
suffer beceuse of the first chenge. On the contrery, et the time of the first
alteration, in 1926, the 0ld Paper wes et the height of its populerity, end
the only reeson for it wes beceuse -~ wait o moment, let me refer you to whet
I wrote in one of the 'C.D.'s."

He reached behind him to the bookcese, and brought down a pile of "Digests'

. "Ah! Here it is, in No.35, Listen! 'In 1926 it wes found necessary to
move the printing works elsewhere, end es the new premises did not possess
the machinery to produce the 'Nulson Lee' in its old formet, it wes decided to
incresse the size of the peper to suit the new circumstences, thus meking e
virtue of @ necessity.' 'hat's more," he seid, looking up, "The paper wes
considersbly improved by the new size. Certeinly the print wes easicr to reed,
epert from the fect that they were sble to reproduce larger drewings. “rhat's
more, the stories were, if enything, even better thsn before. No, I don't
think you have & leg to stend on there. However, I'm not going to ergue ebout
the other two beginnings, es you call 'em, simply beceuse I egree with you."

Roger looked surprised, snd smiled.

"But not for your reassons," continued Bob. "The second New Series wes
one of the editor's bright idecs, end one which wes the fundemental reeson for
the 'Nelson Lee's' collapse. Brooks begen to lose intorest after this, and
this loss of interest is reflected in his stories which, elthough quite reed-
eble, weren't of the seme high stendexd. The third New Series was, of course,
e direct result of the editor's policy, en effort to regrin lost reeders by
reprints of the eerlier stories. But of course the demsge wes done, end it
was too lete."

"I grant you, I heven't reed es meny St.Frenk's stories 8 you have, Bob,"
replied Roger a8 he peeled en orenge. '"Certainly not more then # hundrcd.
And, of course, I never supposed thatBrooks wented the paper to keep starting
new series. But surcly the whole point et issue is, how did the editor come
to be in such ¢ position thot he could play ducks end drekes with the 'Nelson
Lee'? After ©ll, these experiments - like beginning new series, end meking
the juniors heve fentestic holideys in imnginery foreign countries - must heve
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been tried only beceuse the earlier stories, which you sey were the best, were
still not good enough for the paper's resders."

"As to the editor doing whet he liked," remsrked Bob, "well, I'm afreid
you've got me there, becouse if there wes ean editorial policy, it was the
pottiest one I've ever seen. I do know this, though, that during the second
New Series the 'Nelson Lee' beceme the traoining grovnd for new end young
editors, each one with some pet theory of his own. Cen you wonder that Brooks
became fed up? After oll, could, or would you give of your best at your work
if you had & sucocession of bosses who were learning the trode, ss it were?

The 'Nelson Lee's' populerity wes built up on two things - a wise editorial
policy #nd the excellence of Brooks' writing. With the editor, who had the
paper's interest et heert, gone end Brooks losing interest es o result of the
new regime, it's o wonder the paper didn't collepse long before it did. I'm
firmly convinced thet the sole resason the 'Nelson Lee' survived this disestrous
series was beceuse of the loyelty of the reecders, engendered partly because of
the enjoyment they had rececived from the stories prior to the second New Series
end pertly beceuse of the feeling thet they were tho friemds of the author.
Brooks hed alweys encouraged thie feeling, end you heve only to read some of
his 'Between Ourselves' columms to reeslise the friendly spirit thet existed
between outhor and reeder."

Bob paused to light a cigerette.

"Now thet bring me to your other remerk ebout 'fantestic holideys'," he
continued. "If you'd read many of these 'Between Ourselves' you would find
that Brooks wes slways ready to listen to suggestions from resders. He
didn't write what he thought they ought to resd but tried, where he could, to
fall in with their wishes. Thet is the main reason for those 'fentestic
holideys', &8 you cell 'em, The reeders wanted them,"

"While I'm on the subject, you know en swful lot of tripe has been written
about those series. One would think,from whet hes been written, or seid, that
the whole of the St.Frank's stories alternmated between detective end visiting’
mythicel countries. D'you know thet during the whole 18 yeers run of the
'Nelson Lee' only seven such series sppesred? And of these, two don't reslly
qualify, #s in one the action tekes place in o fictitious but otherwise quite
normel Bazlken country, end the other (in the Sccond New Series) did not
feature the boys of St.Frank's ss o whole, only Nipper snd Hondforth. In ony
case, why condemn them becsuse Brooks did oreste such mythicel reces ss the
Arzecs, Northestriens, s#nd New Angliens? The stories were very reedable end
their existence plaueibly expleined. 'hy condemn them snd proise Tells for
his 'First len on the Moon', to say nothing of Verne and other well known
writers? No! I'm afreid, old sport, thet it's pure prejudice on your pert.

I feel thut you, like so meny others, ore too prone to compere Brooks' stories
with those of Hamilton, end becruse you feel that Hemilton is the best, refuse
to believe that there could possibly be snother suthor ns good."

Roger did not reply ot oncec, but sat back in his cheir, looking up at
the ceiling for a short while.

"You've reised so many points, Bob, that I hardly know where to begin,"
he seid. "But I mey os well deol with your lest point first. I didn't
intend to bring Hemilton into the discussion, but, on the other hend, as
St.Frenk's wes virtually the only rivel of the Hemilton schools, I supposc one
con't reelly ovoid the comperison. But I don't sce why, beceuse I like

o

(40) —



Hawilton's work snd not Brooks!', I shoffld he celled prejudiced, I have never
heerd of & collector of school stories who disliked the Hemilton schools,
though I know of seversl who dislike St.Fremk's, This universel popularity
of the Hemilton stories, as compared with the partial populerity of the St.Frenks
ones, might meen, you know, thet the supporters of the 'Nelson Lee' put thet
peper first merely for sentimentel reassons, wherees the Hemiltoniens, who like
the work of only one euthor of school stories, are not prejudiced but only
disciminating."
Bob stubbed his cigerette in the eshtrey with an expressive look on his
face, and Roger continued,
"Still, let's return from theory to fects. I egree that the incidence

of the fentastic holideys haes probebly been exaggereted, but you must admit
that they end the detective teles comprised the whole of the St.Frenk's serials
in the 'Gem' &nd the vast majority of St.Frenk's stories in the 'Schoolboys!
Own Librery', in which, incidentelly, the usuel prectice was to reprint the
best stories etout eech school. So it's not very surprising thet they've
received such wide publicity. But I'm still not convinced about the reason
these loter stories were written. You seid first of all thet the editor weas
responsible for the second New Series in which these lesser liked stories
appeared, later on you remerked thet the resders demended the fentestic holidays,
same of which were published in the Becond New Series, but elsewhere you sey
thot the res ers continued to buy the 'Nelson ILee' during this period only
through loyslty. You mey feel thet I'm herping unduly ebout these stories,
but they eare, after 211, the St.Frenk's teles thet have been most widely reed,
thenks to the reprints, ¢nd I do feel that en euthor's work ought to improve
as, time goes by, in spite of set-kacks. If the eerly work of & writer is pre-~
ferred to his leter work, it must mean thet he hes failed to live up to the
eerly promise he showed. :

- "I don't condemn Brooks' stories ebout mythicel reces just becsuse Hemilto
never invented eny," went on Roger. "Pure fantasy, like 'Alice in “Jonderlend'
cen be superb, but thet was only e dream, end Alice never pretended to be &
detective's mssistent when she woke up., The scientific romences of 'Jells end

Verne, though reedeble, ere not grest literesture -~ Wells is esteemed moinly for
'{ipps' end 'Mr, Polly'. But in school stories, which are published in weekly
papers, fentesy end scientific romence sre out of plece. The suthor should
ettempt to create en eir of permenence end pleusibility. Insteed, towarde the
end, Brooks plumped for en stmosphere of impermenence and implausibility. For
instence, the school ves gutted once by fire end once by floodings there were
at least four heedmesters; cnd do you remember the time Dr. Stafford was
drugged end ected like & wild beast? I feel that it wes this etmosphere of
chenge end unrest that destroyed the illusion, r#nd once that went, the fete of
the 'Nelson Lee' wes sealed?" \

Bob, who had been smiling to himself, suddenly burst out leughing. "I 1liké
arguing with you," he chuckled, "because you meke such wild stetements which
can g0 easily be disproved. Now toke what you've just seid ebout the reprints
in the 'Gem' rnd the 'Schoolboys' Own', If I remember sright, end correct
me if I'm wrong, ycu seid that fentasy end detective stories comprised the
whole of the 'Gem' reprints end the vast mejority of those in the 'Schoolboys'
Owns', Also that I hed to edmit it. Tell, I'm sorry, but I don't, end
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here's why. I o-n't be bothered to go #11 through those sgain -" sointing to
~ the pile of C.D's - "so you'll have to teke my word for it, but if you crre ot
gome time or znother you will find out thet of ebout ten seriels in the 'Cem'
only two were 'fentestic holidays' erd three had 2 detective element. s to
the 'Schoolboys' Owns', I c2n only refer you to what I wrote in the September
number of this yesr - the one I wrote in enswer to your ertiole in the S.,P.C.,
remember? Incidentally, I still get hot under the collar whem I think of it,
but cs it's Christmes, snd gs I'm full of Christmes pudding snd goodwill to all
I'11 try to forget it! However, that's beside the point.

"I'm gled you admit thet a1l this telk sbout fentestic holidays is
probebly exeggereted. Roger, I feel I ought to chelk that up, because, coming
from you, that's quite & reversal of one of your pet theories, 'Tho knows,if
we argue long enough, I may be able to prove to you that Brooks wrote some
really fine stories! For exemple, thet series you mentioned ebout Dr.Stafford|
being drugged end ecting like o medmen. You obviously don't think much of
the idee, But it's quite fersible. Remember the c-s¢ in the pepers lest
Ausust concerning the “resd eeten in & French villege? Thet actuslly hoppened|
but beceuse Brooks invented such o poison, you regerd it s impleusible. After
e8ll, wasn't Hemilton just ee implausible when he invented o mysterious fluid
thet made Alonzo Todd end Billy Bunter the strongest men in the Remove?
Personally, I enjoyed both series. But my liking for the Brooks story doesn't
blind me to the meritse of Hemilton, and vice versa - which is my whéle crgument
Brooks is worth reeding. .Lpsart from the two types of story we've been telking
ebout, you can find practicelly every other type if you cere to look. And
whot's more, he didn't repeat his plots three or four times, neither did he use
leshings of padding to spin the story out!"

"Oh! &nd before I forget it," he seid, interrupting Roger, who was gbout
to speek, "Thet bit, where you were telking sbout the second New Series, ebout
the St.Frenk's stories in them being widely resd, thrmks to the reprints. It's
ell wrong, you know, None of the second New Series wes ever reprinted."

"Well, if I m:y reciprocete the compliment you peid me » few minutes ego,
Bob, I like erguing with you," replied Roger with ¢ smile. "You certeinly
hand me¢ things on @& platter. I'd thought up to this moment that sll the
St.Frenk's stories which I'd reed end which I'd perticulerly objected to - like
that one ebout Dr.Stafford weing drugged, for instence,- had first sppcared in
the second New Series which you advised people not to rerd. If in fect none
of them were reprinted, then I've certeinly never read any, end my imegination
boggles at the thought of them.,

"But I must teke up the point ebout those Greyfrisrs stories concerning
the Strong Men of the Remove," Roger went on, '"Now, unlike St.Frenk's fens,

I heve usually noticed thet Hemiltoniens tend to stote in no uncertain menner
whet they dislike in the work of their fevourite euthor. I think thet this
series was out of keeping with 811 the Megnet stories of thrt decede, #md I
have cxpressed this opinion before. No doubt it wes written ot the express
request of the editor, for Hemilton, like Brooks, wes not elways a free ogent.
But, essuming such » drug did exist, onc cen (by teling the series out of
context end disregerding 11 other Greyfriers stories) enjoy this series
bec.use oll the drug-tekers ected true to charescter - lAlonzo Todd becoming
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officious, and Billy Bunter becoming even mofe obnoxicus., But the trens-
formation of kindly Dr.Stefford into a sevage brute was so out of keeping vith |
his normel cheracter that it represents a far grester deviation from the normal
than did the Greyfriars series in question. lgein, the Strong Men series was
en isolated episode, whilst Dr.Stafford's transformation, though biologicelly
possibly, I expect, was only one of the many strange end tempestuous events
which destroyed whet trenquillity there was at St.Frenk's.

"Now there wes another point - oh! yes, you said thet Brooks never repeated
his plots three or four times. Well, I've quite the contrary impression. For
instance, the story sbout the White Giants in the 'Gem' wee a reheagh, not e
reprint of a Nelson Lee story."

Roger turned to the bookcese, and extracted the 1947 C.D.Annual,

. "Yes, here it is, in Jeck Murtegh's erticle. He states in connextion
with five of these 'Gem' seriels that 'it is believed thet these are original
stories, although there werc some with similer plots which appeared in the
'Nelson Lee'. I must also take you up about the stories with a detective
element, 1In the 'Gem', for instence, Nelson Lce pursued Foo Chow, Dismond
Eye at the Ghost River Rench, the imposter et the School from Down Under, the
Tibeten priests in the Ten Telons of Tasz, and Zengeri in the Black Hend et
St.Frank's, whilst the White Giants, Treasure Isle, and the Secret World seem
to me to be holidays in imeginery fureign countries. I'm foirly sure Nelson
Lge worked pretty hard 11 through those 'Schoolboys!' Owns'! as well, but I
think the trouble is that you snd I do not agree on the definition of a story
with & detective element." Roger consulted his notebook. "You mey be
interested to see whet Brosks hes to say in 'Gem' No.1l375 - 'You're not the
only reeder, by a long chalk, Bob Fyfe of Greenock, who tells me he would pre-
fer o serial with e school setting.' There follows a promigse of & seriel with
cricket, jepes, etc , but when it meterislised in 'The School From Down Under'
the jokes soon turned sour.

"This brigsme to enother point. Do you know, I don't remember ever
having reed @ St.Frenk's story without & villain in it somewhere. T've alwayg
felt that this insistence on peinting all charecters s black or white shows
thet Brooks never edvenced in the art of character-presentation., He never
geve us a rotter with redeeming virtues, like Cardew or Vernon-Smith, or a
hero with failings, like Herry Wherton. Admittedly, cads like Pitt end Full-
woed reformed, but they only turned from black to white, es it were. Apart
from heroes and rotters, the only other boys et St.Frank's were oddities or
eccentrics like William Napoleon Browne, Archie Glenthorne, Glerence Fellowe,
and Timothy Tucker. This defect in charscterisetion produced enother defect
in its turn. There seems & great lack of humour in the St.Frenk's storics.
Plenty of strenge things heppened, but I never once set back in my cheir and
roared with laughter at sny of them., This was pertly beceuse St.Frenk's had
no truly comic cheracters, snd partly because the suthor revised his work so
cerefully that it lacked the sponteneity from which ell true humour is born."

"It beets me," replied Bob, "how you. can make such stetements on tho besis
of heving read & mere hundred 'Nelson Lees' #nd 21l of them reprints in the
'Schoolboys' Own Library' (which, as even you must egree, wee not the boet
medium), ‘
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"Teke that statenent of yours ebout there being no humour in the stories.
My deer chep! The stories sre full of humour. For exemple, teke the time

Hendforth was elected skipper of the Remove end proceeded to rule things with
en iron hend, Thet was one long leugh from the begimning of the series to
the end. Apart from series like this, humorous cpisodes mbounded. Obviously,
I cen't mention even & fraction of them, but later on I'll lend you a few to |
read and if they don't convince you, I'1l give up! However, I'll mention one,
"You weren't there et the time, but on one occesion I read to the chaps
in the club en excerpt of ebout four pages from "Hendforth's Ghost Hunt", one
of the first New Series. There wes 8 representetive gethering, the mejority
being dic-hard Hemiltoniens. Well, although you may not heve even smiled, I
con essure you thet there were o good meny roars of leughter. ILeter that
evening one of the chops ceme up to me end seid, "I didn't know thet Brooks
wrote such good stuff. I wes under the impression thet a1l the 'Nelson Lee8'
wore detective stories." Thore's o morel there if only you cen see it!
"You've said morc then once that Brooks never advenced in the ert of
character representation. But in ell feirness, how cen you know? You've
admitted thet ell you've read ere reprints in the 'Schoolboys! Own ILibrary'. :
I don't know how many of these you've reed, but the reprints finished about i
two-thirds of the wey through the 0ld Series. By that time, I meintein, 1
Brooks wes really proving thot he was in the front renk ecs o writer. So you I
gee it's no good you harping on the reprints in the 'Schoolboys' Own Librexry' |
¢end the scriele in the 'Gem'. Reed the leter 0ld Series, snd the first New |
Series, snd then repeat your criticism if you cen. And don't say theot the I
tGem' stories should represent the best of his efforts, becruse they're not, i
|
l
l

for the ressons I've stated end which you constently ignore. ‘

"Now I seid just now that Brooke never repeeted hie plots. I'11 say it
egein becruse I don't consider the one isolated series you mention worth con-
sidering o8 sn argument, meinly beceuse it wes in the 'Gem' end I wes )
referring to the 'Nelson Lee' itself. .gain, you hoven't denied what I seid
about pedding.

"Now just a few more words about the second New Scries. I have never
edvised people not to read them, Whet I did sey, in the passege you are !
obviously misquoting., wes - wait o moment, let's get it right." Here Bob ‘
picked up the September C.D. Turning to the 'Nelson Lee Colum' he raead: l
"'Do not for o stert reed any loter then 1929,' I necedn't resd eny more !
becouse you know why I ssid it., Just one more thing &nd you cen heve your ’
8Oy o According to you, Brooks had no gift et choracterisetion, and yet you
say, concerning Dr.Stefford, thoet his trensformation from e kindly person into
& savege brute wes so much out of his normal cherecter etc.etc. Talk ebout
bending over backwerd to prove & theory! Brooks wmust have hed enough gift
of cherecter delineation to impress upon you what his normal cherecter was."

Bob leaned beck in his cheir end lighted & cigerette triumohently.

"7ell, now I think it's you who are misquoting me," seid Roger. "I never
szid that Brooks hed no gift S6r cheracterisation. Vhat I did sey wos thet
he never advenced in the art of cherecter-presentation, beccuse he insisted
on peinting #11 charecters os black or white. Dr.Stefford wes, of course,
one of the latter type just es, sey, Mr. Pycreft would be considered to be
one of the former. It doesn't require much skill to depict # kind person
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or an unpleasent pcrson, but it requires e tremendous amount of skill to
depict someone who is neither wholly good nor wholly bed, ond thet, after ell,
includes most of the people in the world todey. For instence, when I wes at
school I never occme across enybody like Nipper, but I ceme across severel who
were something like Herry Wherton or Vernon-Smith. You just don't meet eny-
one like them in the St.Frenk's stories. The impression I've got of Nipper
is of someone who is horribly smug, self-satisfied, end virtuous. In spite
of the fact thet he relates meny stories in the first person, he seems very
inhumen, Perhaps he is too good to be truel"

Roger peused to poke the fire, which wes burning low, end continued:

"Now, with regard to your contention thet the plots weren't repeated, I
can't let you slur over those 'Gem' seriels os ersily es that, Jack Murtagh
found repetitions in five difforemt: serislsy not merely in one. And what
sbout the barrings-out? There were seven of these in the 'Nelson Lee' -~ the
same number as there were in the 'Magnet', which ran for nearly twice as long!
I don't say that to have seven was necessarily overdoing it in the 'Nelson ILee'
but I don't think you cen claim with eny justificetion that that peper wes
free from repetition of plots.

"And incidentally, I don't see why Brooks' 'Gem' serisls shouldn't heve
been his best work., You've told me he was hempered by unco-operetive editors
before the 'Nelson Lee' ceme to an end, though I think most of this is an
evasion of the unpsletable truth thot by the time he'd reached his meturity
a8 e writer, the standeard of his work had gone dovn with a wellop. I cone-
sider that if you blame the aditors for this, you mey be putting the cert
before the horse; it mey be, you know, that the circulation of the 'Nelson Leg
wag going down, even during the first New Series, thet you edmire so much, &nd
thet these experiments that ceme leter were only sttempts to incresse the cir-
culation and so save the peper. If all this is wrong, end you are right¥,
why didn't Brooks put his foot down end refuse to write the type of story
thet appeared in the second New Series? After o1l, Hemilton successfully
put hie foot down in 1931, efter which dete no other author wrote about his
schoole. '/es Brooks afreid that he would be told thet the 'Nelson Lee!
might just os well close down?

"Anywey, once the 'Nelson Lee' had packed up, there wes nothing to stop
him putting all he'd got into these 'Gem' serials, instead of rehashing five
old plots. After ell, Hamilton wrote 2 few good Rookwood yasrns for some
years after the Boys' Friend ceesed. And Rookwood wes only & sideline, not
his mein interest ot ell. I'd alresdy noted whet you'd daid sabout pedding,
but I took this to be & sly dig et the Bunter episodes in the Greyfriers
stories, and to discuss them here would be a little off the point. Still,

o8 you've repeated it, I mey es well give my opinion. I think thet the Buntex
eplsodes end the frequency of so-caelled pedding in the Greyfriers stories is
often exaggerated. An incident concerning Bunter sometimes seems at first
to have no connexion with the story, but when you heve read on & bit, it
usunlly turns out that hies entics heve a lot of beering on the plot. The
only occesions where this is not so fre where a little light relief is delib-
eretely provided in dramatic stories.

“Some of Brooks' stories could have done with a little light relief,
like the series I'm reading now," declared Roger as he consulted hies notebook
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egein. IL desls with the coming of Reggie Pitt. I'm not impressed., The way
in which Pitt set out to get ©l1l his enemies expelled is too reminiscent of
the ecrly Vernon-Smith series when he got the Fsmous Five sacked (1ognets Nos.
247-254) to be a coincidence. And this Greyfriars series apperred before the
'Nelson Lee' begen, remember. Moreower, Brooks wrote & few Greyfriars storiesg
himeelf et this period, e.g. Mognets Nos.260 & 313. So I don't think he cen
have been ignorent of this series, which is one of the most femous in the
early 'Megnets'. Of course, it mey not heve been deliberete pléglarism, but
only unconscious imitetion. But whetever it wes, it shows 2 decided lack of
originelity." i :

"Before I sey eny more," said Bob, "what do you meke the time?"

"Five minutes to five," replied Roger, looking &t his watch.

"Good heevens! Is it es lete.es thet," exclaimed Beb, getting up to wind
the clock. "Tee will be ready in o moment. I hope I shell be sble to get
in whet I went to say before we're told to 'come and get it!'."

Resuming his seet, he went on: "iccording to you the hellmark of o
skilful author is his ability to depict characters who ere neither pure black
nor pure white, but o bit of each, Sort of grey, in other words. But surely
¢ character doesn't have to be like thet before it cen be termed o skilful
creation? You sey thet ell of Brooks' people were either black or white, good
or bad., 'ell, I might point out one, at lesst, who waee certainly o bit of
both ~ Vivien Trevers. But he wesn't the best of Brooks' crestions in my
opinion. Where Br.oks excelled wes in presenting very humen characters you
term '"White' beceuse they hed no shedy side.

"Teke Tdward Osweld Hendforth, for exsmple. Here we have someone with,
& lot of very human traits., . Hundy wes as streight os o die, but he could be
a8 obginate as & mule. He was cepeble of grest self-sacrifice, of loyalty,
end was generous to a feult. His feelings towards his perticuler friends
Church and McClure were well illustrated in & very fine series wherein Church
‘ls presumed dead. I'd like you to resd this series and if ofter reeding it
you 8till think that Brooks hezd not 'reached his meturity rs e writer!', I'1l -
I'11 - well, I'll wait until you've pessed en opinion.

"However, epart from Hondy, I meintein thet it requires os much skill to
portrey & 'black' or 'white' cheracter ( tp use your terms), if they sre to be
bellevable ¢nd true to life, end the St.Fronk's gellerv is full of people with
very humen qualities.

"Now about this repesting of plots business. You're not trying to tell
me, Roger, thot beceuse there were seven berrings-out ot St.Frank's they
therefore represented & repetition of plots! If thot's the case you might es
well sey that the summer snd Christmss holideay series were repetitions. The
word 'barring-out' doesn't represent a plot. If it does, then the words
'summer holiday series' do too! In which case Brooks repeated it obout six-
teen times end Hamilton ebout thirty!i!  Which, of course, is too potty for
words! No, I'm efroid you'll hesve to think up ¢ better srgument then thot.

I think you're distortiing things e bit as well, when you compere Hamilton's
Rookwood stories with Brooks. Brooks was the 'Nelson Iee', and to hove to
write serials in a rivel paper efter his own had been so summarily dealt with
wes adding insult to injury. ‘hy he did so I can't sey, but in eny case it
need not concern us ae it was @ purely personal metter. Maybe thore was o
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contract or something, With Hamilton, the ending of the ‘Boys' Friend!
didn't effect him in the lerst. He hed the 'Mognet', 'Gem', and 'Populer!’
with poseibly » few others thrown in, “ith him, there was every encoursge-
ment to give of his best. Not so with poor old Brooks.

"lell, old sport, I don't know sbout you, but my throat's getting dry
efter ¢11 this telking., = lold everything while I find out whet's heppening."

He got up And went to the door. Opening it rnd putting his hesd out,
ho oalled, "Lny chence for e couple of thirsty orstors getting some tes yet?"

Through the open door orme the sound of crockery :nd o mirmur of voices.

"It seems thet everything's resdy," seid Bob, coming back end stending by
the fireplice, "but we've got ¢ couple of minutes yet, so whoet were you going
to sey?

'"Well," s#id Roger, "I think you've been o dit too slick over this busi-
ness of repetition of plots. I grent you thet to have three holidey series
every yeer isn't repetition (unless, of course, eocch one is the some, e.ge &
foreign holidey). ‘But to repeet e perticuler theme, like 2 berring-out, whioﬁ
is so sensationel, must be plot-repetition, even though the incidents in it
ore different. 'then all is said end done, it is only a single besic idee -

e prolonged end united defience of suthority. It elweys made # good theme

80 long #8 it wasn't used too often -.indeed the Amelgemeted Press used to
advise outhors when they were in doubt about ¢ plot to heve o barring-out.

To them, #s I should think it would be to most pcople, » berring-out wes e
plot o8 much se the idee of, secy, introducing ¢ crook schoolmester would be.
The plot is, efter all, the skeleton of the story, snd you cen pad out your
skeletons with different incidentes if you like, but.it doesn't stop them being
the same skeleton,

"As for chirecterisetion, I slways hsad the feeling thet Trevers was
erretic, end thet Brooks never reelly hud a fixed conception of his cherecter.
Hendforth wes e different kettle of fish eltogether. .I grent you he wes
honest, loysl, gonerous, and obstinate - thus fer like Coker. If Brooks had
been content to lerve it et thet, it might hove been e1l right.  But Hend-
forth' relations with Church and McClure spoilt the whole thing.  They were
not intended to be hengers-on like Potter ond @reenc; so why were they de-
plcted c8 splleless crestures who were content to be continuslly knocked about
by Hendforth? I remember one oocesion (when Hendforth's sister hed eloped)
thet Hendforth bettered snd bruised his two 'friends' so bedly thet Nelson Lee
had to interveme. The whole thing scemed so unreel thet it geve the impression
Brooks didn't lmow whet he was going to write but just set down =t the type-
writer end hoped for the best., Thet's why I once seid his cherecters seldom
crme to life., X suppoce the besic difference in our outlooks is ccused by
the fect thet you reod the 'Nelson Lee' in its heydey, end I didn't," continused
Roger. "You regerd it with sffection, end I don't, I cen understend thet,
But I cen't understond why you let your effection cloud your judgment to the
extent thet you refuse to see enything wrong with eny of Brooks' work, Still,
it would be # dull world indeed if we £11l thought the seme} Personolly, I
think thet en &uthor's work should be judged on three points - cherecterisetion,
plot construction, end etyle of writing. I think thet Brooks' work mey be
considered & failure on ¢1ll three counts."
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"Thet bit sbout Trevers being erretic," replied Bob, "is quite revealing,
beceuse it shows up your hole nttitude of mind regerding. the St.Frenk's stories)
Earlier on you seid thet. cherecters such £s Vernon-Smith needed great skill to
portray. Now - when I give you ¢ parellel in the case of Trevers, you scy he
was erretict Yet they both hed the seme charscteristics, tempered, of course,
by the author's conception of his cherecter.

"Agein, Hendforth, you say, hed certain of Coker's weys, and whilst he
remcined Cokerish, or @ carwon copy of Hemilton's fifth-form chump, thrt wes
0.,K. with you. However, when Brooks developed him into the Hendy we knew in
later yeers, in other words, pure Brooks, you object. L4Ls to Hendforth's chums
»eing spineless, bothing could ®: further from the truth., Th-re were meny
occersions when Hendforth found that he hed tricd his chums' patience just e
little too much, &#nd suffered for it., It wes b.cousec they thoroughly under-

- etood his little weys end mede ellowances thet they remeined friends., It

wasn't Hendy.,that ruled the roost in Study D, but Church and MeClure. ‘fithout
them he wes lost. With regerd. to my affection fof the !'Nelson Lee' clouding
my judgment, well, perdon, my lesughter, but herk who's telkingl In my opinion,
the whole trouble with you o0l1d men, is thet your affection for Homilton's
writings hes blesed you in his fevour so much thet you positively resent any-
one being placed on the seme level, It's my belief thet ¢£1} this violent nnti+
Brooks stuff is part end parcel of this wiss, to such en extent as to cloud
your Jjudgment,

"Now I'm en admirer of Hemilton's Greyfriers yorns, Roger, but I don't
reed them with the sole object of finding feult with them. If I did, I probe-
bly wouldn't enjoy them helf so much. And thet I'm convinced iz enother recsoh
for your dislike of the St.Frank's teles. ' If only you could forget Homilton.
end his schools, and approech the 'Nelson Lee'! with an open mind, reeding, not
to criticise end to find feult, but Jjust with the intention of getting the best!
out of them. In other words, look for #11 the meny good points end not for
the infrequent bed ones. Whet's more, read 'em in the 'Nelson Lee', not in
the chopped-up state that you have been resding them, in the 'Schoolboys' Own
Librery'. Uven Hemilton's stories ere not so good in thet condition.,

"However , whetever your views ere on his cepabilities es & writer, there
is no doubt whetever thet . he is‘doing pretty well et the moment, end if all
those choice epithets you used in your S.P,C, orticle sre t rue, then "essrs.
Collins, the publishers, employ some pretty low grode Readers to pess for
publicetion the thirty-five to forty novels thet he's written., Now thenm's
fighting words where I come from, end I don't doubt thot you're preparing to
discharge & whole broedeide in your defence, but before you do T feel I've got .
to teke on o few supplies, otherwise I shen't lest the night out. So what say
we toddle elong to the dining-room #nd find out what's been leid on for tee?"

/A8 Bob stopped speeking, the fire subsided in the grete, °nd they both
noticed for the first time how low it had burnt. Roger frivolously suggested
thet it be rekindled with 'Nelson Lees', but Bob trcoeted this remark with the
disdein it deserved, and proceeded to shovel on some more coal. {

The clink of chine in the neighbouring room wes now too insistent to be |
ignored eny longer. The two collectors looked at each other, ‘smiled, end went
in to tea., Though neither hod really suceceded in convinocin the other of th
error of his wayg, both felt thet they hed ¥t least succceded in establishing
e point of view. In short, Christmas afternoon had teen well spent.,

|
|
!
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“Monoaraph on Yvonne Cartier”

By Harry Homer

PREFACE

We were chatting over a dish of tea at John Robyns' house in Hove.
Herbert Leckenby asked me what I wee going to write for the next 'Annual',
"That about a monograph on Roxene Herfiecld, I have & full set?' I suggested,
end Herbert looked et me in that direct Yorkshire way of his:-

"ihy don't you choose Yvonne Certier snd be done with it?"

S0 here it is.

But the earliest story I hed wes 542, and the start of Yvonne was in 485,
80 it was cleor thet & full 1ist of titles was the first thing I hed to com-
pile, and then I should have to beg, borrow or steal a full set of the stories -
I'd been trying to buy them long enough without much success. So I wrote &
begging letter to the "C.D." with wonderful results end I would like firet to
thenk all who wrote offering me their stories of Yvonne on indefinite loan.
Eventually I worked out that if Meurice Bond sent his, plus my owm, &nd a
percel from friend Bradshew in fer-off Chicago, it would be the least compli-
ceted method. This has been done with every success end my sincere gretitude
is due to both of them., Lastly e word of thanks to Len Packmen, Charlie right
end Bill Colcombe for inveluable work in compiling the list of titles et the
very stert.

Now to our subject.

Introduction

The first story festuring Yvonne Cartier ('The Adventuress') eppeered in
"The Union Jeck" dated 15th March, 1912, while the last issue in which she
eppeared was one of the Nirvena series, the finel one, dated 11th December,
1926. Numbers end titles will be found in & seperate and complete list, but
please note thet lack of space forbids me to cross-index the verious series in
which Yvonne mekes her mark but does not play the chief role in every story.
For example, she appeared in meny but by no means 211 of the Dr.Huxton Rymer,
Prince "u Ling, Criminals' Confederation end Nirvena stories. Those mentioned
in my 1list then ere only those in which Yvonne played e part.

So two facts emerge from & glance at our first piece of dete:-

a) The publication of her cercer side by side with thet
of Sexton Bleke covers a long period - almost fourteen ycars.

b) The period, 1913 to 1926/7, sew meny world chenges including
the virtual emencipetion of women, a world wer and a sociel
revolution - in many countries & very violent one.

Looked et from quite a different engle we note that G.H,Teed was in full
literary flower et the stert of this period - Doctor Huxton Rymer had mede his
debut not long before Yvonne, shortly efterwards Prince "u Ling wes to come
upon the scene. Apart from these gients we find o series feeturing The Council

of Eleven and stories of such characters as Jim Potter and Hemmerton Palmer to
mention but e couple.
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Therefore it is plein for ell to see that eny poor wretch attempting a
monograph, which hes to be fairly comprehensive to be of sny use et all, on
Medemoiselle Certier hes to perform the old trick of compressing several quarts
into & single piwb pot.

However, we will try - end let us hope thot the beer tastes good!

First then -—— that always-importent List of Numbers, Titles and Dates.

Stories featuring YVONNE CARTIER, the Adventuress, in the "Union Jack"

'U.J.'No:

Beyond Reech of the Lew.
hen Greek Meets Greek. (First meeting with Dr.Huxton Rymer).
On the Brink of Ruin.
Settling Day.
A Minister of the Crown.
The Detective Airmen. (Introducing the Grey Panther -~ Monoplein)
The Missing Guests.
By Right of Possession. (Lest of the Vengeence Series).
The Yellow Sphinx. (Wu Ling)
The Black Jewel Cese. (Yvonne outside the Law,)
The Mystery of Wella Welle. (On Holidey in Australie.)
The Secred Sphere. (Dr. Husmton Rymer end Wu Ling.)
The Grey Domino. (On the side of Sexton Bleke.)
The Case of the Redium ratient. (On Sexton Bleke's side v
Dr. Huxton Rymer.)
Deeth Club. (Introduction of Hemmerton Palmer.)
Crimson Peerl. (Dr. Huxton Rymer snd Sen of the Brotherhood
of the Yellow Beetle)
The Sweator's Punishment. (On the side of Sexton Bleke.)
The Great Cigerette Mystery. P
4 Soldier - end e Men, (i Client of Sexton Blake)
The .irmy Contrect Scendel. (On the side of Sexton Bleke)
The Secret of Kilchester Towers. (On the side of Sexton Blake)
The Men with the Scerred Neck. (Introduction of Bob Cartier)
Pugitives from Justice. (Lsteblishment of the Island Colony)
At the Turn of the Hour.
The Island of Feer. (The end of the Island Colony)
. "Corner" in Venilla. (On the side of Sexton Blake)
The Bluc God. (Dr. Nuxton Rymer snd Hemmerton Pelmer.)
The Sunken Schooner. (Dr. Huxton Rymer)
The Broken Spen. (Introducing Jim Potter.)
The Black Ret. (IntroducBng the Black Ret.)
The Crest of the Flood. (Jim Potter.)
The Threce Millioneaires.

The
The

Btories of the Criminsls' Canfederation by Robert lMurray.

The Cese of the Polish Refugee. (On the side of Sexton Blake)
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25. 3,22 963 The Affeirs of the Patogonien Devil. (The first Consultent )
story.
1. 4.22 964 .. Chinese Puzzle. (Consultent)
8. 4.22 965 The Black Vendette. (Comsultent)
20. 5.22 971 Count Flembert's Crime. (Consultent)
29. Te22 981 Sexton Bleke's Blunder. (Return of Dr. Huxton Rymer - see also
980 rmnd 982)
30. 9.22 990 The Broken Circle. (Consultent, seiling neer the wind end
v Sexton Bloke )
28,10.22 994 The Soep Selvers. (Consultent with Sexton Bleke v Dr. FHuxton

Rymer)
9.12,22 1000 The Thoussndth Chence. (The greet Crooks' Convention et Abbey
31. 3.23 1016 The Braend of the I.D,.B. Towers)

6.10.23 1043 Thc Cese of the Golden Pebble. (li°rly deys in \ustrelis)
1. 3.24 1064 The Strect of Meny Lenterns. (Ierly deysy v Sexton Blcke and
“la Ting)

11.10.24 1096 The Affeir of the Yellow Bricks.("¥lesh" Bredy)

13.12,24 1105 Sexton Blerke's Christmes Truce (Dr.lluxton Rymer, l'ery Trent &
George Mersden Plummer)

10. 1,25 1109 The Affeir of the Terten Box. (Zerly deye v Soxton Blrke)

31, 1.25 1112 The Adventures of the Blue Bowl. (With Sexton Blaoke v Prince

Menes )
T+ 2,25 1113 The House on the Cliff. (Sequel to 1112)
10.10.25 1148 The Green Rose. (¥orly Days in ‘mstrelin)

S.B.,L. (First Series)
1. The Yellow Tiger. (Wu Ling ond Baron Beeuremon of the Council
: o of Blevon)
325, The Greet Ivory Swindle. (Hammerton Palmer)

Detective Veekly - Reprints === /3300 = 478 = 437 = 430 = 320-

Boy's Journel -~ October, 1914. Eerly Deys Series - Prior to 'U.J.' 10.485.
Nirvene series in the "U.J." - No's:- 1198, 1199, 1200, 1201, 1202, 1203,& 1208.

P AR T o Quel

4 glance et the overall picture soon shows us that it is fer from easy to

tabulate the history of Yvonne Certier. One mey perhaps clessify the toles
into five types or groups.

First of coursec the initisl Vengesnce Scries which wes cerbon copiet so
very closely many ycers later with the Roxene Ferfield stories end, much later
still, reprinted in the dying '"Detective Teekly".

Then ceme & run of Double Numbers celebreting Spring, RBesteér, Summer
Holidey end, of course, Christmes. In meny of these she was coupled with
other charscters such as Dr. Huxton Rymer, Wu Ling Hemmerton Palmer, George
Mersden Plummer, llary Trent, Prince Menes and others, to say nothing of o brief

but importent pert in Bleke's struggle egeinst the Criminels' Confederation es
chronicled by Robert lurray®,

® See the .uthor's lonogreph on the Criminels' Confederction. (1950 ‘nnuel)
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Next, after 2 few indifferent toles soon after the outbreak of the 1914
Wer, we get the interesting Island Colony series.

More isolated teles, the introduction of Jim Potter and The Bleck Rat -
end G.H, Teed's four and & half yeers absence from the "Union Jack".

He came back with "“iledemoiselle Yvonne, Consultent' some time before
creating the wig come-beck of Rymer end Plummer, but slthough I personally
liked the teles, he somehow failed to ring the bell in her cese., There was
without doubt & demend for her presence in the peper but nothing efter 1916
can be seid to have the clessic touch. He even tried stories of her "Tarly
Days", but epart from & smell part in some of the Nirvena series, her last
oppearence in the "Union Jack" se & mejor cheracter wes es early es 1148,
"The Green Rose", (10.10.25)

She wes become a'legend snd legends belong to the past.

Although a comfort to meny o fellow during the long years oftrench werfere)
1914-1918, the glamour of her personality was lost on the following generation.

But in 1951 the glemour of the past flares bright once more snd it is in
order for us to look & little more closely back to those greet deys when England
was proud of her glorious Empire and one Englishman reckoned he wes ss good end
better then eny five "furriners".

So then - to the "Vengesnce " series.
"Union Jack", No.485 - 25/Jenuary/1913.
"Beyond Reech of the Lew"

Introducing the Great Princess of Mystery, this is the firet of the Vengeance
Series and is the initisl story of the femily ruin of the Cartiers by eight g
unscrupulous finenciers. We see Yvonne the jockey cheating her wey to moke e
fortune on the turf, bringing her first vengeance victim to suicide and meking
Sexton Blake an offer of marriege. Incidentelly the South Pacific islend
refuge is firet mentioned in this story.

488 - 15/2/13. "When Greck Meets Greek"

Dr, Huxton Rymer joins her circle on the second treil of vengeence (end profit)),
fells in love with her, arouses the jeelousy of Sexton Bleke but is thrown out
of her perty through his murderous designs end over-zeslous sttentions.

492 - 15/3/13. - "On the Brink of Ruin"

Veéngeence here Mrings her to srrest, but Bleke has to ask Inspector Thomasg to
meke the actuel] apprehension. Yvonne gets five yeers in broad errows but yet
bears him no 11)-will while Blake ruminates on scientific criminels.

495 - 5/4/13. - "Settling Dey"

48 Convict No.llll, Yvonne spends six winter months in Delemoor Prison, but
escapes in Februery through Groves end Hendricks, mete of the Fleur de Iys, to
Lgypt where she plens and cerries out & £200,000 gold robbery before cleiming
yet enother victim of her vengeence.

498 - 26/4/13. - "A Minister of the Crown"

The ruin and mentel ccllepse of yet enother victim - love interest sustained
by written notes.

¢
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! out of the water!.

501 - 17/5/13. - "The Detective .irmen"

ILnormous topicelity of the Adventuress Yvonne and e Bloke all greese end goggles
flying races laend to ship end ship to ship. The Grey Panther, & monoplene, ond
the greet Hendon - Paris eir race/chese. Yvonne both with end sgeinst Bleke in
her unmasking of yet another vengesnce victim.

505. - 14/6/13., - "The Missing Guests"

A further mention of the island refuge/home in the South Pecific. Use of the
wireless teclephone (It hus e future - Editor's note). Yvonne seves Tinker ond
the smitten Bleke lets her go gree.

509. - 12/7/13. - "By Right of Possession"

Lest act of vengeance. She is very close now to Blake - "Some day - Some dey,
he must yield."

Now I sense that George Hemilton Teed found himself in o bit of a fix.

At 2 time when berely e month pessed without the breaking of another Victorien
or Kdwerdien feminine sheckle in the world ebout him, he hed created his edven-
turess. She was Austrelisn by birth - perheps for reesons of circulationg ¢
Medemoiselle tu denote sophisticeation - cen we imagine o 1Miiss Evelyn Corter
having such an cffect on the great detective or indulging in such deceds of
dering?

v "Yyonne the Adventuress", ran the heedlines in oevery issue.

A women who, in 1913 remember, pleyed golf alone with & men; who smoked,
and cerried her own ‘cigerette cese ond went alone to o ball in e South Americen
seeport.

No- wonder the series was e hit; no wonder The Skipper wented mores his
post-beg wes ever fetter end many of the letters coame from new reeders not o
few of whom were of the weaker sex. The entire ides of such e character ot such
o time, when such sceiel reformers es H, G. Wells end G, B, Shew - to say nothing
of Mrs, Pankhurst, were et their most sensstional pesk, must heve created & great
success from the start. .

The ‘Skipper headlines his chet in No., 541 (21/2/14) := .

"However I am going to desl with & growl thet is deserving. WHAT'S
HAPPENED TO CHARMING YVONNE?" He promises more stories of her end prints letter
from enthusiastic reeders, : ; ;

Then in Mereh, 1914, came' the film - "The Clue of the V/ex Vesta".

Helf-page photogrephs and a form to fill up and send to "The lanager of
your local picture palace." In it you asked him to show "the great Sexton
Bleke Detective Drame: in three parts - 2t your hell. I should estcem it &
favour if you would book it soon, end oblige ..."

Yvonne was played by & rather attrective girl who badly needed a hsir-do
end was of course dressed in the eppalling style of pre-iugust 1914. Poor
Blake wes & portly gentlemen with e monocle who seemed to weer either knicker-
bockers or morning ccat, stripe trousers and stiff butterfly collar. However,
the film too seemed. to have caused quite a stir. There wes plenty of action
with Yvonne prepering the drug, ebducting the Baroness and felling into the sen
at least once. But Blake was never Without his pipe - even when pulling her

o

But we're getting & little shead of events in so far as the stories go for
we left Teed in whet seemed might be & bit of a fix.

(53) o N



The trouble mey have been thet en Yvonne in love with Bleske but dedicated
tc her cempaign of vengeence wes one thing but en Yvonne without thet over-
mestering drive for revenge to quiet her conscience wes gquite snother - after
ell to gein her ends she hed thought nothing of robbing, lies, cheating end
deceit, but now theat she had geined them what wes to become of her? The time
was not yet come for a femole crook to eppeer on the scene - Broadwey Kete wes
a8 war-time product end not Teed's enywey, nor wes she e sympethetic cheracter,
while Merie Galente and lMery Trent were creations of the future - end to reform
her utterly would beto meke her o bore.

Now the strongest critic of George Hamilton Teed cennot deny that when he
did e thing he did it properly, there were no half meesures for him. So we
next find our beloved Yvonne in & Specisl Summer Double Number (512. - "The
Yellow Sphinx"), This time she cen still cleim to be en adventuress but she
is 1lined up on the side of Sexton Bleke ageinst such formidable opposition es
Prince “lu Ling, the Brotherhood of the Yellow Beetle end Dr, Huxton Rymer, end
much can be forgiven & women who has the coursge to face that lot!

Any short list of Teed's '"best ever" must heve this one on it.

Here is & Rymer sunk so low with drugs end dissipetion thet he is a very
slave of Wu Ling's will who 2lone has ¢ medicine which can cure the creving for
opium, IHere is & story tremendous in melodrema with impersonations, kidhepping)
torture and rescue. No wonder that both Yvonne end Rymer sdded & deep respect
to their other feelings for Blake. Almost to the end of this cese u Ling
seemed to hold all the cards, for i Rymer wes his sleve, Yvonne was to be his
wife - end Sexton Blake stood alone ogeinst him,

Surely the "Union Jack" ond G,H, Teed were in top form durinc this pericd -
Teed ren these three great characters in separeste series but would put two or
all of them together when it suited his purpose - such @s in the Spring, laster,
Summer or Christmas Double Numbers.

In the ordin-ry issues he scemed still to be trying to find e reguler formula
for Yvonne - we find one described in sub-titles aos a "charming Romence",
ghother as e "Breezy Story", yet enother e "drematic Episode", etC..e..

In the first mcntioned (518) Bleke finds the flat ot Queen /nne's Grte with
the picture of himself henging on the well; the second sces Yvonme (riding
astride) on holiday at Bingebong Stetion (528) whilst the third (543) finds Bleke
in full evening dress setting off to e dete with Yvonne at a mesk ball and being
driven in & big limousine by his cheauffeur, Forbes!

But this has teken us prst 8 very importent Double Number, thet for
Christmes, 1913, "The Secred Sphere", (529). This is another Rymer, Wu Ling
all-ster thriller which moves from Cenefa to Cordiff. Yvonne and Graves ere
by now well established at Queen fnne's Gate with Bleke snd Tinker as frequent
social visitors. He is still trying to meke her line up four-squere with thc
lew end she is now hiding her love but nursing it with the 2id of his portreit
sketch #nd minieture. It is worthy of note that Dr. Huxton Rymer is still in
love with her even to the extent of double-crossing the redoubteble "u Ling.
Incidentally it is in this story that he writes, when sn ordinary seemen eboerd
the cergo ship, "Eestern Queen", in Cardiff Docks over Christmes, none other
then that immortel treetise "On the Emenations of Radium in Relation to their
Action on Cancer end the Curetive Power Thereof".

The great power in these stories lies much in the wesy the cheracters live
end develop tele by tele, Yu Ling is not just e Chinese villein end we learn
not just whet he is after but the very importent WHY he is efter it. Rymer
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writes his treetise end leter, in the Spring Double Number of 1914, "The Case
of the Redium Petient" (548), is given e chence of putting his theory to the
test. In this he has every success but not in the criminal scheme which goes
with it. This is broken up by Bleke end Yvonne, to sey nothing of Tinker end
Graves. There is no longer mention of Rymer loving Yvonne end the fee of ten
thousend pounds is evenly shered by the other two.

Even the minor characters ih those days geined in steture story by story -
first the grey cer, then the cheuffeur, then Forbes the cheuffeur, then the
Grey Penther. It is the seme with the Hotel Venetirs end its steff -~ first e
mention, then o neme end efter » few stories & minor cherecter is created -
Rex, the Heed Weiter, Kelly, the Commissioneire, Herry the Barmen end Browning
the Meneger. ‘There is plenty of room for reseerch work on the subject of
Teed's minor cheracters - and interesting work too.

In fact, every time I look ot my copy of "U.J." No.l000 snd cast my mind
beck from 1923 to 1913 ond then forwerd to the end of the "U.,J." in 1933, I
wonder whether there should not be & few specirlist Blake collectors who
would reise themselves sbove their fellows and study only the works of George
Hemilton Teed.

But revenons a nos moutons. After all, we heve es yet only reeched 1914.

Now we find thot if Teed hed resched » now level with his detective~
adventure formule,roving the whole world ss @ province for his flights of
imagination end fictionel fancy,yet did disester lle eheed.

The subsequent cheos consequent on the outbreck o f the First World War
was tc stert only three deys after publicetion of the third of three of those
grand Double Numbers of which we have slready looked ot the first., The second
wes only ten issues later, e Summer one, "The Deeth Club", (558), in which
Hemmerton Pelmer mekes his bow end Bleke snd Yvonne sgein work together. The
third, for August Benk Holidey this time, wes "The Crimson Peerl" with Rymer
back agein end was dated August 1lst, 1914.

And on the fatel fourth o wey of life wes ended, ¢lthough few knew it at
the time. Breve or sepient indeed wes he who could foretell with eny ecourecy
just whet the future might hold . . . .

But the papers hed to come out, wer or no wer, snd by the same token, the
stories had to be written.

It wes not until October 3rd, (573), "The Sweater's Punishment", thet e
Teed tele appcored in the wartime "U,J.", end that wes most likely written
before the outbreak. Yvonne is now protecting the working poor ageinst the
wicked rich!

Then we go into three stories the titles of which give enough clue to the
contents - "The Great Ciyerette Mystery", (582), sub-titles "e terrible ploy
against our breve Tommies"; the 1914 Christmes Double Number, (584) "A Soldier
end e Men", end (597) "The army Contrect Scendel",

©  The next story (614) "The Secret of Kilchester Tcwers'" shows a chenge.
We are now in July of 1915 with trench warfere well csteblished, the papers
are much reed by the Tommies it would seem end they didn't went to sit out
there and read of scendels et home, so Teed ceme out with a streight detective
story. But this wes not his medium, the scope wes not wide enough for
characterisations or geogrephicel situations of unusuel interest.

Now we have alreedy noted during the Vengesnce series more then one
mention of e retreat, home or refuge on @ remote end unknown island dcep in
the South Pecific Cceen. It is an ege-0ld exiom that soldiers in wertime do
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not want to reed of war and the letters from serving men show thet the paper
was being sent regulerly to e lerge number in France.

So Teed reverted to the far places of the earth in 2 splendid little
series of four stories which I will cell the "Island Colony Series",

These are importent for various reesons but mainly because they mark a
new point in the relations between Blake and Yvonne sand also because we meet
for the first time her brother, Bob Certier, otherwise Spike Carter. In fect,
the first of these, "The ilen with the Scarred Neck" (633), is mainly concerned
with his edventures and wrongful eccusetion of murder. The finish sees Bleke
tear up the werrsnt for his arrest and informing Imspector Thomes thet he
(Blake) is withdrewing from the case. It would seem at this time that Bleke
edmits her influence by the several occasions, 2s instanced by the one above,
when he puts his feelings of the heart before those of reeson end cold justice
or letter of the law. But he is adament, despite repeated occesions of week-
ness, in holding tc the supreme isoletion of his very personal ego which he
fully sheres with no person alive seve only Tinker. Truly does he strive
elways to be "the captain of his soul". As you will see, he must have had e
real fright in "The Yellow Tiger" affeair! Yvonne by now fully recognises
this fact and has given up all hopes of conquest, although she still nurses
an illimitable depth of love and pession for him. Those warm, deep and last-
ing roots of affectionate friendship between them ere in process of formation
but only come to full flower long after this period, sey between the Jim Potter
era (697 - 714) and the Consultant period (959 - 963 to Nirvene) whivh wes of
course the time when G.H, Teed had no work published in the "U.J."!

Now the Islend Colony wes & most quixotic project on the part of Yvonne
which had as much chence of widespread success in practice as the reinbow-hued
policy of theory preachied by our rulers of today. All men are not, never hove
been and never will be equal one to the other - save only in rights. The one
who works all the week with an eye on the clock end 2 mind on Saturdey night
will not get, or should not get, such a greest rewsrd s he who works on until -
the job is finished, and has his mind set on self-improvement end future
advencement, Indeed may Justice err but on the whole the scrles fall even.
So Yvonne's ides of on islend poradise rim on communel or socialistic (I am '
purposefully avoiding words tinged with eny shede of political meening!), lines
was doomed to feilure from the start (es Bleke told her at the finish), unless
she could find some method of changing numen nature so that gretitude and
self-discipline could teke the place of venity, greed and selfishness.

No need to give deteils of the stories here except perheps to note that

one (633) was a Christmas Double Number (1915) end one introduced Baron Besuremd

(639) without his Council of Rleven. Inough to say that the quertet represent
Teed at his best.

Now agein we encounter a hiatus - & flowering period is coming to its end,

In almost six months we find but three unrelated stories - "A Corner in
Venillae" or "In the Hends of the Mexicens' (669); "The Blue God" or "The Third
Christmas" end "The Sunken Schooner" or "John Bexter's Secret".

The first is & neet little story with Blake and Yvonne acting together
in a finenciel partnership which nets them & clear profit of £70,000 between
them which they egree, in the last paregraph, to pool in en endeavour to meke
themselves a million. The second is another all-ster Christmas Double Number
with parte for Dr. Huxton Rymer and Hemmerton Palmer to say nothing of the
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"Chinese Hoo Feng Tong of Sendeken", end the third is another episode set in
for places where Rymer turns up once more end Bleke with Tinker is found
cruising the South Sees on holidey with Yvonne, Graves end Bob Certier in the
Fleur-de~Lys.

But Teed must have been stuck sgein - here he wes with e heroine populer
both with Editor end public, but I should imegine most unpopuler with his
fellow writers - look how many of them leter imiteted her, even Teed himself
when he cerbon-copies her with Roxeme Herfield! Without reseerch I can cell
to mind Lewis Jackson's Olge Nesmyth, Anthony Skene's Julis Fortune, Robert
Lurrey's elmost impertinent use of Yvonne herself, Gilbert Chester's Eileen
Hele (elthough she was merried to Gilvert), Teed sgein with the pellid June
Severance snd lestly, the sickly sentiment of poor Tinker's fleme, Wirvena.
This neme I have alweys been told in the Lest stonds for the Buddhist Heeven,
nlthough The Concise Oxford Dictionary defines it es "Buddhist beatitude, i.e.
stote of extinction of individuelity end sbsorption into the supreme spirit".

I will sey no more,

So Jim Potter sppeers upon the scene - & young end sttractive men this
time full bent on femily vengeence. A Canedien, he does not meet Yvonne until
the second story of three:- "The Broken Soen" (697), "The Crest of the Flood"
(706), end "The Three lillioneires" (714). In between the first two, we find
"The Bleck Ret" (701), hcedlined "Megnificent New Yvonne Series Starte Inside!l"

It cen cesily be scen that this period is rether confusing but we mst
rémember thet the wer wes in a very bed stege, the peper shortege hed arrived
end the old life hed alreedy broken down., The peper and print had become
abomineble end I cen now quite reeslise, end egree with, my liother's extreme
disepprovel of the psper, not on sccount of its contents, but of the very smell
print. In foot, I wonder to this dey ot times, I em forty-five this year, how
much of my short sight is due to the 1914-18 vitemin deficiency, end how much
to the smell print of the "Union Jeck". Che seras sarel

But "The Three liillioneires" (714) merks the end of an ere es pleinly es
does the last "U.J." efter it, or the firet George Mersden Plummer story
»efore it, en era thet is in the work of G.H,Teed epropos lMddle. Yvonne Cartier

I egree, ond em thenkful, thot Robert lMurrey glves us five glimpses of
her cereer during the next few years in his Confederoation ssge, but epart from
these she leeves the pages of the "U.J." until 1922 - a space of some four and
e helf yeers.

So our heroine, creeted in 1913, o furore in 1914, declining o little in
1915 =nd 1916, tekes e bow end slips from the sceme in the summer of 1917.

Vies she teken prisoner perheps during some Secret Service effort on behalf
of the Allies? T/rs she 11l or wounded end meybe languishing in some foreign
or orientel hospitel or lonely bed in some ferewey plece? Did she withdrew
herself from contect with her fellows until the growing pein of her love end
pession for Sexton Bleke had died awey with the pessege of time until she felt
eble to fece the world once more?

Thatever the reeson we shall never know it now, for es I heve said, en
ere wes closed snd when the next one opened the world hed chenged - end so
hed Yvonne!

So perhaps it is as well if I set e period just here so that the patient
reader cen sit end look bock on the glories of that closed pest in e glow of
hgogy Fetromect Fefore tSEiua, oo, ptteve, "R UL T OO e
the /dventuress.

END OF P.RT ONE
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ERTCTAN

Being an est1ﬁ5te of the plece hecld in Blakiena of Sexton Bleke
Librery (First Series) Number One,"The Yellow Tiger'. by George
Homilton Teed.

There is no possibility of over-estimeting the extreme importance of this
story, no metter from which point of view the approach be made.

Likc most things it must hove been the product of ite period., It is
for exemple impossible to envisage the contemporery cecophony which goes under
the heeding of music being either composed or listened to in those deys of
Victorien security when Britons were proud of their heritage end not eshemed
tu strike @ blow in their own defence.

The Number One was published on lMondey, 20th September, 1915. By this
time 211 hopes of & quick finish to the Germen conflict were deed and the mein
struggle was bogged down in the filth end mud of the Flenders trenches. The
"Union Jecks" of thet period bore a label on the Back pege so that the copy
could be sent out to somebody et the front. After Neme, Compeny, Regiment,
B.EJF. ceme the brief note "Or if missing to Compeny Commender" followed by
en even grimmer one:- N,B, If the Addressee cemmnot be found will the Company
Commender kindly sce thet this book is NOT returned to sender but handed to
the Addressee's companions to resad.

Stark reelism hed struck deep into everybody's individusl life end the
restful tinkling o’ the weltz wes forever stilled.

So & new ere was born end "The Yellow Tiger" mey well be called the bridge|
between it and the old one. This is en edult story - no tele for children or
even for what sre now known as teenagers. It olso fits the pocket of suit |
or uniform.

For studentsof Teed's work it mey well be clessified es his merldien,
the very high noon of his prime.

Detcctive Story? Yes., [Ndventure Story? “/ithout doubt. Love 8tory”
Indubitably.

Here we find Prince Yu Ling end his infamous Brotherhood of the Yellow
Beetle lined up with Germeny and opersting through the Chinese quarter of the
Cardiff dock aree. On his side et the start is Baron Robert de Besuremon
end The Council of Eleven. The struggle ageinst Bleke becomes so bitter thet
even Beauremon becomes sickened end changes sides towerd the finish.

Yvonne is well to the fore and has seldom pleyed o finer pert, while eny
who mey still doubt that she was the one end only womsn whom Bleke really
loved ere referred to pege 101 of "The Yellow Tiger'. The Herfields and
the Guises may heve sroused verying degrees of passion in him et different
times but these are mere cendle flomes compered to his feelings for Yvonne
Cartier. I merely stress this point for the benefit of those who wrote to
me saying that the Yvonne Certier teles were not of such importence as those
of Roxene Herfield end suggested that my mcnograph should deel with this
letter es the most importent women ever to enter the iife of the greet
detective.

No, there was only one end that wes our feir Yvonne end it might have
been for her thet Lord Byron wrote his lines:-~ "iAles! The love of women}

It is known ' :
To be a lovely and a feerful thingi"
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It wes after this exprience on the Islend of Keitu that she venished from
civilised ken to her Pecific Islend retreet and tried to forget end lose her-~
self in the business of creating the Islend Colony. (U.J. 631, 633 et seg.).
As for Bleke he too had gone through the fire and well for him that he had the
love of Tinker to sustein him.

Chronelogists mey be interested to note that I place "The Yellow Tiger"
efter "U.J." 607, "The Quest of the Grey Penther" for Wu Lings 613 "Scoundrels
A11" for Beeurcmon end 614 "The Secret of Kilchester Towers" for Yvonne.

4180 that the only reeson that Becuremon took the plece of Dr. Huxton
Rymer in such en importent story is thet (to the best of my kmowledge) Rymer
was never & traitor to his country - in fect S.B.L. (First Series) No.ll,

"The Two lfysteries'" shows that he served ss & medicel officer in the French
Lrmy, won e Legion of Hounour for his work at en emergency field hospitel elmost
in the front line and held the renk of Lieutenent-Colonel.

But I dleréessis e is

We must now, having seen the Yvonne sege reach from inception to pinnecle,
cest our eyes forwerd to her modern period which begen with the pleesent but
never overwhelmingly popular "Consultent" series.

Yle have passed the meridien.

i e o el R B 1

"/hat's not destroyed by Time's devourihg hend?"
(Rev. Jomes Bremston)

The gep in Teed's "U.J." w.rk extends, according t- my celculations, from
the end of 1917 until the start cf 1922 - about four and e half years.

We have a2lready speculcted as to the fortuhes of our heroine during this
period and the pity is that there is little or no-speculation es to the menmcr
of her return. . :

If Yvonne Cartier wes o daring riot in 1913, she secmed almost middle-
oaged in the flepper-jezz-cocktail age of the Roering Twenties. The whole
situation may well be summed up in Val's cover picture to 963 - "Medemoiselle
Yvonne, Consultent". ' Verily o sombre scber scene which shows & youngish Bloke)
en elmost adult Tinker end o most matronly Yvonne - very different from the old
deys!

Her actual return wes in 959 "The Case of the Polish Refugee!" which hes
what must be one of the worst-drewn covers ever worn by the old paper. There
is an introductory note before the start of the first chepter which gives »
very guarded version of the past relations between the two, and holds out an
obviously mendecious hint of whet might heppen between them in the future.

The story is a good Teed Paris one ond the illustretions excellent - the very
best Reeding. On poge 15 is the strenge snnouncement concerning the forth-
coming debut of Yvonne es o detective end this idec, o8 mentiondd ebove,
started in 963 and the two following numbers; a1l stories which mey be des-
cribed as good sound Teed. But in 971 & soft pedel is applied, there is no
mention of the Consultent side, the charscters being sub-titled as '"the

famous trio". So we find Blake and Tinker cruising as Yvcnne's gucsts on

the Fleur-de-Lys in (of course) Fer Hastern waters. Note here thet Bleke
"hed turned over the rest to Gordon Lindsey, his lontreel correspondent, who
had come across to England to cerry on ot Beker Street during Blake's absence."
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Thc next tele shows ¢ flesh of the old Teed - Rymer is back with & bang,
He rates & three-column helf-page Introductory end esterisk explanatory
roferences to "The Vystery of Walle Well:", wrongly given es "U.J." 509 when
it is of course 528, #nd S.B,L's 219 end 229, 980, 981 ~nd 982 held three
crecking yerns which cerry the action helf scross the world end form & reelly
fine trilogy. In the third cpisodc it is of interest to note thet "u Ling is
featured in e minor role end (so far as I know) Sir Gordon Sedler, the fabulous
Hsui-Fei, mekes his bow. It is not, however, his first meeting with Blrke and
there is a mention thet on two previous occesions they had worked together, but
I hove been uneble to trece any record of them. In eny cese, this number mey
be teken a8 the precursor of the wonderful modern run of u Ling teles in the
"U,J.", which stertcd with No.1l000 end ended with the Menchurien series in 1933
(1494/5/6).

But if Rymer had returned with & blere of success, the seme connot be said
of our heroine who next sppeers in 990 end srils very ncer the wind, Two weeks
leter finds her egein with Rymer in "The Sosp Selvers" snd then of course that
very speciol story, "The Thousendth Chence" in "U.J." No.1l000, the nearest
"modern" number to be compared with the old "Doubles" - and I include the Gwyn
Evens Christmes ones with #11 due deference to Rex Dolphin!

The truth often hurts, but I em efreid thet we must now feace up to the
idea that Teed just did not know what to do with Yvonne ot this juncture. She
could not ®e fitted into the scheme of things in @ mejor role with eny reel
sense of satisfection. Her sex head goined such e full meesure of emencipetion
during end after the war with Germeny thet whet hed been sensationnl wes now
become mcrely o very little out of the ordinery. After ell, Pearl "Thite,

Amy Johnson end Suzenne Lenglen hed come or were soon to come, into the deily
headlines; Nurse Cevell hed died in defience of the Germen might, snd women
had been elected to Perlisment. They even tried to play footbell!

So Teed went back to the pest #s the best mesns of escnpe,end of the last
nine stories (exceptins the Nirvene series) five were of the "0ld Doys", one
was e Christmes number. two formed one story featuring Prince lMenes &nd the
other was "Consultent".

Ind that ebout brings us to the end.

Ls with Yvonne so wes Nirvene ., product of her esge; as with Yvonne the
idee wes & grend one et first. In resl life, however, when two people fell
in love something has to be done ebout it sooner or leter, end this generelly
resolves into either a perting for good or o mating for the same pcriod.

So we come back to the old, old query of whether or not Bleke (end
Tinker too, I suppose) should ever get himself o wife.

There is no place for thet discussion here, but I sometimes think thet,
even if Tinkcer nover tumbled to snything, old Greves might throw quite e light
on the exact relations between Sexton Blake end Yvonne Cartier - snd jolly
good luck to both of them, seys I!

EPILOGUE

There recmein now but a few loose threrds to fill in the generel outline of
our survey.

One of the most difficult problems seems to resolve itsclf into & metter
of individuel taste - I refer to that of Yvonne's best picture. 1lMest of the
"y, J." ertists had en ettempt et her.
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Meking #11 sllowences for chenges of time end feshion, I pick two -
rather perheps at rendom but at lesst they stick most in my mind.

One is deted 1913 by Vel and she is shown riding astride but skirted end
cracking e stockwhip. This is from "U.J." 485, and is used agein in 528, It
is e most graceful sction picture end typicel of the esrly Yvonne. The other
(1924) strengely enough, shows her es & brunette end is by #ric Parker in
"U.J." 1064. She is in evening dress, wearing o short jecket-coat, and is
about to be strengled by & Chinamen! By 1939 the same ertist hed her, in the
"D.W." reprints, es a hard-feced pletinum blonde in slacks! This, I feel is
a pity, but as I seid before, the whole subject is lergely e metter of indi-
vidual teste.

The seme aoplies to the fashions, concerning which I have but one thing
to sey,ond thet ies to eny who feel inclined to laughs ot the styles of 1913
and, sey, 1923 or even 1933, Before you laugh pick up » copy of & 1951 news-
peper and try to imagine what todey's feshions will look like in twenty-thirty
or forty yeers' time! So rether then laugh, give those old-time artists
credit for some very fine work - in particuler - Vel.

But our sage shows us that other things chenge as well as clothes. I cen
call to mind ot lesst thres.

The pledged word end the honoured truce sre two of them, the third concerng
the modern habit of shooting & revolver from the hip or through the coet
pocket. In the old deys all revolvers were festured as being pointed straight
at the victim's fece with the erm of the holder elmost gt faull stretch - so
most eesy to knock up. Alsc, FS Bob Vhiter so eptly pointed out in his
excellent erticle on the subject y it wes rare to come across a properly de-
lineated revolver in meny of the ertiste' drewings.

Now to & memtion of the reprints. No more than five have been brought to
my notice and I think it will suffice to cetalogue them without comment. Ve
find then that "U.,J." 485 becomes "D,W.351, "The Girl Who llade Pearls";

"U.J." 492 becomes "D,W." 354, "The Cese of the Purple Cotton"; "U.J," 498

_ becomes "D,W.362, "The Case of the Secret Courier", then we go back to "U.J."
488, which becomes "D,7.366, "The Vengeance of Yvonne", and lestly, "U.J." 518
becomes "D,W." 371, "L Riddle in Red Leather". There may of course be others,
8o please do not teke this 1list to be e complete one.

4 lest point to note cbout these reprints involves mention of an article
in the second "Sexton Blake Annual" (1941) by 2 certein Doneld Robin entitled
"Glamour Girl Crook, the Blonde and Beautiful Yvonne'"., This gentlemen quotes
the reprints as if they were the originals ond makes the emezing statement
that Sexton Bleke obtained for her a free pardon, "Which cencelled the prison
sentence she still had to serve after her drematic escepe from Dalemoor in
recognition of her services ageainst "The Brotherhood of the Yellow Beetle,' @
vicious &nd poverful international crime ring".

Once again I think it better to edd no comment!

Lestly I wish to record the existence of an "Early Days" series of Yvonne
Cartier stories which started in the "Boys' Journel", October'l4. They vere
written os having teken plsce prior to "U.,J." 485 so Blake and Tinker could
heve played no part in them.

®10ollectors! Digest", Vol.3, No.30.
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ind my final parsgraphs bring us once more to that marrisge controversy -
details are in ".\ Word from the Skippar" fRomiNTJ e 541 . 588/590 - but no
solution is found either by the .ditor or his readers.

Perhaps the greatest cherm of this most fascinating of characters is that
her greatest problem will forever remain her greatest mystery.

If only we could stand Graves & really bumper dinner at the Venetia, I
think by the time the cigars and brandy were goinb the rounds, that the wily
old fox could tell us a lot.

I N I8

THE PRE-SEXTON BLAKE STORIES IN THE
PENNY "UNION JiCK™

By Herbert Leckenby

For about two yeers after the price of the Union Jack was raised to a
penny (October 17th, 1903) the long complete stories were mainly of a varied
type - only very occasionslly did Sexton Blake gppeer. The stories were of
considereble length end cerried the slogan ". 3/6 Boys' Story Book for 1d."
This wes something of en exaggeration et the time, of course, but put them
between stiff covers to-dey snd it would have a2 good deal of truth in it.,

They were written by some of the best boys' suthors of the doy, eppeared on
good peaper, end were well illustrated. They deserve to be recorded, so here
they are. Vhere & number is omitted it is because it was a Sexton Blake story

. Story
With Pick end Lemp.

Author

1. T, 0. Bridges.

2. Captein Mertin's Secret. John Stanton. ,

3. Held by the Enemy. William Murray Graydon.
4. Hunting Gold. Cecil Hayter. :

5. For Liberty. Ty B Dowling—Mtltland.
6. Son of the Regiment. Alec G. Pearson

T. The Squetter's Revenge. Merk Darren.

8. The Sea Rovers. Arthur S, Hardy.

9. Through Peril to Fortune. W. Sapte.

10+ The Phantom of Tregenna, Y * thi{?gp;,

11. Tried and True. Captain Arthur Leigh.
12, Britons .ill, Regineld Wray.

13, Swordsmen Three. Merk Darren,

14. Bravo! Little Jepan! Re inald Wray.

15. Sons of Canada . Paul Herring.

16, The Train Robbers. Herbert Maxwell.,

17. The Young Husser. Alec G, Pesrson.

18. The Forbidden City. Merk Derren.

19, Frank Ferret, Detective. Cecil Hayter.

20. The Great Mutiny.

W. Murrey Greydon. (cont'd. p. 20)
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“ﬁ_ Christmas Adventure in Daker Street”

By &n 0ld Boy

Yes, I remember it very well, elthough it is meny yearé fg0 now.,

It wos just bufore Christmes — ewout the 23rd of December. I hed come
up to London to do & little shopping - presents, end so forth.

There had been & heevy foll of snow, which was still lying about mostly
untrodden., I hed turned out of Peddington Street snd wes meking my wey
carefully elong Beker Street when it happened.

4L stiffish gentlemen with o rether militery oir hod just pessed me when
something whizzed by my eer. I heord a sort of smecking sound followed by
a cry of rage.

Turning round I sew the gentlemen whom I hed just prssed, sheking his
fist wrathfully et o youth who wes scudding down the other side of the strect.
On the psvement ley o shining top hat which by its appearsnce had been struck
desd centre. by o snowbrll,

"The young rescall" fumed the elderly gentlemen, ¢nd then turning to me
" he ejoculated, "I don't know whot Beker Street is coming to."

By this time I hod recognised him.

"Surely you cre Dr. Wotson, the frmous rssistent of Sherlock Holmes?"

I seid.
; "Sey rother, the sssistont of the femous Sherlock Holmes. Yes, I am he.!

"How is Mr. Holmes?" I esked. '"Hes he hed many cases 1l:tely?"

"Not meny," grunted the doctor. "Most of the business is now going to o
fellow who hes just set up in oppoeition, end in the seme street, too. Did
you sece thet young devil who snowballed me? That wes this upstart's assisten!
Tinker, they call him - the Boy I meen - end o demned good neme for him too."

"/het is the new men's neme?" I asked.

"Blake, Sexton Blcke."

"Where coes he put up?"

"With Mrs. Hudson's old crony, Mrs. Bardell, further down the street,"

. Wotson replied gruffly.

"But surely," I protested, "he is never so good thet people prefer him
to Holmes!i"

"fell, you see," the doctor enswered slowly, "Holmes is getting on. And
the new men is good, - very good; in fact, Holmes edmires him,"

"You mesm to sey they heve sctusally met?"

"Once or twice. Their methods ere not dissimiler., But I personslly
cen't say I like it - this friendship, I meen, osnd as for thet "Minker'! —-i"

Just then the youth in question ceme im sight, eccomprnied by » trll
slénder figure,

"Look! this is Blcke," ejeculated Dr., Wetson.

I wetched the oncoming figures with curiosity. [Little did I know how
famous they were to become.

L8 they ceme up Sexton Bleke stopped.

"Good evening, Dr. /ztson," he seid. "Mey I epolosize for the rudeness
of this young imp. I sew whet heppened from the window of my consulting room

Dr. Wateon's fece reddened. -

o
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'iell, Mr. Bleke," he replied, "I accept your apolo y, and trust your
young - er - friend will try to restrein his eXuberance in future."

Here Tinker chipped in. "Sorry, sir," he seid, "It shealt occur again,
but really your topper presented such a perfect target."

"That's all right, lad," the doctor said, "I was young myself once -
though you might not believe it."

"Well, doctor," said Sexton Bleke, "and how is my honoured rival,

Mr. Holmes?"

"Holmes is here to speak for himself," broke in another voice.

We all turncd et the sound, and there was the lean ascetic figure of
Sherlock Holmes himself. llderly now, but as upright as ever, and with o
twinkle of humour in his keen grey eyes.

He end Sexton Blake shook hends warmly, and the younger of the two
renowned detectives who were to make Beker Street femous throughout the world
repeated his question.,

"Very well, indeed, Mr. Blake," wes the reply, "and I hope you sre the
same."

The two men, so much alike in meny things, chetted warmly, whilst Tinker
and Dr. "etson regerded each other with en odd mixture of respect end suspicion.

It was & unique scene, and I only wish it could have been photographed
for the edification eand plessure of the generation of to-day.

Sexton Blake spoke; -~

"So your 'Illustrious Client' decided not to prosecute you for burglary
efter all, Holmes," he said.

"No," laughed Sherlock Holmes, "I shall have my Christmes dimner in
Baker Street, end not in Pentonvillet"

"Speaking of Christmas," seid Blake, "ere you engeged for Christmes Dey?
If not, I wonder if you would honour me by dining with me. .nd you too,
Doctor, of course," he added, turning to Dr. ietson.

"Well, strangely enough, I was just going'to invite you to No. 221B for °
the same dey," seid Sherlock Holmes, "but you hove got your blow in first!
Whet do you say, Vatson?"

Dr. Tetson nodded assent - he seemed to have calmed down very considerebly,
durin the last few minutes.

"Mrs. Bardell will certeinly do her best on such an occesion," said Tinker,
and his eyes sperkled in anticipation. "I say, Guv'nor, this will he a red-
letter dey in the history of Baker Street." |

Sexton Bleke nodded. "It certeinly will," he seid. "I hove @ very
curious cese on &t the moment, which I think will interest you, Holmes,"

"I shall be delighted to heesr all ebout it," seid Sherlock Holmes, "end
perhaps Votson end I mey be eble to help you & little, Blake."

Bleke chuckled. 'We snould make £ good combination, you end I, Holmes,"
he said.

The two detectives egein shook hands wermly snd wont opposite ways, cech
accompenied by his essistent.

The lest thing I sew was Tinker making enother snowball, and looking
wistfully at Dr. ‘iatson's top hat!

I wish I could have been present et that dinner party o couple of dnys
later, to heer those two great men discussing their cases over the wine end
nuts, after one of Mrs. Berdell's speciel Christmes dinners!

~=000=~
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“That Iza\ln;tirqs fﬂ)aﬁsicf’

By Tom Honperton

One result of the better orgenisation of collecting during recent years
is that, even if the pastime is more expensive, we are in the paradoxicel
position that the increased demend hes made it easier to obtain materisl. Tven
80, securing & substantial sequence of one of the old weeklies is still an
event to be marked with a white stone, emd when I recently obteined & long run
of early numbers of "The Boy's Magazine" (& puper I read with relish et itd
inception) I settled down with them in keen enticipetion. After ploughing on
with increasing grimness for & couple of hours, I geve vent to one of Bill
Lodgey's "muttered oeths" and pushed the pink pile to cne side. The "Boy's Mag
like only too meny of my former favourites, now bores me,

There is nothing strenge in outgrowing one's youthful testes -- in fact,
it would be sbnormel not to. But the incident ceme #s ¢ forcible reminder
that ot folwrteen or forty I heve never failed to'find interest snd entertain-
ment in the school stories of Charles Hemilton, which were the prime mover in
turning me to collecting. = I like to have on explenation for eny teste or
preference of mine, even if that explenation satisfied no-one but myself, and
this article sttempts to elucideste whet I believe to be the reesons for the
persistence of the magic shed by Greyfriers, by St.Jim's, end by Rookwood.

’  One Generel Knowledge test I had &t school conteined the question: '"Vhot
wes the most striking feature of the Pyremids?" amd o form-mate convulsed us by
giving €8 his enswer: "They were built from the top down". I now proposed o
similar inverted epproech. Criticism is genereolly more illumineting then
aduletion end must, in eany cese, be met. The genernl objections *evelled =t
the stories sppear to be thet they ere unoriginal, old fashioned, repetitive
in plot end "impossible". (I deliberately avoid the sociel content of the
tales. It is edequetely covered in George Orwell's "Boys' Pepers", evaileble
in Public Libreries in "Inside the T/hele" end his "Collected Essays'", and in
Fronk Richerds' reply in the Msy, 1940, "Horizon".) : ‘

If "unoriginel" meems thet the school story is no Minerve springing fully
ermed from the heed of » Homiltonian Jupiter, one con concede thet the limited
terrein of the public school has been well explored. It is over 90 yesrs
since "Tom Brown's Schooldoys" appeered, with "Eric; or Little by Little"
treeding on ite heels, ¢nd from the 'seventiecs on the writing of school stories
was almost e mejor industry. But it cen be reasonably countered that since
the days of Bocececcio the only writer to introduce an “originel" note into the
love story hes been de Sode, and no-one objects to further romences being
written on that ground. Teking one voice ameor - 2o 2
Lditor of "The Scout", seid: ‘“Originel plc
themes". Why! shortly after the perssing of the 194ﬂ Lducation Act, Gunby
Hedath wes congretulated on his originality in tackling the theme of the
essimilation of & secondery school boy into e public school. Shades of Linley]
end Redfern!

It is quite eesy to netter round picking minute heies in the fabric.

Prout wes & master in "Stalky end Co", which appes»s also ‘to be the first use

of the "....omd Co" lebel. Tom Mepry went to school in the Aldine "British Boys'

Peper". Two Wildrekes were femous Victorion schoolboys: snother turned up
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at St.Jim'se. The long extinct femily of the Regicide were the only historicsl

culeverers, end our Meuly probebly derived his patent from the character in
"poul Clifford". . long Rookwood scries has the seme key situetion (a crook
exposing himself by opening o sefe to save someone trepped inside from suffoca-
tion) as "Aliss Jimmy Velentine", femous #s pley end film, while Jimmy Velentine
himself graced ten issues of the 1933 "Megnet'". There was e¢ven a Billy Bunter
&t Blackminster School in "The Venguerd" some weeks before Williem George
rolled on the scene. It would be eesy, tedious ond inutile to continue.

01d fashioned? George Orwell made greet pley with this, and I cennot help
but think it wes the "Gem" reprints thet most influenced him. Grsnd s the
storics were end ere, they were & querter of a century old end the fact kept
lesking out in perheps smell but jerring enechronisms. Tom Merry's velvet
guit wes fanny in 1907, when unfortunate youngsters were still dressed in imita-
tion of Little Lord Feuntleroy. The boy of 1930 probebly found it simply
bizerre, while he hed nover scen enything like Miss Fewcett's rig-out except on
a poster for "Cherley's Aunt'ybut the sdult critic would pounce on such deteile with
e whoop of "0ld feshioned!" The "greesy fur cep" of one of the rustic villains),
the drecs end speech of the newsboy who folight the "one and only" when Gussy
went sceking Tom Merry in London -- these were as revealing os the misteken
revivel of Skimpole. Skimmy wes emusing as originally conceived - the
schoolboy "intellectual" whose intellect doesn't function too well in such
mundane metters os lessons, but who devotes & weelth of effort to mastering
(to him) ebstruse "isms". He might still heve passed muster if left alone.
But the Lebour Party hed become too populer for Herbert to repel likely cus-
tomers by blathering about Socielism, and the sub-editing made actions which
were logical when ectueted by Skimpole's "socialism" (e.g. feeding @ mob of -
trempe) simply fentestic when the motive wes rewritten os Determinism. Skimmy
was by no meens so prominently figured during his second run, end es Determinism
end Evolution had come to be so widely eccepted, it would heve been better to -
have quietly dumped their St. Jim's exponent eltogether then to have re-hashed
in such @ menner es to erouse unfavoureble comperisons with the inenities of
Williem Jennings Bryent at the "Monkeyville" trial.

Still, the A.P, reprint policy should not be ellowed to obscure the
current work of the suthor, cs it undoubtedly did. .s @ proleterien, I cen't }
say ot first hand how far the schools leg behind the modern Tton or Winchester |
- if 2t 011! Except for a little freedom in hending out "sixes", they don't
seem perticularly different to the institutions featured in the 1951 stories,
which share 2lso in thet peculier perspective recently denounced by 2 Head-
mistress. The good lady ettecked the "distorted picture" on the grounds thet
the Fourth Form does not run eny school. There is en adequete reply to this,
but it is e rude onel

Neerly es bed is lirs. Neomi Mitchison, who told the 1951 Library /ssociadion
Conference: "... the silliest of juvenlle fiction ere the school stories.
Stories with e morel are a preparation for edult life. But stories with no
mor:zls, such as the school stories, ere no help ot all. Iuch of one's best
preparetion for life comes from fairy tales." It would sstonish Tom Brown and
Eric to leern that they purveyed no moresl (how I long to digress into o dis-
cugssion of the ledy's lest sentence!) and while my ethicel stenderds may be
cock~eyed, of course, I am under the distinct impression thet Mr, Hamilton's
stories conveyed without the blatancy which defeats its own objeet a code of
beheviour which c¢ny boy could follow with adventege.
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The critice cerry & very smoky torchs: fortunately, we can shed a little
more light by examining the structure of the stories for ourselves. Dissection
implies cutting-up, but it might be s well to stress at the stert that in
breeking the yerns down into their component perts the divisions such as charac-
terisation, plot, style end etmosphere ere largely artificial, as onec merges
into end influences the others. As an illustration, one reason why Charles
Hemilton's work is superior to that of E.S, Brooks is that in his better storie%
Hemilton's plot stems naturally from the well-defined characteristice of his
‘leading players to meke & coherent whole - @s in the Wharton versus Quelch
series - and even in the weaker stories where visiting criminals are employed
the plot is still strongly modified by the seme factors. Against this, E.S.B.
subordinates everything to the plot, more or less shovelling in the characters
to be swept away in its swift - often torrentiesl - streem.

One meets strenge things in books of advice. Consider this from Christind
Chaundler's "The Children's Author': "As for cherecter-drewing, you h.ve only
to make your protagonist a HERO in cepital letters, your comic cheracters
figures of fun, and dip your villains in the deepest possible shade of dye, and
you will have done all that the boy requires." Indeed! If this edvice had
been aspplied to the "Gem" and "Megnet", they would have lasted ebout as long
a8 one of Guy Rayner's numerous ventures. Thet acute critie, Orwell, paid
tribute to the diversity end subtlety of the characterisation thus: "By @&
debasement of the Dickens technique & series of stereotyped 'characters' hes
been built up, in scveral ceses very successfully."

We can accept the tribute, but the ressoning does not sound so impressivc
when we turn up Orwell's "Charles Dickens" end resd: 'Even by the standard of
his time, Dickens wes &an exceptionally artificial writer...His cheracters ere
even more distorted end simplified then Smollett's....There is only one test
worth bothering ebout - survivel. By this test, Dickens' characters havec
succeeded." This leeves us henging in the eir. If you debese something dis-
torted and simplified, you cen only get & cericeture in the vein of Rowlandson'
old women, I4nd if, by the survival test, WTharton, Merry and Silver have
succeeded, so have /mbrosio, Sweency Todd, Buffalo Bill and Meries Monk. = The
Juniors we know so well have nothing in common with these others, and with the
possible exception of two or three of the "comics" they are fer from being
caricatures. There are 38 boys in the Greyfrisrs Remove, over 50 in the Fourth
and Shell at St.Jim's, and 32 in the Rookwood Fourth. Some rearely if ever
emerged from the background, but in eny instences where the boy pleyed even
minor roles, it is difficult to point to one who could be confused with enother
in the seme school. Indeed, even where similer types ere met in the different
schools, I think the eccusing finger cen only be directed at Gunner end Grundy
end Trimble end Muffin es being rubber stemps. In the mein the credible
cheracteristics are so sharply etched that the rceder for & year or 80 probebly
knew the cherscters of, say, Wharton, Bull, Lovell end Lowther more scouretely
then he did those of his own cousins.

Evcryone, boy or men, readers for compensation and experience, end, perti-
cularly in the case of the boy, compengation is arrived at by identification
with one or enother of the cherscters in the story. No boy, be his testes or
hobbies whet they mey, be he quict or rowdy, studious or rebellious, "pie" or
what Bunter called "rorty", could feil to find somewhere among the juniors one
who seemed an ideelised type of himself. Orwell, indeced, complaincd bitterly
thet meny of th: reeders identified to the point of leading complete fantesy
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lives, He meant it es en objection to the pepcrs: if I were Cherles Hemilton
T should toke the compleint es the greetest compliment ever peid to me, imply-
ing ©8 it does thet the stories exert so magicel en influence ofer the readers.

This question of cheracterisetion raises & peculier point.,  The "Gem"
characters were et their inception superior to those of the "Megnet" -~ or so I
think -~ yet they remeined stetic while the others developed so much that the
Remove boys of 1908 look like pencil sketches for the oil peintings of the
tthirties. There is no difference in cherecterisation which is readily
noticible between the early stories and the new ones which brought the "Gem"
to & close. (There wes @ groet difference in the power of the writing end
the mestery of the series, #s & comparison of the two lMr. Keene stories of the
4d "Gem" end the thirteen Silverson tales which cover a similer theme will show
Certainly, there were no originel stories turned out during the eight ycers'
reprinting end there had been periods of six end seven monthse previously when
Mertin Clifford did not touch the paper. But, vide Mr, Shew, he wrote ebout
740 of the originel stories — which condenses into fifteen solld yeers of work j
end I am reluctant to believe that there wes no development during that period
because of the intrusion of the "sub" writers. Frenk Richards blendly ignored
characters and deviations introduced into Greyfriers by his unwelcome co-
tenants end went his own way. Mertin Clifford would presumebly do the same,

The course of events wes, I believe, dictated by the original structure
of the schools. There was conflict cverywhere et St.Jim's -- the Fourth v the
Shell, the New House v the School House, the juniors v the Fifth, St.Jim's
v Rylcombe Grammar School, the Third v Selby, the New House v Ratcliffe, and
80 on, Vhen the stories with extrenecous interest (trevel, intruding criminels
etc.) are ignored, it is epparent thet it wes fetelly easy when brewing the
plot for the next story to seize on & row between one end enother of the fec-
tions as the way out. Greyfriars begen with something of the seme conflict,
hut the Upper Fourth, the Forcign \cademy end Highcliffe receded into the back-
ground and Frenk Richards settled down to stories which evolved themselves °
from the increasingly complex end lifelike cherecters he developed. There wes
of course, no house division, end the external feuds played so little e part
that they only figured in three of the 114 series which ran efter 1917. Nor
were there masters as crude as Retcliffe and Selby, although odd ones were
imported on occesion, The externel conflicts could have been dropped ot
8t.Jim'ss the internal divisions were part of the very structure end were
wound to persist. It is certein that this wes done deliburately to give two
different types of school. It succeeded - perheps better then wes expected -
because of the evolution which resulted from it.

Rookwood wes again in e different category. The stories ren for eleven
yeers, but they were shorts end no matter how much clevur use of the series
offset this eny wide general development wes hindered. Attention wes ncces=
sarily concentrcted on @ smeller group of centrel figures but, even so, the
Modern versus Clessical conflict offordse minor confirmation of what has been
said of St.Jim's. Incidentelly, it wes only at Rookwood thet the nominel
leading men retained control. Jimmy Silver remeined the pivot ebout which
the stories turned, but Bunter hogged more end more of the limelight ot Grey-
frisrs, while St.,Jim's, efter the first few yeers, beceme & much more co-
operative effort.

Any attempt to clossify the plots of the stories leads to bewildsrment,

)

ns the ingrecdients were levishly employed. Try and sort out the 114 post-1917
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"Megnet" serios I mentioned. Is "Muccolini's Circus" a holiday story, or »
circus story, or ¢ pure Bunterism on the lincs of "Bunter'Court"? 'nd how
about the Dick Lencaster series? Do wc file that as about e new boy, as a
crime story or whet? Holding my breeth es I do so, I tentatively offer eas
divisions: holidey end travel, 203 crime, 193 "personalities", 19; new
boys, 14; new boys sent to sebotege old boys, 7j barring out, 6; Bunterisms,
63 circus, 4; external feuds, 3. In other words, the greet majority of the
series have as their mein fector something which is not en integral pert of
Greyfriers, which I had not reelised myself until I started to count them.

This wes conditioned, I suppose, by the peculier demends mede upon Frank
Richards. He hed to provide veriety, whibh could be only found by resorting
to externel eids, just es flour (the stenderd cest end plece) is found in
every ceke, but there are dozens of different cakes aveilsble to those who meke
a wise choice of flevourings. He had to conform to the fiction thet each
week's story was complete end ot the seme time instil into the new reader whet
had heppened previously in the series. FPurther, he had to femiliarize the
newcomer with the wide renge of cheracters snd soek them in the Greyfriers
etmosphere.  All this had @ profound effect upon both his plotting end his
Style .

It is impossible to carry on o series of snything up to thirtcen or four-
teen 30,000 word instelments with » straightforward tale end even if it were
the thing would be obviously a serial broken off when space ran out., Sub-
plotting is essentiel, and that provides difficulties whon writing for boys.
G.W.M., Reynolds mey seem o peculiar comparison to bring to Frenk Richards, but
they shared these difficulties of prolixity. Reynolds got over his by keeping
six or seven plots of practicelly equel importence neatly interwoven, although
the reeder who consumed the yarn in eight-page penny weekly numbers must have
often gone scouting through the early issues reviving lendmerks once the story
reached the eix or seventh hundred pege. This is clearly ss impossible es
the streighteway story when desling with boys, ond Frenk Richerds evolved e
highly successful solution. FRach week sew the main story cerried e little
further elong, end if the series wes to last twelve weeks, there were twelve
sub~plote. Are the Femous Five on tour? Then the first week sces them
becoming saddled with Bunter; the second is devoted to "doing Coker in the
eye"; the third to rescuing Hezecldine from some piece of dingy folly, snd so
on. It is, when enalysed, remerkebly clever. The device lends so much
variety to the instelments thet each cen pose muster es & complete story, end
'yet it keeps the reader henging on for up to three monthes to find out whet the
end is going to be,

The plotting is modified, too, in e way which mekes it herd to disenteongle
plot from otmosphere. A not uncommon opening is one in which Coker or (more
often) Bunter is bumped, kicked or meltrested in some way. It seems ot first
that it ie only e comic incident, thrown in for the humour or to pad the story,
end thot like the theme in the first movement of Tchaikovsky's Concerto No.l
it will be hecerd of no more. But nol Sooner or later, whether by lying
gwake in pein or by skulking eround for revenge, the victim will become the key
figure in the denouement of the story. "The Vriter" snd similer papers are
studded with edverts of books, courses, charts, roulette wheels end innumerable
godgets designed to teach embryo suthors the difficult srt of plotting., I'm
pretty sure o course of reading in Frank Richerds would do- them more good.
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His stories sbound with exemples of perfect craftsmeanship in plotting. He
had to meet certein requirements - the weekly formet, the introduction of &
mass of characters into every story, the exploitation of his comic leads as
well as his serious characters -~ end it is fascinating to trace in a selection
of "Magnets" culled from, say, twenty yeers of the peper's life, how the tech-
nique of deeling with each problem was mestered until the whole thing seemed
so simple as to be merely, es Orwell seemed to think, sewing off lengths
mechenically extruded from eny hack who cared to engege in the work. Being
no mean writer himself, he should have known better.

The distinctive feature of Hemilton's style is that he writes inglish —-—
which is not so trite » stetement as it mey seem. The Thomson pepers, for
example, specielise in "strong" (read: "fantestic") plots, recounted in heed-
long style and stecceto sentences which reach back to the extreme simplificetion
of those of the Victorien '"dresdfuls" which sought as customers all who were nof
absolutely illiterate. Superficially, snd in contrest with this word-cobbling,
Homilton may seem - as charged -~ '"slow", "discursive", end "repctitive". But
read carefully through e "Wizerd" and follow it just es carefully with a "Mogne$':
it is like a glass of o0ld port after e mouthful of methylated spirits, Mere
economy of words is no criterion: if it were, then the breethlessly exuberent
piling up of deteil in Dickens' comic scenes end Rebeleis's crushing lists of
adjectives would be sheer blemishes. Apert from its other purpose, Homilton's
"leisurely" style has @ smooth gracefulness rare smong boys' writers., Fronk-
Mertin-Owen treeated us, not as morons inceapable of grasping e three-sylleble
word or a compound sentence, but »s persons of understending end educetion,
end his agreeably flattering habit of sprinkling his pages with quotations rmd
classical allusions did at least drive us to the tag books.

In any casc much of the apperent redundancy of deteil is deliberate, 9nd
without it there could not have been crested that atmosphere which pervaded the
gtories and saturated the mind of the readers. The schools were little, self-
contained worlds of their own, of which the reader im » remerkably short time
beceme & sort of supernumerary inhebitent. This detail geve him every hclp
in his apothcosis. The toles could have been told just es well with helf the
cast actually introduced, but the familiarisation process demended thet boys
step fowward to say only one sentence. Similerly, it was never a simple crowd
of juniors which tramped into Study No.l0 to demend news of the teem. It wrs |
Pons and Higgs and Jones Minor end Grace snd Trrol snd Dickinson »nd Rewson
et al. Thesc nemes, which were being repestedly impressed on the rceder,
provide ean interesting study in themselves. ‘e 211 heve ingreined idees on
nomenclature, without being et 21l sure why we have them., Thus, » real-life
Percy Blozgs might well be heroic, but we should jib et o fictionel hero dubbed
Percy, end would revolt altogether ot o Bloggs. Most authors conform to
convention in this, but Charles Hsmilton has alweys shown en exceptionsl
fecility in his neming. From his earliest deys - with the exception of Tom
Merry end Gordon Gey - he has evoided the evocetive names which delighted the
Victorians (Ned Nimble, Tom Torment), yet cach cheracter is titled with absoluté
sppropriateness —— save possibly that his lawelling of the plebeisns in such
forms es Bunn &nd Crump sevours e little too much of the Shek@spearian approach,
In the ceses of "harton, Lowther, Teltct, the effect is no doub$ produced by
aristocratic essocistions: with the Scrope-Racke-Snoop-Gunter group, considere+
tion of the aptness provides on entertaining excursion in onomatopoeia.
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Charles Henilton was awere of the significance of catch-words forty years
before radio comedians exploited them to the point of neusga. The modern kid
secems to be able to reise a leugh among his mates by bawling: "He's lurrrvly,
Mirs. Hoskins." In my day, the stock-in-trede of the school comedisns was e
more or less rendering in Gussy's pricecless accent of Gussy's pet sayings.

Turn where you will, the technique is excellent. There is & crisply masculine
eir ebout the stories, which steer undeviatingly between the sticky sentiment
in ghich J.N. Pentelow frequently bogs down and thet streak of brutality which
is most noticible in Bracebridge Hemyng and his contemporaries, but persisted
into the 'twenties with Henry T, Johnson snd others. ILevison's resuscitation
of Tumley-Iumley from his coffin in the vaults is the only instence I cen
recall of an excursion into the mecebre end the few such stories as the Strong
Alonzo series were minor tremsgrcssions in the direction of such Thomsonien
fotuity as "Mike Turned Green .t Twelve-Thirteen".

It was & make-helieve world, yes, but it was a healthy world end it wes
extreordinerily convincing. Super’ literary craftemanship created snd peopled
it, but there was something behind that is not eagy to define. It was the
personality of the author. Here was no "flogging of dead horses", but o zest
in the writing #nd a belief in it. In No.1,000 of "The Megnet", Frank Richards
releted how Mertin Cliffcrd hod told him thet the only stories which were betten
than the Greyfriers serics were ————- those of St.Jim's! I fancy that Mertin
really believed this, and thet the only smendment Fronk would heve made would
have been to have reversed the crder. This enjoyment illumineted the yeorns
and communicated itself to the reader so thet thore was built up en effectionate
link between the rcveder end the teles which has cndured for over forty yeers
and which is unprecedented in boys' fiction, For the last ten yesrs, our
increasing knowledge has meent that we now know just where to direct our

admiration and gretitude —— to Cherles Hemilton of the megical pen -~ and we
extend both in brimming measuvre.

SEXTON BL'KE STORIES (Contd. from p.29)

Story

Author

84. llystery of the North Tower. Reginold Wrey.
85. The Aztec's Treasure. Cecil Heyter.
86, Fergus O'Flynn's Schooldsys. T, C. Bridges.
88, Plot end Peril. Mex Hemilton.
90. The Sccret of the Inca's
Pelece. Edgexr Pickering.

92. The Sea of Deeth.
94. Staunch end True. Beverley Kent.
106, Fifth Form at Fernley. Charles Hrmilton.
114, Sexton Bleke's Christmes )Xmas

Double John Stenton,

Terror Islend ;Number
FOR SALE ; 411 Beck numbers of the Collectors' Digest .nnuel, also lonthly's.

W. Martin, 93, Hillside, Stonebridge Park, N,W.10,
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The Remove Foen ar (}E’,&Fvlaw

By J. Breeze Bontlex

The Remove Form is by far the largest of the seven forms at Greyfriers,
end conteins the impossibly-lerge number of neerly forty boys. Originally,
they shered twelve studies, but subsequently & thirtcenth and leter a fourteenth
ptudy were brought into use.

Study One: Herry "harton and Frenk Nugent

The first study - et the top of the steircese - is Nb,1, the most femous
of them ell. Although ot one time it had no less then five members - Herry
Wherton, Frenk Nugent, Bob Cherry, Hurree Singh, end Billy Bunter - for a long
time only the first two have occupled it.

Herry herton errived at Greyfriers in the first issue of the I\GNET, e
sulky, spoilt, bed-tempered boy, who quickly got et loggerheeds with the rest
of the Form, The story of his rise from Outcest of the Form to Form-Crptain
was the main theme of the ecarliest MAGNET stories end for e long time Herry
Wherton was without doubt the centrel figure in ncerly o1l the yerns.

/erton is & complex cheracter: honest, truthful, generous, sclf-secrific-
ing, cool in en emergency, coursgeous and loyel, yet rather proud, touchy, hasty-
tempered and at times wilful - o boy ebout whom much could be written. Ls time
went on, others held the stage for short periods, but Therton has been, in lerge
measure, theé principal cherescter. His adventures sre too numerous to recount
hcre., Suffice it to say thet he has proved to be o good Head Boy and & suc-
cessful ceptein of cricket snd footbell, end that ot no time hes eny scrious
rival presented himself.

Fronk Nugent, the only other occupent of Study No.l, wes one of the
"originel" cherecters, i.e. & boy rlrcedy in the Remove when Vherton errived.
Like "herton, he hes elways been in Study No.l. In the earliest toles, he
wes Wharton's only friend, end his petience #nd loyelty did much to improve
Ttharton end help him to sppreciate the pleasenter side of boarding-school life.

In the earliest Megnet stories, Nugent wes rated 28 one of the best boxers
in the Form, but thet dey hes long since gone. Nowadeys he renks 12th in the
Form, end hes the weckest punch of the Famous Five. He is also feted to be
the only member of the Co. without reguler plsace in the Form teesms, but thot
dismaying fect does not trouble him. He apprecistes thet Herry "Tharton must
put skill bef.re friendship when choosing & team,

Nugent is the only member of the Co. to have & younger brother - the
waywerd Dicky Nugent of the Second Form, who hess csused him much trouble -
borne, s ever,with petience.

A pleesoant lad,; Frenk Nugent.,

Study Two: George Bulstrode, Peter Fezcldene (Ernest Levison), Tom Brown

Study No.2 hes three boys in it: George Bulstrodc, Peter Iozcldene end
Tom Brown - sn ill-essorted trio.

George Bulstrode wes the leader of the Remove when Therton errived - o
leader not by morel force, but by virtue of his fists eand the richness of his
pocket., Though & few fellows, such es Nugent, Ogilvy end Morgen, were not
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plecsed by this state of affairs, most of the Form sccepted it with epprrent
willingness. They preferred a comparestively quiet life to the chellenge of
Bulstrode's erms.

When Tharton's personality led to the overthrow of Bulstrode, the bully
gathered together the worst elements of the Form and fought e losing rearguerd
action, meen and beckbiting, with employment of all sorts of despicable tricks.

Bulstrode's snobbery vented its spleen egeinst Ilerk Linley - o scholarship
boy - end cven extended to ill-netured beheviour towards Linley's sister Mebel.
Bulstrode tried to ill-treet "un Lung, snd, later, supported Vernon-Smith
egainst Wharton,

As time went on, Bulstrode became less unpleasent end overbearing. Nowa-
days he pleys football for the Remove, but otherwise seldom comes into the
picture.

Bulstrode was at first in Study No.l but in Mo net No.6 he fought Tharton
and wes beaten, #nd he moved to Study No.4. In Megnet No.75 he stated thet
his study wes "mext to No,1", i.e. No.2 and he hes been there ever since.

Peter Hegzeldene wes enother of the originel charscters. In the earliest
deys, he was nicknemed Veseline, and this eptly described him - untruthful,
unscrupulous, the oily toedy of Bulstrode, and Ced of the Remove. His seving
groce has been his sister, the feir Merjorie, whose friendship with Herry
Wherton end Bob Cherry led to a gradusl improvement in Peter, who lost some of
his worst treits, @nd hes ectuolly figured es reserve goalkeeper for the Remove

Por all his reform, Hezeldene is still weyward, weak, snd creven~hesrted.
Meny hove been the occesions when he hes debbled in gembling or frequented the
Three Fishers, and on as meny occesions hes hc burned his fingers and then
tried - usually with success - to transfer his worries to enother's conscience,
sometimes harton's, often Cherry's, even that of his sister, Merjorie.

Undependeble Hezel, not o plessant fellow, but useful matsrisl for the
author to write gbout.

Ernest Levison occupied the seme study es Bulstrode and Mezeldene during
his stey ot Greyfriers. He errived in Megnet No.1l8, o mistrustful, very sus-
picious boy, of cerping spirit. He oppeered in meny stories #nd, contrary to
the impression given in after-yeors, was quite good at gemes, being goaslkeeper
for the Remove. He shewed no vicious side until Megnet No.46 when, meinly as
the result of inferiority complex, he went down repidly, end begen to breok
bounds to visit the Red Cow in Friasrdele. He was ceught there in compeny
with "Vharton, who hed gone out to wern him, and was expelled. His membership
of the Remove thus lested only seven months.

Tom Brown, from the province of Terencki, North Islend, New Zeelend,
errived in Mecgnet No,26 snd wes at first ploced in Study No.13, but on the
very first dsy, & geme of Rugger in the study brought dovm one of the walls -
8 wooden aeffeir - snd resulted in the temporery closure of No.l3 end the
transfer of Tom to No.2, where he hes been ever since.

Tom Brovn is quite different from his study-mcotes, being e thoroughly
good sort. He has always stood up for justice end feir pley =nd in the
earliest stories coame into conflict with Bulstrode end Stott, to the dis-
comfiture of those worthies.

Nowadeys he is occasionelly troubldl by Hezeldene's woes, but his chief
claim to glory these days is the possession of a wireless set - the only one

in the Remove,
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Study Threes Richerd Russell and Robert Donald Ogilvy

Two boys live in Study No.3: ﬁichard Russell and Robert Donald Ozilvy.
Both are originel members of the Form, and good fellows, having no truck with
bullying &nd snobbery, and being supporters of Harry "harton.

Dick hHussell was mentioned in the first llagnet story. He is handy with
his fists (ranking 4th in the Form) and is an "averege" footballer and
cricketer. Rather sensitive by neture. -

Russell has not got much cash, and at one time hie'place at Greyfrisrs
dopended on his winning the £100 Founder's Prizc. Quelch coached him, and
by chance he was eble to get e pre-view of one of the papers. The temptation
was top great, he looked at thhe peper, and was much troubled by conscionce.
He ovmed up to his wrong-doing, and wee forgiven. The paper, incidentally,
turned out to have been & past number.

. Robert Donald Ogilwy, who was first mentioned in Wlegnet No,44, is a
Highland Scot. He is @ pretty good cricketer, footballer end boxer, though
not ;nAForm teams,- and is possessed of Scots! dry humour. He once rifled
Loder's study to secure dress clothes in which Alonzo Todd might weear to go to
tea with the Heed, end hes teken e minor role in other stories. His stock
of butterscotch is constently reaided by Bunter, much to his annoyance.

Study ‘Four: Herbert Tudor Verncn-Smith snd Tom Redwing

" Study No.4 elso has only two boys in it, Herbert Tudor Vernon-Smith and
Tom.Redwing. . ;

Herbert Vernon-Smith is one of the greetest of Greyfriers characters.

His father, Samuel Vernon-Smith is & wclf-mede millionaire, who sadly negleoted
the moral education of his son during his pursuit of the immortel doller, end
Herbert ceme to the School (in Megnet No.119) as a thoroughly depreved charec-
ter, On the journey, he hed indulged himself with chempagne end arrived in

a8 rather tipsy condition, yet was not throwm ocut beceuse his father wes owed

a considerable sum of money by Dr. Locke, who was in finencisl difficulty et
that time. E :

‘From the first, Vernon-Smith gambled and betted, and so beceme the leader
of the "gay dogs" in the Remove. He ceme up sgeinst Herry 'Therton at once,
end quickly reelised thet to oust him, he would need & large following in the
Form, Vernon-Smith therefore bogen to pley cricket and football, for both
of which he shewed marked ability. Then the trial of strength ceme, he
nearly wrested the capteincy from “harton.

After this failure, the Bounder determined to secure the expulsion of
the Femous Five snd of Merk Iinley, for whom he hed & snobbish dislike.
Frank Nugent wes ceught et the Cross Keys, which he hed visited in scerch of
the erring Dicky, Johnny Bull wes expelled for repested fighting with
Bulstrode, efter being egged on by Vernon-Smith; Merk Linley was tricked into
lcaving by o feked telegram from home, Herry Tharton-was felsely accused of o
cowardly attack on the Bounder. Bob Cherry also received sentence of ¥
expulsion; but refused to go end barred out with Hurree Singh. During this
rebellion, the real ssseilent boosted to Vernon-Smith's fether thet he had
becaten up the son, end Mr, Vernon-Smith ceme post-haste to the School, e#nd so
revealed the Dounder's duplicity .end the whole plot ceme to ncught.
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A period of reform followed, but could not last, end the final stege was
the Bounder es we know him now - vice-captain of the cricket snd footbsll tesus,
end a skilful pleyer, o good sportsmen most of the time, but still o frequenter
of the Cross Keys &nd the Three Fishers. Geambler, punter at rece-meetings,
and wilful tilter ageinst euthority, Vernon-Smith has had e wonderful tun of
luck on his meny escepedes, snd his serdonic humour hes led him to teke un-
necessary risks in the company of Skinner or Hezeldene for the pleasure of
watching them quake in their shoes.

Headstrong end wilful, end implaceble when roused, Vernon-Smith is cool-
headed o8 a schemer, and probably the shrewdest fellow in the Fomr. Some of
the finest stories ebout him are his sssociestion with Wharton on » bounds-
bresking expedition.

Vernon-Smith is certainly unique; he has no parallel at St.Jim's or
Rookwood .

On errival, he was placed in Study No.9, which he shered with Skinner.
Subsequently (liagnet No. ) they moved to No.4, and the Bounder has been there
ever since.

Tom Redwing wes one of the last of the permenent members of the Remove
to come to Greyfriers; he arrived in lMegnet No.517 #»nd in thet story he saved
the life of Vernon-Smith, thereby beginning e life-long friendship. Redwing
is the son of & fishermen liviyg et Ilewkscliff, » cosstal village beyond Pegg.
Ile came to Greyfriars in place of Leonerd Clevering - who wished to Join the
Aray. The two met as Clavering wes on his way to Greyfriars. Neturelly, as
Redwing ceme from & neerby village, difficulties arose, end Cecil Ponsonby of
Higheliffe (who recognised him) wes & reel trouble. Ultimately, the truth
came out, and Redwing had to go. :

Leter, Vernon-Smith secured his return, under his own neme, 88 a scholership
boy .

At firet, Redwing shered the study of Snoop #nd Stott (No.ll) and soon
shewed those unseavoury fellows how little he liked their little weys. ,. Leter
(1lagnet No. ) he exchenged studies with Skinner end so joined Vernon-Smith
in No.4, where he still is. ! y :

Redwing hes elweys been closely essocisted with the Bounder in the CGrey-
friars stories., Outwerdly en ill-sssorted peir, they hove stuck together
through thick end thin. Vernon-Smith to Redwing when troubled by ill-fate or
the animosity of snobs such as Snoop, Bulstrode, &nd Ponsonby; Redwing to
Smithy when the letter hos become almost friendless by kicking over the traoces
or other headstrong action. In later numbers, they were together on certain
holideys, and in the Vernon-Smith Double series, it was Redwing's loyalty thot
finally ruined the plot sgeinst the Bounder.

Study Five: Oliver Kipps end Richerd Hillary
There ere two boys in Study No.5: Oliver Xippe and Dick illery.

Oliver Kipps errived in Mounet No.268. His father hrd made » good income
#8 o professioneal conjuror, snd sent Oliver to Greyfriars to give him & good
stert in the world. He reedily proved to be intelligent ond shrewd, =8 when
Vernon-Smith, Bolsover mejor end Snoop tried to lure him into the London express
at Courtfield, to find themselves in the trein while Kpps mysteriously regeined
the platform. He regeled Greyfriars with conjuring tricks, ¢nd later proved
to be expert in slkight of hend - e dengerous feculty. IKipps, however, is o
streight end honest sort of chep, so it has never led him into trouble.
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Kipps wes at first placed in Study No.1l4, but moved to No.5 in lLiegnet No.
Nowadays he seldom plays @ pert in sny story.

Dick Hilery, who arrived in lognet No.559, was the last new boy to become
8 permenent member of the Remove. Since that dete, meny heve come, but all
hsve proved to be "birds of passage".

Dick's fether was & conscientious objector, end the son hed a rough time
es he refused to fight enyone until goeded by Percy Bolsover, he accepted the
chellenge. Though beaten, this fight esrned him the respect of the Form.

In the next story, news ceme thet Mr. Hillery had changed his views end
Joined up, end from thet time Dick hes never eppeesred in the stories, except
incidentelly.

He has alweys been in Study No.5.

Study Six: WNicheel Petrick Shemus Desmond, Devid Morgen, Richard Reke ond
Williem Ernest Wibley.

Study No.6 has four members: Micheel Patrick Shemus Desmond, Deavid
Morgan, Dick Reke end Williem Ernest Wibley.

Micky Desmond, »n originel member of the Form, wes first mentioned in
Megnet No.15. He heils from Tipperery in Ireland, ond spenks &'rich Irish
brogue, lMicky proviced some of the humour in the eerliest stories, took
girls' parts in the operas steged by the Wharton Operatic Co. of that period,
and even played cricket eand football for the Remove, but graduelly feded out
as better pleyers errived.

Micky's hobby is stemp-collecting, which brought him into prominence
in Magnet No.425, "Micky Desmond's Luck".

David Morgen from Weles is enother original member of the Form, being
first mentioned in Megnet No.8. A quiet, decent chep, he has elways been.
merely "one of the crowd" and I know of no story in which he has played o
prominent part.

Dick Rteke came in lMegnet No.258, He is # cheery soul ond on arrivel *
shewed mo sign of the nervousness usuelly attributed to new boys, snd wes
resolutely unwilling to eccept o minor position in the Form. Uneble to
secure ¢ place in the Form football tesin, he sterted @ rivel eleven called
"Reke's Rebels" which wound up eerly only sfter being besten by the Junior
Eleven dressed up os girls.

Rake is hendy with his fists end renks 19th in the Remove boxing list.

Ile hes no patience with slinks, At first, he was in Study No.l4 with
Johnny Bull ond Fisher T. Fish, snd he end Bull took quite o lot of trouble
trying to educate Fishy. Reke moved to No.6 in Mognet No. .

Nowedeys we secldom heer of him except as temporery Tiditor of the Grey-
friers Hereld when Ierry Wherton & Co. cre swey on some trip to the other
side of the world,

William Wibley arrived in Megnet No.323. Ile is ¢ born ector, and very
little use es enything else, VMeny ere the people whom he has impersoncted,
eand much woe has befallen him for doing it. From time to time he hos played
o big pert in e story, right up to the end of the Mognet. He is en
incorrigible joker ond hes no time for bad hebits: acting occupics all his
leisure.

Study Seven: Williem George Bunter, Alonzo Theophilus Todd, Tom Dutton,
Peter Todd.
Study No.7 is one of the more celcbreated epsrtments in the Remove
passage, £s its members ere the Four Fresks: Williem George Bunter, Alonzo
Theophilus Todd, Tom Dutton, end Peter Todd.
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Williem George Bunter was one of the originel cherecters. Ie first lived
in Study No.l =8 & timid, apologetic, short-sighted, rether stout boy incompe-
tent =t gemes but very ready to try some new activity, and elweys recedy to pre-
pere food or go to the tuckshop for it. He hed the tedious hebit of nover
coming to the point of & story when telling one, end wes the butt of tho Form.

Alone emong Greyfriers boys, he hes steadily become less and less
attractive. He has grown lezicr end lezier, becominz more and more reluctent
to walk, till now e few hundred ysrds "wind" him; and becoming & reguler
slacker: he evan dislikes prepering ¢ meal in these deys., Alweys & "dud" in
cless, he oould st least spell correctly, but thet beceme too much effort;
his spelling is now fantestic.

Timidity hes given plece to boesting which on test elways proves to be
unwarrented, for he is & renk coward, though on occesion he hes screwed up his
courege #nd done the right thing. '

At first hic wes ectually truthful, but he gradually fell from grece; telling
little fibe, then bigger untruths and finelly greet "whoppers'". At the seme
time, merc longwindedness geve place to self-contradiction end by Mogmet Nol.T77
he tied himself ih knots when trying to dececive Dr.Locke. r

The celebroted postal order wes first mentioned in Megnet No.2, when he
tried it on Bob Cherry &end has been coming ever since - though once, when i
Bunter competed for & £20 bicycle, end sent in the correct solution, he did !
receive a P,0. for 6d, beceause 799 other people were successful s welll

Bunter hes become inoreasingly inquisitive; in later years this has been
put to good usc, #s on meny occasions it has made him the unexpected end often
unseen witness of knevish tricks.

One thing Dunter cen do well - ventriloquise. There wos no sign of this
in the eerliecst stories, but efter many unsuccessful attempts, Bunter succeeded
in Megnet No.47 end he has mede good use of 1t ever since.

Bunter moved from Study No.l to No.l4 when thet Study came into use in
Megnet No,141, end leter (Megnet No. ) moved to Study No.7, which he had to
himself until iagnet No.271.

The gentle, mild-mennered Alonzo Todd, so well-mesning, and so exaspereting-
ly ineffectusrl, so gullible end so clumsy, srrived in Magmet No.125, on the bac
of o donkey. He wes placed in Study No.9 with Skinner snd Vernon-Smith -
dreedful ccmpenions for such o simple-minded youth - but moved with Bunter to
No.l4 in Megnet No.l41l, where Qa stayed until lMagnet No.271, when Quelch
trensferred him to Study No.T7.

Llonzo oleyed a big part in the earlier atories, when his ettcmpted good
deeds coused chaos snd confusion. Thus: (&) he dug up the Head's gorden to
plant potetoes in it; (b) swept Wr. Quelch's chimney to prevent it from smokings
(c) minded @ horse, thet of course ren ewey; (d) cut off Tun Lung's pizteil to
relieve him of heedache; end (e) tried to reform everyone he met.

+ If anything, ..lonzo was over-drewn, too much of 2 cericeture to lest, end
ultimetely somewhere ebout 1930 (in Magnet No. ) he left, ill-health being
given as the reeson. On rere occesions (for exemplo, VMognet 1344 -~ the "Stro
Alonzo" series) he visited the School, and for some unknown reeson, his neme
wes never withdrewn from the officiel form-list.

l':;:::h.wlly, he moved out in No.l43, presumebly to Study No.9, but he wes back i
in Study No.l4 et the beginning of the next term (1o0.153). |
|
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Tom Dutton arrived in llagnet No.1l28, just after Alonzo Todd. He is very
deaf, and it is » pity thot this affliction should play so large 2 part when
he eppeers in the stories, #s it overshadows other points about him, Tom is
hendy with his fists, and quite ready to use them, o8 meny heve discovercd to
their cost when his deofness has csused a misunderstending. He is fond of
riding, is & sketer of speed and skill, end e feirly zood footballer end
cricketer, though not & member of the teams.

Peter Todd is undoubtedly the leeder of Study No.7. He is ‘lonzo's
cousin, in looks rlmost his twin, and 1like him honest and streight. There
the resemblence ends. Peter is clever, resourceful, decisive, shrewd: & born
leeder. While .lonzo dithers end trusts that good will result, Peter acts
end ensures that it does.

Peter Todd first appecred in Megnet No.205, when he ceme to Greyfriers for
one dey, #s & visitor. He wes goin. to sce en Aunt - one who appcaled to
Alonzo fer more then to him - snd errenged thet his cousin should visit the
funt while Peter took Alonzo's place et the School. You c¢_n wull imagine the
results of this when bullies #nd reggers ceme up egeainst the wiry end fistical
Peter instead of the puny ..lonzo! Peter undoubtedly enjoycd himself on thet
afternoon,

Leter, in Magnet No.271, Peter joined the Greyfriars Remove as & new boy,
end et once set out to mecke Study No.7 the "top study" in the nessege. A
courageous attempt with the poor materiel aveilable - the lezy Billy Bunter,
the deaf and misunderstending Tom Dutton, end the feeble though willing Alonzo.
It wos doomed to failure, but good fun whilec it lasted.

Peter Todd is & mighty men with his fists, end rctually beat Bob Cherry
on one noteble ccccasion. He keeps his right erm in trim by tenning Bunter's
hide from time to time with & cricket stump in en effort to improve the youth.

Toddy's embition-is to follow in his Father's footsteps cnd become a
solicitor. FHis study houses meny musty tomes from which he culls informetion.
This knowledge has on occesion proved useful - es certain of the villegers have
found out, but his legel arguments with prefects, Loder in particuler, have
sometimes ceused his rether prominent nose to be pulled.

; Peter Todd is en #ll-round snortemen end plays both cricket end football
for the Remove. He is, in fact, one of the bust-liked end most capable
fellows in the Form.

Study Light: Robert Fortesque Smith.

Robert Fortesque Smith, (Smith minor) hcs study No.8 to himself., He has
been in the Remove since the beginning of the lingnet, end was mentioned quite
eerly (legnet No.27) but has not teken ¢ prominent part in any of the stories,
He is o retiring, well-meaning boy, rether younger than most of the Form *ond
has en elder brother, Edwerd Willism, in the Fifth, ¢nd a younger brother,
Hexrry, in the Sccond. Beyond this, we cen say nought 2bout him.

Study Nine: Herbert Trevor, .nthony Treluce, Richord Penfold snd lontague
Newlend.
Study No.9 has four members: Herbert Trecvor, Anthony Treluce, Richerd
Penfold znd Montegue Newland.

““ge 14 yecrs 8 months. .verege ege; 15 y 2 my eldest Percy Bolsover 16 y 2m
: younzest “un Lung 14 y 2m
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Herbert Trevor was one of the original chorecters, being first mentioned
in Mognet No.2. He heils from Loneashire, where his father is @ weelthy menu-
facturer. Trevor is not reelly o bed sort, but he has no strength of cheractex
and so drifts towards the smoky set in the form. In the enrly deys he pleoyed
footbell for the Remove, but is only & mediocre plnyer snd soon lost his place.
hlthough he wes mentioned in mony of the earlier stories, he has never teken o
prominent pert in them.

Anthony Treluce, enother of the original charscters, was the last to moke
his appeerence in o story. He was first mentioned in Mognet No.116, in o
story by o substitute writcr. He comes from Cormwall. Like Trevor, he is e
rather weoek cherecter, inclined to ass ciate with the worst elcments in the
Form. He hes represented the Form ot footbell, but thet was & long time ago,
Nowedeye we seldom heer of him. !

Dick Penfold crme to Greyfriers in Magnet No.194. Cornish by birth, his
home ie in Frierdelc, where his fother is the cobbler. Unlike Brooke of the
St.Jim's Fourth, who is & dey-boy, Penfold has olweays lived in ot the School.,
4Lt first he encountered violent onposition from the snobs, snd his position was
nade uncomforteble by his having to shere the study with Vernon-Smith ond
Skinner (who lived in No.9 ot that time),

Grinding poverty hos dogged Penfold, £nd this has been the theme of meny
stories, Pocrhops the best yorn wes the one in which Peter Todd secured o £5
rewerd for Dick by getting him, quite unwittingly, to neme Toddy ns o culnrit
to Sir Hilton Popper. Peter got & birching during which he yelled convincinglﬁ
but he wesn't hurt, os he wore & leether ped under his vest!

Dick Penfold is » good, steedy led with his feet firmly plonted on the
streight ond nerrow peth - though 2 substitute-writer once made him trecad the
primrose poth for three stories (Megnet 720 to 722). He hes played o good
geme of cricket in his time - he once helped "Tharton to put on 76 for the lest
wicket to win the match egeninst the Shell, ond he is no mesn photogrepher, but
he is best known #s » poet - ¢ rather doggerasl poet in my opinion. Memy veges
of the Greyfriers llerold hove been filled with his compesitions, nnd in the last
yeors ol the Megnet = poem by Penfold eppeered in most of the issues.

lionty Newlend errived in Mogmet No.216. He is 2 Jew, and ren into e lot
of trouble becouse his relatives were belicved to be grespiny money-grubbers.
This turned out to be fulse, ond Newlend proved to be quite a decent fellow, |
He hes piles of cesh, but soon shewed Loder & Co. that he wes no pigeon to be
plucked. He once saved Billy Bunter from the clutches of & moneylender, snd
hes done other people g.od turns.

For yecrs now, he hes seldom appeared in the stories, but this is elso
true of neerly all the boys whose main purpose wes to edd raciel interest to
the stories, c¢.g. Tom Brovn, Piet Delarey, Micky Desmond, Neapoleon Dupont,
David Morgen end Robert Donald Ogilvy.

Study Ten: (Ninisn Blliott), Percy Bolsover, snd Nepoleon Dupont. |
Study No.1l0 is nowedays tenented by Percy Bolsover snd Napoleon Dupont. !

Ninien Elliott, a Border Scot from Teviotdele, used to be in the study.

He wes one of the originel chrrecters, being first mentioned in Magnet Vo.41.
Flliott was & weok cherccter who supported first Bulstrode snd later
Vernon-Smith in their camprigns sgeinst Herry herton., He took o prominent
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part in only one story - iegnet No.539 ~ where a kindly uncle offered him the
chence to go to Canada. Elliott found himself up ageinst it, as he owed money

to & card-sharper who threatened to inform the uncle, unless paid. "harton
tried to help, but failed. He received no thanks for his efforts., Then Bol-
sover major settled the matter by thrashing the men. So Tlliott went to Cenadh.
He was no loss to Greyfriars.

Percy Bolsover, Bolsover major, arrived in Magnet No,182. He was e big,
burly fellow, rather older than 8nyone else in the Form, and he Woasted of
heving spent so many terms in the Lower Fourth at his o0ld school that his fathe
hed removed him in the hope that he would do better et Greyfriars. On arrivall,
Bolsover begeén to throw his weight ebout end sctuelly overwhelmed the Famous
Five, one by one &s they arrived at Study No.l, tied them up, and procecded to
eat the study teal This sort of thing could not we tolecreted, end Bob Cherry
underwent cereful treining and then defeated Percy Bolsover in a tremendous
fight, The rise of Bob Cherry to the rank of champion boxer of the Remove
dates from this time.

Bolsover long continued to oppress the vesk and the timid, end his conduct
towards his younger brother, Hubert, of the Third wes disgraceful,

Tine hes mellowed him to some extent , until now he is a rather dull-
witted fellow, who acts as catespaw for Skinner or Vernon-Smith in some of thein
mischiefs. We cannot, however, dismiss him as enything but unpleasant,

-

Napolébn Dupont arrived in Magnet No.540 - the story sfter the deverture
of Elliott -~ end was put into Study No.l0 where Bolsover made him very misersblle.
After some time, however, en uneasy peace obtained. Dupont is a quiet little
fellow, noted &s & cook.

Like Dick Hilsry he is @ nonentity in the Form and doubtless, had they
arrived & little lzter in the history of the Megnet, both would have dcparted
efter & few weeks' stay.

Study Elevens Herold Skinner, Sidney Jemes Snoop, and Tilliam Stott.

Study No.ll is the Ceds' Study, as its three members, Herold Skinner,
Sidney Jemes Snoop, &nd Williem Stott, are all "bed hats". All have been in
the Form since the lMognet begen,

Herold Skinner, who was mcntioned in liagnet No,1l, was at first the humorist
8f the Remove, but after the improvement of Hemeldene and the expulsion of
Levison, he graduelly developed into being the Ced of the Form.

He is & enob of the first weter, snd wes one of th: lcaders of the persecu-
tion of Merk Iinley. I

He likes to breek bounds and pley the giddy goat, but at heert is o coward,
end meny have been the times when he hes quaked in his shoes while his compenion
in orime - the Bounder - has coolly wetched denger pass by,

Skinner's humcur is spiteful, never good-natured, end in the cartoons
thet he drews, there is elweys e touch of malcvolence.

Skimner is no fool end it is e pity thet his neture is so mean., He
remains en evil influence, leading the week agtrey end is unfeithful to oll
save himsclf,
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Sidney James Snoop, who wes first mentioned in Magnet No.47, is the Snesk
of the Remove and probebly the meenest character at Greyfriars. . In the eerlieét
days he tosdied to Bulstrode, then he followed Vernon-Smith in the Bounder's
worst days; nowadays he is the crony of Herold Skinner.

A thorough snob, he looks down on all scholarship boys and tries to vent
his spleen on them.

A slacker of the worst type, he hess about as much backbone as a Jellyfish.
He will literelly do anything to save his skin, and none of his friends ie safe
when Snoop is trying to wriggle out of trouble, for he will lie unblushingly,
or if cornered, will snesk about eny and everyone.

Snoop is almost unique in that he has no redeeming virtue.

. William Stott, the third member of this umsavoury trio, was first mentiomed
in Magnet No.47. He is a rather dull, unthinking fellow, who would rather
follow another's leed then strike out for himself. Marjorie Hezeldene once
summed him up, very aptly, es "that stupid boy, Stott." His tastes are mildly
vicious, @&nd he has been mixed up in meny shady exploits, but he is not quite
80 blackly terred as his study mates for on rere occasions Skinner's villainy
has been too much for Stott and he has stood out from it.

Study Twelve: Herbert Plentegenet Meuleverer, Piet Delerey, Sir Jimmy Vivien,

The next study, No.12, has three occupants, Herbert Plantegenet Mauleverer
(Iprd ?auleverer), Piet Delerey, snd Sir James Vivian.

Lord Mauleverer is & complete chenge from his neighbours in Study No.ll.
He errived at Greyfrisrs in Megnet No.184, driving a four-in-hand, snd was
given a study to himself, which he furnished in the grand style, with an
espécially comfortable sofa on which Mpuly has dozed for most of his leisure
time., :

Meuleverer is one of the richest fellows st Greyfriars, and one of the
most absent-minded &nd cereless. Meny have been the times when he has used a
"fiver" as & book-mark -~ often with unfortunate consequences .

He has meny excellent qualities. His tempersment is urbene, his manners
Chestarfieldian end he is inocapable of seeing any but the better side of his
fellows. When Herry Wharton fell out with the Remove, disrupted the Femous
Five, &nd quarrelled even with Nugent, Meuleverer could still see good in him, |
He is, naturelly, devoid of all trace of snobbery. While W.G.B. hopes to !
make the "lower classest think thet he is & gentlemen, Lord Meuleverer is one,
the personification of "noblesse oblige".

Lazy to a degree, Meuly has been known to act with resolution and onergy
when occesion demended it. He was, perheps, seen at his best in Megnet Mo.958
"The Slecker's Aweskening" in which the Femous Five, Lord Mauleverer and Marjorié
Hazeldene were trapped in the veults below the old Priory near Greyfriars. '

Meuly is @ splendid fellow in the eyes of all except Mr. Quelch, who has
to try to teach him on hot, drowsy afternoons.

Piet Delerey arrived in Megnet No.432. He comes from South ffrics end
is of Boer parentege. A splendid fellow, he appeared in the stories from time
to timc, but, like Treluce, was introduced by e substitute-writer - in this
cage, Pentelow., After Pentelow stopped writing Greyfriars stories, Delerey
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was quietly dropped. He was last mentioned in Megnet No.952, but has sinoce
been given in Form lists.

Sir Jimmy Vivien, baronet, was dragged up in e disreputeble tenement
called Carker's Rente, where he leerned to mispronounce the English language
but feiled to master teble-menners., He wes found by Sir Reginald Brooke -
Meuly's gqatdian - and transferred to Greyfriars. VWhen he errived, in
Magnet No.471, he created & smensetion, and inevitebly landed in trouble,
especially at the hands of Skinner end Snoop, who toadied to him es a baronet
until they found that he wes & penniless orphan. Sir Jimmy hase not lost his
Cockney eccent in spite of his stay at Greyfriars, but he hes proved himself
to be & decent led.

8tudy Thirteent Robert Cherry, Hurree Jemset Rem Singh, Wun Iang, Mark linley,

_ Btudy No,13 was brought into use in Magnet No,75. Bob Cherry, Wun Lutg
end Mexk Iinley were moved into it at thet time. Hurree Singh became a
member, much leter, in Megnet 211,

Bob Oherry, who arrived in Magnet No.2, is o universel feveurite and
probebly the mopt popular of 81l the Greyfrisre cheracters, Happy end cheep-
ful, $ull of good humour, & practicel joker of no meen ebility, o first-vate
erkoketer, footbeller end swimmer, the best boxer in the Remove, and utterly
devold of "eide" or malice, there is little wonder thet he is well liked. Bob
Cherry does not aspire to be a scholer; his "prep" is of medioore quality, and
often rather scamped ~ it must be confessed thet he is helped by Merk Linley -
end he i# not cut out to be a leader such as Herry Wharton, for he is rather
theughtless end impulsive, scting first end thinking (if et e1ll) afterwards.
He is & good friend of Herry Wherton, and undoubtedly did much to make him the
fine fellow that he is,

When he srrived, Bob wes placed in Study No.4, but efter Bulstrode hed.
been out-boxed by Wherton, in lMegnet No.6, they exchenged studies, snd Bob
moved into Study No,l1. He stayed there until Megnet No,.75 when Mr.Quelch
transferred him to Study No.l13 on the ground that No.l was fer too noisy and
thet Bob Cherry wes the chief culprit. v

Bob Cherry is a tender-hearted fellow, snd his loyalty to end affection
for Marjorie Hezeldene are well-known., It may be illustreted by the following
eplsode, taken from Magnet No.7l. Merjorie had visited Greyfriars to see her
brother, and celled in Study No.l on her wey out. The Co. hed sccompanied
her to the school gete. : e TR

~ "Bob Cherry came running up with the $icycle... Wharton 14t the lemp end
held the machine for Merjorie to mount. Bob Cherry hed enothér machine in
his other hend, and he 1it the lamp for thet also. e ‘
: ""Hagzel is riding back with me," seid Marjorie, with a sgile. 'He hes
permission'. ; : ;

. "'The roads aren't very sefe,.,' seid Bob Cherry. 'I'd better come &nd
then I cen look ofter Hexel on the way back.!'

"'Thenk you," scid Hezeldene, as he wheeledhis mechine up, 'I can look
efter myself all right,' ‘

"'Hallo, hello, hallo! Is that you, old chap?' seid Bob Cherry, quite
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gfggi{§oggigl¥agkevgh, as & rule, he was not fond of ﬁazeldene. '"We'll have

"10h! rats,' said Hezeldene.

"10r, I'1l tell you what,' said Bob with the same heertiness, 'I'll see
Marjorie back to Cliff House, and you needn't bother to come out at o1l,!

"1More reats,' seid Hezel.

"They wheeled their machines out of the gate. Gosling hed come out to
lock up end Wingete of the Sixth had come in just in time.

"1You kids going out?' he esked.

"7 am,' said Hezeldene, 'I've got a pass from Nr.Quelch.

"tAnd you, Cherxry?!' :

"iNice werm evening, isn't it?' said Bob Cherry, trying to wheel his
machine past Wingete without enswering the question.

"The blg Sixth-former caught him by the shoulder.

"1Have you a pess, Cherry?'

"'A ~ apass!l  Cen't you give me one, Wingate?'

"17hen you haven't one?!

"1{ell - no -~ not exactly.!

"1You young rescel, go in!'

"10ht Wingeatel! .

"The distress in Bob Cherry's fece wes so keen that the Greyfriars captein
melted. He wrote on a leaf of his pocket-book, end tore it out. '
"1Mind, back in half en hour,' he seid.

"10h, thanks, Wingate. You are e sport.'

"i10h, get off !

"And the three cyclists disappeared in the dusk.
Leter, Bob Cherry gets back, end is greeted thus,

"1Did Merjorie get home all right?' grinned Nugent. ; '

"10f course she did,' seid Bob. 'It wes a lovely ride. I had to scorch
back from Cliff House, end nearly fagged Hozcldene off his bike.'"

You can guess how much of the half-hour had been spént on.the outward
journey .

Hurree Jemset Rem Singh, Nabob of Bhenipur, orrived et Greyfriers in
Magnet No.6 when the boys of the Beechwond Acedomy ceme to stey at the School.
When they moved out (in the following story), Hurrece Singh came back, and hid
dehind the box room, in & peesage thet led to the disused wing. When dis-
covered he wes sllowed to cheange schools, snd wes ploced in Study No.l.
Wharton, Nugent, Cherry and Hurree Singh thcreupon boceme knomn to Magnet
rcoders as the "Femous Four", the term being used in Magnet No.9.

Hurree Singh remained in Study No.l until Megnet No.170 when he visited
Indie for the Delhi Durbor held in honour of the coronation of King Georgc V.
When he returned to the School, nearly a year later, Magnet No.21l, he was put
in Study No.l3, which has been his roem ever since.®

Hurree Singh's chief claim to glory is his wonderful veriety of English,
learned of his netive tutor in Bhenipur, Mook Mookerjece.

In the earliest stories he wes a rather trusiing and guileless cheracter,
but later beceme quick-witted and shrewd. When Harry Wherton & Co. went
% This foct is stoted in 12 net No.313

s
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with him to Indie to seve his throne - Megnet 960-970 - he displayed & hardnesl
of beheviouriquite unusuel to him, and wes merciless to his rival.

Hurree Singh is ¢ good wing-forwerd, snd the demon bowler of the cricket
tesam,

Wun Lung, the Chinese boy, arrived in Megnet No.36, and wes pleced. in
Study No.12. He wes transferred to No.l3 when that study opened in Magmet
No.75, end chenged to Study No.l4 in Megnet No,141, but could not beer Billy
Bunter and moved beck to No.l3 in Megnet No.1l43, end he has remained in No.l3
ever since.

Wun Lung has alweys been rather a cericature, weering Oriental robes, and
speeking pidgin Fnglish. He had a pigteil until Megnet No.128, when Alonzo
Todd cut it off.

Wun ILung hos en impish sense of humour, end provided much of the light
reclief in the eerly stories. He hes the Chinese passion for fireworks and
for kites of weird design, end hes entertoined the Removites to wonderful
dishes such as rat-pie end cet-soup, with disestrous results for the partekers|

Tun Lung has a bland end innocent expression whioch hes enabled him to
escope punishment from the mesters, end he hes off-set his diminutive stature
and lack of woxing sobility by the use of Ju-jitsu.

His fevourite in the Remove is Bob Cherry, who has often rescued him from
the bullies.

Merk Linley worked in & cotton mill in Lanceshire until he won the Bishop
Mowbray Scholership, which brought him to Greyfriers in Megnet No.45. He wes
the first scholership boy to be mentioned in the stories ~ the leter saholars
being Dick Penfold end Tom Redwing - and he ceme right up ageinst the snobbish
and purse-proud elements in the Form. Bulstrode, Snoop, Vernon-Smith =nd
Bolsover major, in succession, wrought evil by him, and he came through it nll
with flying colours. .

Merk is, indeed, a fine fellow: clever, industrious, thrifty, chivalrous)
the soul of honour. He is & good sportsmen, plays footboll end cricket for
the form, end 1s o capeble boxer. On the rere occeasions when Herry Wharton
has fallen foul of Mr.Quelch, Mark Linley hes ected as Heed Boy of the Form.

In recent yeers, he has not teken o prominent pert in the stories. There
are several reesons for this. Bullying is not so evident ss formerly.
Secondly, Linley is studious end so does not get mixed up in meny "rogs", ond
thirdly, s he is chronically heard up, he cennot efford to go with the weelthier
boys on holideys in the uttermost parts of the eerth.

Mark Linley was in Study No.12 until Megnet No.753; thoreafter he has been
in Study No.lB- ‘

Study Fourteen: Fisher Terleton Fish, Johnny Bull, tnd Sempson Quincy Iffley
Field,

Study No.l4 hess three members, ell of whom have been in it ever since they
ceme to Greyfriers. They ere: Fisher Terleton Fish, Johnny Bull and Sempson,
Quincy Iffley Field.

Fisher T. Fish comes from New York in the United Stotes of Americae,
end thinks thet he is o spry Americen business man. Actuelly, he is en
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incompetent braggert. 'When he arrived, in Magnet No.150, he boasted that
"foothall was easy", but what a mess he made of it! He subsequently claimed
prowess in all athletic pursuits, but could never substentiate his claims.

But it wes not his bregging that incensed and neuseated the Remove; it
was his stinginess, Fishy is the mesnest money-grubber imegineble, unwilling
to part with a penny if he can help it. He does not have tes in his own
study - unless someone else pays - because the school provides a meal of sorts
that his father is cherged for, and if he did not eet it, the money would be
lost! He is alweys trying out some astute gag to separate his schoolfellows
from their cesh, and invariebly coming a cropper. It was Fishy who (a) set
up an agency to provide fags for the lazy - at a rake-off for himself; (b)
started en Insurance Society to essure ageinst school punishments; (c) ram a
debt-collecting agency; (d) tried to lend money to Fags at high rates of
interest; end (e) attempted to corner food during World Wer II., Bunter
found the hoard, and swiped the lot.

Only Fisher T. Fish would possess a bunch of keys to be hired out to all
and sundry with no questions asked, - at a small fee,

Dearly would Fishy like to be a gay dog, but money might be lost, so he
refrains. He will, however, smoke a cigarette - if offered one., FHe hasn't
any of his owm,

That miserable and despicable miser, toady and funk: Fisher T. Fish,

Johnny Bull ceme in Magnet No,.151, the week after Fishy. He was the
lagt of the Co. to arrive, and his sdmission changed the Famous Four into the
Famous Five.

Johnny Bull comes from Yorkshire, and his outstanding cheracteristics are
bluntness of speech, fixed ideas of what is right and whet is wrong, a good
measure of obstinacy, &nd a wholesome regerd for honcst dealing and truthful
words. Yet he is not disloyal to the Co. He has his say and then, finding
himself a minority of one, he goes with the rest, remarking "one fool makes
many". When the disregerd of his counsel has led to disaster, tactless
Johnny points out the fact - at great length, and often gets bumped by his
exagperated pals to shew how much they appreciate his being right. In spite
of his forthrightness, he is well liked, He is, of course, quite different
from any other woy in the School.

In his esrliest deys, Johnny Bull played the concertina, appellingly.
Fortunately it got smashed, and he did not get it repaired.

Johnny Bull was the originator of the Remove Form megezine (Megnet No.158
which became the Greyfriers Herald. Actually, Billy Bunter tried to copy
the idea from Tom Merry's 'ieekly, in Magnet No.76, snd Bob Cherry essayed to
bring out & rivel magezine ot that time, but neither reached publication stage}

Johnny Bull plays back for the Remove, and is a member of the cricket
team, iAltogether, he is a good fellow,

Sempson Quincy Iffley Field, the boy from New South Wales, errived in
Magnet No.343, end was immediately nicknamed "Squiff" by Bob Cherry, who
noticed the initiels on his bag et Lenthem Junction. He has been known by
this name ever since.

Squiff is o first-rate sportsmen and & born jeper. He pretended to know
Httle aboutcoricket,gravely eccepted edvice smd. then proved his ability in a
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match he played for Courtficld Council School sgainst the Remove. Since that
dey he has pleyed in the Form tesm., He is also the regular goel-keeper in
the winter.

Hendy with his fists, Squiff knocked out Percy Bolsover in e fight.

A japer, he brought off o great rag when he vieited Highcliffe, as a new
boy &nd cened Mr,.MobLs.

" The proof of the sportemenship of Squiff is afforded by the fact that when
Johnny Bull set off to Lustralia with en Aunt ond Uncle, he asked that Field
gnould take his place in the Co. which he did until Johnny came back, some weeks
later. : :

Horece Henry Semuel Quelch, IM,A.

e must not take leave of the Remove without méntioning the Mester of
that Forms Horace Henry Semuel Quelch, M,i., who appeered in the first Magnet
story. Bl

0f the Greyfriars mesters, only Dr.Locke is merried and lives at home with
hie wife end femily. The assistant mesters are unmerried end lead & moneetic
life, their accommodation being & study, & bedroom, snd the communal common-
voom, where the fruity voice of Mr. Prout holds sway.

Mr. Quelch is a confirmed bachelor and his few relatives are seldom men-
tioned, but & niece - the plump Miss Cors Quelch, who captivated the heart of
Billy Bunter and, like him, has en enormous appetite - hsas visited the school
on two occasions, and a cougin - the rascally Ulick Ferrers - once turned up
to cause trouble.

Mr. Quelch is & skilful end versetile schoolmaster, teaching Tnglish
language and literature, History, Geogrephy and Latin to the Remove, and givi
tuition in Greek to Merk Iinley ond the few other boys who teke that subject
a8 en "extre"., Discipline in the clessroom gives him little trouble - his
ngimlet eye" roves over the Form &nd melefactors queke, Not for him the "regs"
that trouble Mossoo or thec easy excuses that get pest Capper; Quelch i3 %oo
keen for such tricks. He cen handle his Form, and the Remove know it, and
respect him for it. Though strict, he is just, and he cen temper Justice
with mercy, es Vernon-Smith, Bunter, and others have found, - And he is very
jealous of the good name of his Form., 4 hostils remark by Prout or Hacker,
ond Quelch's ire is roused, Meny have been the ocpasions when the Remove have
esceped lightly or even scot-free when injudicious interference by another
"beak" hes got Quelch's beck up. Further, he has resigned on occasion, in
protest egeinst injustice, end hes been dismissed by more than one tyrant
Headmester who had usurped Dr. Lecke's position.  All these episodes ended,
of course, in the reinstatemcnt of the intrepid Mester of the Remove.

Mr. Quelch works his form herd, end himself too., Often are we told that
much of his scenty leisure is spent in merkimg the exercises of his numerous
Form - 4n winter, in his studr; in summer, under & shady elm. He is often
to be found in the Librar:, poring over dusty menuscripts in gearch of date
for his celebrated "History of Greyf{riars'" - that meny-volumed work which,
ales, is doomed never to be complecied, Mr, Quzlch hes never been an athlete,
but he enjoys his game of cheus with Mr. Lembe, the Vicar of Friardele, and ,
ermed with his walking-stick, he oftcn welks the portly Prout "off his legs"
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in the country lenes around the School. On occasion, the stick hes proved
very handy, es when he hooked the smesh-end-gred reider Mickey the Sprat off
the pillion-sest of & motor-bike in Courtfield High Street, and when he drove
off the armed gengster who tried to kidnsp the Americen boy, Putnem ven Duck.
; Mr. Quelch's age is uncertein. Probably he is in the fifties. On the
whole, hie health is good, but twinges of rheumstism sometimes trouble him -
to the distress of the Remove - end he is susceptible to chills., More then
once, & fell in the River Saork has ceused hie temporary withdrawal from the
Form-room, with disastrous results, es the locum tenens alweys proved a queer
customer.

Yet it is certain that Mr. Quelch will never retire, but will continue to

live & frugel and austere life devoid of such luxuries as & motor-car or even

e wireless set, end to enjoy the confidence of his Chief, with whom he wrestleT

to solve the obscurities of those encient clessical suthors, Sophocles and
Sempronius .,

NOTE: In certein ceses the ruthor hes been uncble to trece the Megnet storie

in which boys were trensferred to certzin studies.
In such cases spece hos been left to encble the render to insert the
number if they cen discover it. '

GREYFRL.RS HFRLID (Cont'd from p.35)

No,17« 11. 3.16. The Pride of the Ring (Serial) by Mork Linley.
' Adventures. of Herlock Sholmes by Peter Todd,
No.1l7. The Keiser's Code.
Dick Reke's Bulldog (Greyfriers) by Geo. Bulstrode.
How Tom Brown Coptured the Keiser (Greyfrisrs) by J. Bull.

No.18. 18, 3.16. The Pride of the Ring (Serisl) by Merk Linley.
Adventures of Herlock Sholmes by Peter Todd.
No.18. The Yellow Phiz.
Calling on Coker (Greyfriers) by S5.Q.I.Field.

CAN YOU HELP ?

I would like to purchase copies of "Fun and Fiction";
"Dreadnought” (1 to 12 only);. "Bullseye"; "Surprise"; "Scoops".

Also any "Schoolboys' Own ILibraries" containing Grimslade
and Rookwood tales,

Urgently required to complete sets: Number 30 of the
gcgilegt055' Digest"; Numberes 8, 9 and 10 of the "Story Paper
ollector". :

Your price paid,

Pete J. Checkley, 18, Tarlington Road,
Coundon, Coventry.

7
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The Dead (Mo I}51Léﬂ\¢6

J. P. Wood

"The Dead Men Leughs' is the title of one of the excellent thrillers from
Victor Gunn in which Ironsides Cromwell snd his sssistant, Sgt. Johnny Lister,
solve enother orime in their femilier style. I chose it es the title for this
article, too, because I felt it was singularly anpropriate to the story I have
to tell, .

It has been known for some time, of course, thet Ldwy Seerles Brooks,
Berkeley Gray, Victor Gunn. Robert . Comrade, Reginald Browne and Tdward Thorn+
ton are onc and the seme person. :

The reprints of St.Frank's stories under the nemees of Browne and Thornton
heve been deelt with elsewhere, but here I propose to show how, Sexton Blake,
Waldo, Nelson Lee, “The Grouser" (Inep. Blake) and Eustace Cavendish ere not
quite so dead so fer es Mr. Brooks is concerned. Under the new guise of
Normen Conquest, Insp. Ironsides Cromwell end Johnny Iister, they are, in fect,
very much alive and kicking.

Broedly speaking - there are exceptions to which I will refer later -
the Normen Conquest stories by Berkeley Grey lergely comprise re~hashed Blake
end Weldo stories. Gunn's Cromwell yerns are largely reprinte of "Grouser"
stories.

No student of Blekiena will feil to see the tie-up, but I hesten to edd
thet for those of us who have not reed the originels, the Grey end Gunn novels
are vestly enterteining receding. Even if one has rced the originsls, the naw
novels are by no meens devoid of merit end ere well worth edding to the librery.

As the reprints fell into two mein parts, I em setting them out in thet
feshion. As Berkeley Gray &and Victor Gunn, lir, Brooks hss written other books
for which I cen find no Blekiene: presumebly, therefore, they erc originel
novels. Here, then, so fer es I cen, is » full list of reprints:

Berkeley Grey: Ducl lurder (Detective Weeklies 19 end 28, Tree Top Murder
end The Hired Avenger, July end September 1933); IKiller Conguest (Affeir of
the Romen Relicse, Union Jeck 1118, 14/3/28, end Once ® Crook, Union Jack 1499,
July 1932); Spot Merked X (Mystery of the Men in Meil, Deteotive Weekly,
30/1/35, Ten Minute Trep, Detective Weekly 201, deted 26/12/36); The Conquest |
Touch (From Informetion Received, Detective Woekly 48, deted 20/1/34); ;
Blonde for Denger (Sexton Blrke 4d. Liwrery, The Midnight Lorry Crime, Jenuery |
1937)s Bell of Fire (Bleck Hend et St. Frenk's, seriel in Gem efter h

|

emelgemetion with Nelson Lee Library).
Victor Gunn:-  The Borgies Head Mystery (The Two-Heeded Viper, by

R. W, Comrede, Nelson Lee Librery 2nd N,S, 9, deted 22/5/50); Ironsides Sees i
Red (Cyolists' Rest, Detective Weekly 179, 25/7/36; The Holidey Cemp, ;
Detective "Teekly 235, 21/8/37; end the Fentastic Affeir et Cloon Castle, [
Detective Weekly 252, 18/12/37)3; Deced Man's Warning (Dscce the Dwerf, Nelson
Lee Librery, 2nd N.S.); Roed to Murder (A Seecwet from The Themes, Detoctive I
"feekly 93, 1/12/34); The Dead Men Leughs (Frozen Men Mystery, Union Jeck 1364, |
7/12/29); Three Betes with Deeth (Murder on the Midnight Cosch, Detective l
Veekly 99, 12/1/35, end Quivering Steel, Union Jeck 1384, 26/4/30); Ironsides
Smells Blood (Mystery of the Weiling Pool, Detcctive Teekly 210, 27/2/37; !
Pool of Escepe, Detective Teekly 33, 7/10/53; and Girl with the Frightened Eyeq,
|
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Detective Weekly 110, 30/3/35); Ironsides on the Spot (7/aldo end Bloke in
Red Hot Recketeers, U.J. 1425, 7/2/31, end Sexton Bleke on the Spot, J.J. 1433,
4/4/31).

In addition, Berkeley Grzy's first Sexton Blake redio pley, Dnter Sexton

Blcke, re-sppeers s the Victor Gunn novel Mod Hotter's Rock. It wes origineldr

ly serialised with the Peul-Cynos stories in the Union Jeck.

On the question of reprints, compere these: "I promised her I'd give up
this hanging, but es God is my witness, I sweer I'11 heng one more men - the
men who murdered my drughter." (John Norris in Jeffrey Geunt's scrial,
"irong'Un in the Force" beginning in Detecetive Weekly 179, deted 25 July 1936.
And: "I will do one more henging - ond one more only!" vowed John Sheand, the
hengmen. "And thet will be the mon who murdered my deughter." (Advertisement
in the seme D.V. for Welter Tyrer's The Hengmen's Doughter, published ss No.3
of the 2d Brosdsheet Novels, Coincidence?

The Monster Librexy® (Contd. from p.103%)
No,12. 20.10.26 The Mystery lMoster. (Reprint of Neclson Lee Librery, Smell
Series Nos: 256, The Remove-Master's Delusion. 257, The Mester of Mystery.

258, Hermdforth's Hendful. 259, The Riddle of Bellton Wood. 260, The Dismond of
Fate. 261, The Split in Study D. 262, The Spy of St.Frenk's.,. 263, The Claws
of the Count.

No.13. 20.,11.,26. The Voyage of the Wanderer. (Reprint of Nelson Lee Library,
Smcll Series Nos: 264, Lord Dorriemore's Quest. 265, Bound for Brozil. 266,The
River of Wonders. 267, The Dresm City. 268, The White Gients. 269, The Modern
El Doredo. 270, Absndoned Lmong the frzecs. 271. The Troitor King. 272, The
Battle of the Gients. 273, The Leke of Gold. 274,The Return of the Venderers.
Nos14. 20.12.26. The Ghost of Bennington Gremge. (Reprint of Nelson Lee Library,
Smell Series Nos: 285, The Jew of St.Fremks, 286, Borred by the Hoed. 287,Some-
thing Like en Idesa, 288, The Schoolboy Cinema-Owners. 289, The Heunw®ed House.
290, The Christmes Plot. 291, The Schoolboy Builders. 292, The Cineme Strikers. |
293, Solomon Levi's Triumph, '

No,15. 20.1.27. The Boy "ho Venished. (Reprint of N.L.Librory Smoll Series Nos:
275, The Study of lystery. 276, The L:incashire Led. 277, The Secret of the North
Tower. 278, lissing from School. 279, The Clue of the Oil Treil. 280, The Ruined
Lighthouse, 281, The Schoolboyis Prtient. 282, Nipper & Co.nin Lenceshire.

283, Hendforth's Greet Triumph,
No+16. 19.2.27. St.Frenks on tie Spree. (Reprint of Nelson Iee Library, Smell

Series Nos:- 294,The College House Mystery. 295,The Schoolboy Lightweight .296,
296,The Bleckmeiled Schoolboy. 297,The Housemester's Double, 298,The ILure of the
Ring. 299,The Housemester's Hete. 300,The Beginning of the Rot. 301,The Secret
Tribunel. 302,The Schoolboy Professional. 303,0n the Track of the Schemer.
304, Fooled ot the Finish. No,17. 19.3.27. Prisoners of the Mounteins.
(Reprint of N.L. Librery, Smell Scries Nos: 305,44rift in Mid-.dr. 306,The Ship
of Mystory. 307,The Mountein Strohghold. 308,In the Brigend's Leir. 309,The Sevi
of the Copitel. 310,The Sign of the Fleming Torch. 311,The Hounds of the Tegosse
No,18. 20.4.27. The Remove in the Wild ‘West. (Reprint of N.L.Library, Smell Seri
Nos: 320,The Nonteno Mystery. 321,The Terror of Roering Z. 322,The Rustler's

Secret, 323,Up the Ghost River. 324,Redskin Courege. 325,The Volley of Gold.
526iThe Troitors of Ceribou Pess, 327,The Fury of Thunder Repids.

No. 205+ & .ﬂ&ggeéi of th%ch%ggc. Repgi%t gf Nglﬁonl%ee Libra ,Sms%ltSurigq
. (<] er 2 ) £ kl . a

RGE»IS. SzE,Tée School oys$bUnion. 3§S,Tge Ch%is%gpscpggttg¥g. 229; 33 %cﬁoglggy

boviet. 344,Thc Communist School. 345,Strunch to the School. 346,The Supreme

Council. 347,The Dismissel of Nelson Lee. 348,The Downfoll of the Snoke.
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g’that]\zt liked them Fierce!

" By J.V.B, Stewrrt Huntei”

"As we turn over the poges, we very quickly discover into whet sort
of scenes we ere likely to be conducted. Here we see men dogging each
other on derk nights, lurking behind trees ond looking round cornersj
gipsies in woods rre entering into mysterious comprcts with gentlemen /
disguised in huge clocks; burglers with derk lenterns ere prowling in
houses; &ssessins sre ciming blows ot the dbocks of unconscious victims;
murderers steel into the chambers of sick men; women wrke up stertled
in their beds rnd listen; ladies listen et doorsy young girls sre
seen flying on the tops of houses from highly-imperssioned pursurerss
ledies elope with lovers in the denrd of night; post-chaises rre driven
8t the gellop in thunder, lightning, fnd rein over lonely moors; women
ore stobbing women, end offering to shoot meny men hurl esch other dovm
trep doorsy desd men ere cerried to the doctor; 1ledies are oppressed
with eswful secrets, end feint before the slter et the sight of gentlemen;
houses orec on fire; duels are o stending institution; mesk bslls ere the
order of the dey and night; 1lcdies rre corried rwry by force; horses rre
ever in reediness; there is much drinking, eternsl embrrces, &nd ever
tnd everywhere we see heir flying wild ond dishevelled in the wind."

Thet wee o resl pemnn'orth, thot wes!

(The quotation, by the wey, comes from o hundred-ycer-old review of the
penny number romences of George Williem Mpeerthur Reynolds, who wes one of the
more restreined writers of the Victorien "blood".)

Thumbing through my ANNU.LS, I observe th:ct sn ANNUAL erticle should be
scholrrly ¢nd cuthoritetive, written by rn expert for experts, and carefully
non-controversinl. E

Life cen be very difficult! I om neither scholer nor suthority, this
article on the Victorien "penny dreedful" is intended for those who know little
or nothing sbout the subject, snd, rs it is frenkly propegendist, it cen
scercely evoid being controversiel.

Nevertheless, I hope that you "moderns" — the Blckes, the Hemiltonicne,
the Leeltes -- will reed it, beceuse I honestly welicve thet you hove something
to goin by diverting o little of your interest to the "elder brother" of the
hobby . i
_Perhcps I should explein what the carly "penny dreedfuls" were. .round
the mid-century the messes of the working-clesses were just emerging from
illiteracy, &nd clemouring for "something to resd". The demend was largely
supplied by semi-religious wodies, snd, neturelly, their offerings werec edify-
ing ond elevating enough, but rether light on the entertainment side. The price
of the three-decker novel wes swoy Weyond thc cepscity of the ordinery wege-
carner; even the shilling monthly Dickens perts were too deer. The cheep
publishers were quickly clive to the situetion, end commenced to issue novels —+
highly dremetic stuff -~ in weekly perts costing o penny esch. The weukly
pert consicted usurlly of eight peges illustreted by o crude wood-cut, and quite
commonly ended in the middle of # senteonce. The resder who wented to hove the
complete novel had to-.seve the perts end heve them bound on the completion of
the story.

")
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The success of a story cen be judged, in most cases, by its length., If
the weekly prrts were selling well, the suthor kept on writing, padding it,
with ¢ carcless sbendon, with anything he could ley his honds ony if they were
hanging fire, he hastily inveigled a1l his cheracters on to a ship in » tempest1
or errenged e voleenie¢ eruption, so bringing the story to o speedy conclusion.,

Are there eny ressons why you should collect them?

I would suggest thot o knowledge of the older "penny number" stories would
meke you & more considerable euthority in your own specislty. 411 too fre-
quently the term "speciclist" is very loosely used, overlooking the simple fact
thet no-one cen be considered o specirlist who hes not more then » nodding
acqueintence with the genersl field in which he is working. Since, conscious-
1ly or unconsciously, #ll art is derivetive, it is perticulerly necessery for
the book-collecting specislist to know the genersl background of his subjcct.

For instence, o Blake collector who does not know how much his favourite
charecter derives from earlier fictionel detectives, or whet the Blake suthors
have learned from their forerunners, mey be o "devotee" or "fen" or "whoat-have-—
you". but he is certeinly not ¢ Bleke specioslist. To him, the penny number
can be particularly helpful. Gven to those who know their Heyward by heart,
it cen present en unknown world of detectives, ronging from contemporsries of
the stolid Sergeant Cuff, through imitotion Vidocgs, to the astonishing erray
of "private eyes" that the AIDINES presented to the British resder. And not
only the detectives, but their antegonists, the highweymen, the burglers, the
Spring-heelecd Jacks, prototypes of the present-dey gengsters -- with the added
edventage that they ere the British veriety, end did not heve to be imported
from limerica.

The argunent applies with equel force to the Homiltonisns. Cherles
| Hamilton "fens" will recell that, snswering George Orwell, he discleimed all
knowledge of the work of Gunby Hedath. Sinc: therc is & school of thought
which advocetes a writer's complete disregerd of the work of his competitors,
there is nothing detrimentel to Mr. Hemilton in his discleimer —— but o similer
edmission on the pert of » Hemilton collector would outomaticelly rule him out
of considerstion rs e Hemilton specirlist. I use this purely es en illustration,
of course -~ I heve no doubt that every Hemiltonien is femilier not only with
Hadeth, but with his predecessors, Kipling, Dean Ferrer, Hughes, T.B. Read, and
the host of others. Lven then, the world of the "penny number" cen offer an
extre-curricular course in e varied ronge of schools end schoolboys, from the
Dotheboys Holl type through the incredible public schools of the Brett end i
Hogarth ere to the turn-of-the-century acedemies, trending closer to the
corlier Greyfriars snd St.Jim's.

Ambition is not in »11 of us, so pecrheps you do not want to be o specinlist.
Cen I offer you & finencisl inducement? I would be the last person in the
world to suggest the profit motive es the primery object in selecting o collect+
ing ectivity. Yet there is much to be seid for the old Yorkshire advice: ,
"Dotint thou merry for munny, but go¥ wheer munny is." In other words, if you |
can find en interest in o brench of book-collecting where values -re likely to
appreciate, so much the better. In my opinion, the collecting of the old
"penny numbers" does fall into thet cetegory, whereas the collecting of the '
"moderns" certeinly does not. Ten, twenty, thirty, forty ¢TI hope, for you!) l
yeors on, think what o comfort it would B¢ to your sorrowing relict, as she
regretfully lines the bottoa of the perrot's cage with ¢ couple of red MAGNETS,
to know thet there are o few pounds locked up in the musty old volumes you
bought a8 a sideline!
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There will be many to ptotest my essessment of the likely merket trend in
"moderns", so I may be forgiven for elaboreting my ressons for welieving so.
They have nothing in them of dispersgement of the merits of these periodicels,
either as literature of entertainment. Indeed I hove a warm affection for
Mr, Hemilton, who geve me so meny heppy boyhood hours; o modest collection
attests my edmiretion of the craftsmenship of many of the BLAKE suthorss my
sympethy goes out to H.S. Brooks as en eble writer who had the melancholy
fortune to fall between two stools.

I build my argument, firstly, on the belief thot the basic reeson for the
collecting of GEMS, MAGNETS, LEES, and BLAKES is # 51mple nostelgis, o desire
to reeapture the reading delights of boyhood. It is @ very good reagon --
who would not want to recepture these happy days? But it is now eleven ycers
end more since the three first-nemed periodicels cessed publicetion; there is |
e new generation growing up who have never read & GEV, MAGNET, or LEE, and con- |
sequently have not thet initial impetus towerds collucting them. Check the
everage &ge of collectors in the HO'S WHO, and the number of teen-agers for
confirmation. '/ith sorrow for the deplorecble taste of the new gemsretioa, I |
mst go further and sey thot it does not went to rerd eny school stories. ,
Llthough the bookstrlls ere loeded with SUPERMANS end C.PTAIN I.HVELs end mis— ‘
nemed COMICS, post-war publishing is strewm with the wrecks of school-tele
periodicals. - (Since someone is bound to quote the Hamilton bound books, may |
I say here thaet & check with local booksellers confirms my welief thet, like |
the old B.O.P., they ere bought for boys end not by boys). It follows, then, i

|
{
|
|

thet when the present gencration of collectors dies out, so too will the demend
for these periodicels. Not entirely, of course, since there will be students
of the juvenile story for whom Cherles Hemilton will be '"required reeding", end
sociologists to puzzle over the paredox of # public-school theme end @ pre-
dominently Council school rerdership. But their requirements will be pitifully
smell, compared with the large smount of materisl aveileble. (It would be 3
interesting to know how much Hemiltonie lir. Turner needed to reed in order tJ |
write his very competent chepter in BOYS WILL BE BOYS). The slump in values
is ineviteble.

On the surface it would seem thet the SEXTON BL.KE position is different,
inesmuch s thet the series is still running. It is, unfortunately, only &
surfece difference beceuse the Sexton Blake of todey's series bears little or
no resemblence to the earlier character. The resl Blake died with the "Jer .
years, and if enother neme should be substituted for Bleke it would not moke
e screp of difference to the story. Why then should the nresent readership 5
went to collect them when they are indistinguishadle from the ruck of peper— -
backed crime books that litters the bookstells? ind, since they arc obv1ouslyI
content with this stete of offairs, they heve no impetus to resesrch into the
earlicr series to find on individusl Sexton Bleke. ~ So we march, inevitebly,
to the seme melancholy destinetion -~ the present collectors die cut, end the
demend will come from students end general detective-story collectors who will
require only o few exemples.

Now dry your eyes while I reverse the medal, and tell you, very briefly,
why the "penny numbers" will continue to be collected, sand to eppreciste in ;
volue. There dre threc mein ressons. Firstly, there are comperatively fow |
complete copies aveileble., Anyonc who hos tried to seve part issues of é
encyclopaediss and things like thet knows, when the time for binding errives, i
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the dismey of discovering one or two perts missing. Secondly, the demand
comes from meny overlepping groups -- the "Penny Drendful" collector, the his-
t.rien, the sociologist, the crime collcctor, the student of Vietorien fiction,
end meny more. I con illustrote this by an incident coming within my knowledge
A bookseller I know had four copies of THE SKANMSTRISS, or THE "HITE SL.VE OF
ENGL.ND . I bought the first copy, the second wes sold to & collcctor of
Victorien fiction, the third to » trade union officiel intcrested in the dress-
mcking trede, snd the lest, on the strength of its misleading sub-title, to &
collector of erotica. Lastly, anyone who reeds @& litersry magezine, or looks
ot the publishers' snnouncements, must e swere of the steadily increesing
interest in oll Victorian subjects, and perticulerly in Victorien literature.
This is evidenced by the lorge numbers of reprints, end iographicel studies

of little-known writers. The "penny nymber" will certainly come in for ite
share of ettention.

I have offered two inducements, end I would edd to them the mej r one that
the collecting of the "old-timers" cen bring o good deml of interest snd emuse-
ment -~ and that is something in this rether cheerless epoch. Intercst, buceus
the "penny number" covers such a wide veriety of subjects. There are see and
war stories, teles of highwsymen, studies of contemporery high and low life,
fictionrlised accounts of fomous crimes, historicel nerrstives covering every
period from the Crusedes to the Regency, even the eerly "scientifiaction".
Anuseinent, too, in the highly stylised illustretions, the glering enachronisms,
end the "purple passeges". There sre no postel shedes in the "penny number"!

Yion't you try e sample? It will not cost much. I would like to suggest
e few titles from which ycu could mske & trial essey. They ere & personsal
selection, and there ere many "penny number" items thet would do equally well
although I have chosen this short list for their rcedebility, ressonsble cost,
end aveilebility. llost of them cen be obteined through diligent enquiries
of the booksellers, or, since »ooksellers sre inclined to overprice the commoner
numbers, by buying collectors!' duplicates. (Ploase do not esk mes; I only
wish T hed duplicetes — they would be o support for my declining yeers?

My first item is a perticuler favourite of mine, becruse I think thet, as
e "penny number", it hes everything. It is the First Series of THE MYSTERIES
OF LONDON which, with its successor THE YSTERIES OF THE @OURT, ran interrupted—
ly for twclve ycars, the combined scries containing as much reeding matter as
fifty modern novels. There are two series in the MYSTIRIES OF LONDON, and
four in the WMYSTERILS OF THZ COURT, rnd each series consists of one complete
story. L series hens 104 weekly perts eech with on exciting wood-cmt illustra-
tion, ond covers 800 lerge double-columns of small type. It would provide you
with emple winter reeding. The mnein plot is the usuel Victorien "missing heir"
one, but there are dozens of intricate sub-plots. Reynolds, the outhor, wee
a prominent Chartist rs well ss o bigger "best-seller" then Dickens, and there
are fescinating deteils of the "low life" of the period; the poor sre white
e8 the driven snow, ond the titled sre¢ no better then they should be. At e
cost of less then a guines it is velue for money .

Next, for a historicel exemplec, is ROBIN HOOD AND I ITTIN JOHN, or THE
MERRY MIN OF SHERWOOD FOKEST, by Pierce Tgen. Pierce Bgen wes the editor of
the HOME CIRCLE, a rether steid femily megeaginc, end sccordingly, his story
kcops woll inside the bounde of Vietorisn decorum. Despite a rather turgid
style, he tells & good historicel story, smd the resder will find in this volume

some of the "eourcc material" of the later Robin Hood stiories, Therc are

|
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several editions of this volume; my copy is the Author's Own Ldition of 35
weekly numbers, 280 peges, with the ususl illustrotion to each pnrt. It should
cost around half & guinee. .

The Highweymen stories sre legion, probebly the best known of them being

BLICK BESS, end BLUESKIN. The former is ¢ massive volume of 254 weekly numbers
~ over 2000 poges of ‘closely set double-colum type. BLUESKIN is sbout o hundred

numbers shorter. Although both are "musts" for the Penny Number collector, I
would hesitete to recommend them to the weginner. To settle down to reading
them would be e formideble tesk, snd the price is considereble. I prefer %o
recommend & later iswue of the 'seventies' — THE BLUD DV/.RF, by Percy St.John,
This wee issued By Hogerth House in 35 weokly numbers, snd is generally found

in three volumes with coloured covers. (Incidentelly, if you buy Hogerth House
or Brett novels in wound form, see thet the coloured covers ere wound in). Thiq

is e tole of Dick Turpin, which beers little resemblence to the scturl cereer

| of thie melefector — in this story Dick's sdventures include fighting with

Rob Roy in Scotlend, with the insurgents in Ireland, snd sgerinst Red Indicns

in America! It is shockingly wedly written, for this wes St.John in his .
decline, but the fifteen folding plates in full colour cre & delight. You may
have to go beyond e guinea for this item, ‘but it is worth it a8 o decorative
piece,

It is embarrassing to have to mcke a selection from the school stories
becruse there sre so meny to chosc from. The esrly cxemples beer ¢ very close
resemblence to those Belsen~like institutions portreyed by Dickens snd Mrs.
Trollope, so I will meke my selection from the Birchem end ‘Swishem rcademies
of the Brett end Hogarth era., Thore was one vitel difference between the
heroes of that time end the Fronk Richards boys -~ the former grew up! So we
have the long JACK H RKATVAY snd TOM :ILDR.KE series, where only the firet
volume deals with the schooldesys of the hero, subsequent volumes deteiling his .
edventures all over the world. Further school stories were errenged for by -
sonding the hero's son -— and in the Herkewsy crse, grendson -- to continue the
process!l There sre, of coursc, meny single volume school storics, but my own
opinion is thet they ere not up to the stenderd of the series stories. So, I
will plump for & Brett issue: THE SC.PLGR.CE OF THE SCHOOL, or THT DV INTURES

s
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OF DICK LIGHTHEART in 26 numbers, or two coloured—-cover volumes. Those who L

find interest in Dick's schooldsys cen follow his further sdventures in the sub
sequent four volumes of AT Slii, end OF LONDCN., The first two volumes should
cost around helf-e-guinea.

Bow Street runners, the top-hatted detective sergennts, snd the privete
investigotors eppear in the 'fifties, 'sixties, end 'suventies, but I am going
to the turn of the century for my detective selcction, to the ALDINI DETTCTIVIE,
mainly becceuse they ere so reesonebly priced. For a shilling or two one cen

obtein these smell-size 80 pege volumes with their melodrematic coloured covers
between these covers perades the oddest seléction of detectives cver to o geer
in print. The volume before me ie typical: PITILESS .S DREATH; CRO /NINC

THE DLTECTIVE, JOE PHOENIX'S DOUBL: DE.L (Joe wes a fevourite cherscter of this
series); BIAUTIFUL J.CK, THE DOUBLE—EDGED DETECTIVEs THT D.IDY DRTTOTIVE, end
80 on. There &re over three hundred numbers in the series, so the choice is
wide.

I connot close my selection without mentioning » Lloyd, thet pioneer of th
"blood". To most collectors the neme of Lloyd meens SURENTY TODD end V 'RNIY T
V.AMPIRE, £nd the much sought after highwaymen trles 1ike PAUL CLIFFOKD end

HT
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CL.UDE DUV.L. But in the two hundred odd (end "odd" is aptl) romences spperr-
ing with the Lloyd imprint there sre a considerable number nimed at 2 female
reedership. "Domestic Romences" he clled them, but they were fer from being
humdrum — JRTHA WILLIS: THE MAID, THE PROFLIG.T™, AND THE FELON tells its
story in the sub-titlej HiLiN PORTIR, A SICRET OF THR SE/:RS OF LONDON promises
n somewhat undomestic locele; PEDLIR'S ACRT, or TH® WIFT OF STWTN HUSBANDS
lives up to t°he sub-title. The woodcuts which sdorn each pert ere a delight -~
the wood-chopper which figures #s & lethel weepon in meny of the stories seems
to have been the tool used for the wood-cuts #8 welll Lloyd novcls are scarce,
‘nd meny of them run into quite high figures, so I will chose one which is not
too expensive, and recommend ADILINE, or THL GRAVE OF THE FOLS KiN es o typicel
exemple of the "domestic romence". It consists of 52 penny numbcrs. Iy copy
cost fifteen shillings, snd it should be procurcble eround thet price.

/nd so ends this tentetive resding list. It mey Ye wondered why I have
mede no mention of the numerous periodicels of the Vietoriem era, Prinecipelly
becruse this is enother subject, end I would pr.fer to see it hendled by #n
ebler pen then mine, but clso beceuse I em doubtful if values, in this brench
of collecting, will show the seme tendency to increese. But from the vicw-
point of interest, I would certeinly recommend ¢nyone to buy e volume of, say,
BOYS OF ENGL.ND which ere still procureble at less then e guines & volume, #nd |
ere, et thet price, emezingly good velue for money.

, I hope thot this brief erticle mey tempt one or two of you into this field
of collecting. It is very lergely uncherted country, with meny intriguing
byweys yet to be explored. Come elong rnd stick up ¢ few sign-posts for those
who will follow after us.

e e b e e et S e Som A S . S 18 Al B S R A T
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THE MONSTER LIBRARY

Notes: }

A monthly librery of 19 issues only, from November 1925 to May 1927 inclu-
sive. 1/~ each with Yellow, Red end Blue covers. .ll were reprints of stories
first eppeering in the NLLSON LEE LIBRARY, and =11 were written by Ldwy Seerles
Brooks. |
| Ho.l. 20,11,1925. The Schoolboy Tressurs-Seekers. (Reprints of Nelson Lee '
Library, Smcll Series Nos:— 158, Coptoin Burton's Quest. 159, The Schoolboy
Stoweweys. 160, S.0.5. or Tricked by "ireless. 161, The Islend of Fire.

162, The Volley of the Unknown. 163, lMarooned. 164, The Fight for lirstery.
165, i'Bid for Gold.

N0e2s 19412,1925. The Black Sheep of the Remove. (Reprint of Nelson Lee l
Librory, Smell Series Noss—~ 170, The Coming of the Serpent, 171, The Boot- |
Rece liystery. 172, Nipper in Disgrace, 173, Ixpelled from St.Fronk's. 174,The !
Lemove on Strike. 175, Poor 01d Hondforth. 176, Thc Closing of the Net,
177, The Serpent'ys Redcmption. : :
No.3. 20.1,1926, The Tyrent of St.Fr nk's. (Reprint of Nelson Lee Library,
Smell Series Nos:- 187, The Soldier Housemoster. 188, The Freek of St.FrPnk‘s.i
189, Discipline Let Loose. 190, Under the Heel. 191, Dr.Strfford's Ordeel. .
192, “ho Killed the Colonel? 193, The Schoolwoy Sleuth. 194, The Colonel's '
Secret. .

| (Cont'd . poge 38)
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Ingive Fleetway House

Informetion supplied by Tom Hopperton, Ernest Carter,

| J.R. iurtegh, Jemes D,Merralls, end Rev. A. G. Pound, |
with comments by Herbert Leckenby.

During the year severel members of the clen have ween in contect with
men who used to write the stories in which we are so much interested. From
them they succeeded in getting scme real inside news, the sort of news we
revel in. This information hes been assembled here, with the result thet we
heve en article as useful end interesting es eny that have eppesred in our

Bges . 3
# First of our sleuths was Tom Hopperton, Now, when Tom gé¢ts on the hunt,
he is like unto & foot®all "scout" in seerch of e £30,000 centre forwerd
necessary to save the teem from relegetion. In the beginning he tracked down
Michael Pooley from there on to Stenley .ustin, Clive R. Fenn, and Mourice
Down, (for long editor of the Magnet end Gem) & nice beg nearly e forward
line. If he had got G. R, Semways, @s he tried to do, he would have had one.

The case of Stenley [ustin was particulerly intcresting. His neme wes
a new one to, I believe, all of us, yet we found that he wes one of the most
prolific of the "imitation" Gem end liagnet atithors, Anywey he proved a moset
useful discovery, for he told us quite @& lot we didn't know wefore. _

Hovever, I will now let Tom Hopperton give you the result of his labours,
then T will teke up the story agein.

T. Hopperton

When drafting en article letely on Hulton's BOYS' MAG ZINE e thought
struck me which halted my fingers at the following passege:

"Micheel Poole, who could always be relied on for a good story,
imprcsses me as being pre-eminently the AP, writer who could -
given the seme or similar circumstances - have given Chrrles
Hamiltom @ run for his money. He hed the essentiels of e smooth
style, fertility without wendering into thc fantestic to eke out
his plots, easy humour &nd convincing charscterisetion. In "The
Blott of Berrisford" he produced the best school series of the
meny in the pink peper......"

I begen to wonder if those opportunities hed not existed, et lesst in
part. Mr. Poole went to the 4,P, in 1910, was iditor of LNSWiRS by 1912, end
e prolific contributor. He had teken over Sexton Baake for five numbers of
that Librery end for a number of UNION JiCKS. Above @ll, he was & specislist
in school stories end the odds seemed long that he would heve contributed some
of the stories to the GEM rnd MIGNET, I rolled out the shee¥ of paper end
fed in snother for a letter. Beack come a friendly end informetive reply
which showed thet while my guess had not been correct we hed certainly reed
much more of Micheel Poole then we had suspected. "The Prince of Altenburgh"
in the 1917 MAGNET end "Quinton's Heritege" in the G¥M -~ remember them?
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Of course, and es "!nthony Thomes" was Michael Poole we cen now give credit in
its ovroper place. Iir. Poole confirmed too what we have been only veguely
aware of - that the Blaekian writers, himgelf anong them, hed @& hend in the
Dixon Bretts, Dixon Hawkes and Tubby Heigs which flourished in the early
'twenties. Bill Gander wes wondering in 5:P.C. ebout the origin of the short
Bleke stories which eppeered in the POPULAR #nd which were so much at varience
with the eccepted tredition. Thenks to IMerbert Leckenby it wes possible to
escertain that they ceme from THE PEINY PICTORIAL end Herbert could produce
copice going back to 1908 (from the sdverts in the %d GEM th.y were running in
1907, if not earlier) but without Mr. Poole, who consulted old collescgues at
the L.P., we should not have known that the chief author of both this series

and similar Blakes in ANSWERS wes Andrew Murway, although others, sgein includii

himself, had made lesser contributions to the series. But chief smong the sur
prises wes his disclosure that one of the leading hends in the GEM end MAGNET
substitute writers' circle hed been Stenley .iustin,

Stanley .ustin! .. man who had written between two and three hundred
St.Jim's end Greyfriars stories and whose partial identity with Fra-k Richards
amd Mortin Clifford scemed to have remeined within the professional circle
asgsocleted with Fleetway Housel If so substential e figure in the sage had
remeined unknown, what chence is there of securing o reesonably complete 1list
of @11 who hed stories printed? The femous entry in the WRITFRS' ND .ARTISTS!
Yi\R BOOK hed solicited contributions for years: how meny hundreds of free-
lances hopefully ground out stcries and how meny saw those stories in print is
something that would tex Sexton Bleke to solve. Off went # further letter to
Mr. Austin, snd on the seme dey I lcarned that Stanton Fope, now in \ustralia,
had added yet enother to the list by his admission that he had written several
of the yarns, &snd with the following strokes of his pen, apperently dcleted
one by an cmphatic statement that Clive R, Femn had not written any. Coming
almost immediately ofter Mr., S. F. Jones' article on "Clive R, Fenn o8 an
Imitator of Charles Hemilton" in the COLLECTORS' DIGEST, this wes indced food
for thought. Mr, Poole had aelready expressed surprise to hear of lir. Fenn
being emong the subs: now ceme & second letter in which he said that the
article hed considerably puzzled him, R,T, Bves, who conducts the .A.P. girls'
papers,-and Horece Hazeldine the chief literary ceshier during & reminiscent
concleve over the DIGLST, =nd thatthese three old-stagers were "even more
definite that Fenn had never done eny of the stories —— unless they were in
the very, very eerly deys of the pepers."

Now came the reply from ir. Austin, which 'as a model of all that an
enquiring collector could hope for -~ ond completely surprising. He gave 80
much information, indeed, thet it hes not yet been possible to sort o1l of it
out, but sterting with "The Frg's Honour" for the GEM in ebout 1919, he cerried
on until ebout 1935 to & totel of, as I said, between two end three hundred
stories ¢f St.Jim's and Greyfriers. Lmong the titles were: "The Secred Idol"
"Melcolm's Secret', "Grundy's Dulusion'", "Fifty Pounds Rewerd", "Top of the
River", "Rowing to Win", "Grundy, Ventriologquist" "St.Jim's Guy", '"In .nother
Neme'" cnd its sequel, "The Lightning Shaft" end sequel, snd 2 number of holiday
series --- those dealing with the motor ceraven, the motor cruiser and the
Norfolk Broeds. ~ .\11 these were in the GEM, for which Mr, Augtin's lest long
series wes ths eight cricket yerns under the guneral title of "Who Shell be

g
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Captain", It will be noticed that the foregoing contains the 192% "Nippy"
Yarns which had been escribed to Clive R, Fenn and which formed the basis of
Mr, Jones' srticle. Mr. Austin wes not in e position to consult his records
at the time of writing, but he did mention "The Secret of Shark's Tooth Islend"
end "The Supreme Saerifice" as two of his MAGNET stories. He hed also done &
lot of shorts for the PENNY POPULAR end the HOLID.Y :NNUAL, covering not only
Tom Merry &nd Herry 'iharton but even the third member of the trinity -- in
shorts, long-completes end e full Rookwood serisl for the GWM, "His Ovn Tnemy".
The record goes & long wey back: his first story appesred in the BOY'S H'RALID.
in 1910, &nd wes followed by contyibutions to the BOYS' FRIEND, BOYS' REALM,
end meny others,

Now if there is anyone who cen fit the missing pieces to the puzzle, it
is Mr. C. M. Down, who wes H,A., Hinton's assistant end, when Hinton left the
AJP. in 1921, succeeded him es Fditor of the Compenion Pepers, to which was
later added MODERN BOY. He wes a little surprised end, I think rather greti-
fied, to find so much interest being teken in his former cherges after so many
years, and he wes kind enough to swell the information at our disposal, by
corroborating thzt emong the suthors had been Clarke Hooke, that elusive
Mr. Cook, fmd the more familiar nemes such es B, 5. Brooks. He denied cate-
gorically, though, that Lrnest Brindle hed been ene, which seems to brend es
8 myth the belief that Brindle wes the first of the subs, #nd it wes signifi-
cant that while I had mentioned Clive Fenn, he did not. He believed, moreover
that the majority of the later non-Hemilton tales had been the work of
G. R, Semways, who had femilierised himself with the general atmosphere when
he had been on the editoriel stoff for a period after the 1914 Wer.

From Mr. Dovn ceme also &n expression of opinion on what was, et all
events, the later edit.rial policy regarding the vexed question of substitute
guthors, which he sgreed hed been 2 headeche, s it was obviously necessary
to have some trazined writers who could have cerried on in place of Mr.Hamilton
in case of emergency. Tihen he beceme Editor, it wes his policy to trein one
or two, but to use the meximum number of genuine Hamilton stories, to which
he gives unstinted preise.

It had now become clear thet the only way to resolve the contredictory
opinions and recollections ebout Clivie Fenn's work waes to sppeal to Mr., Fenn
himself, end & charming reply proved ot last thet we hed heen under o mis-
epprehension. Mr. Fenn wes certeinly on the staff of the Companion prpers dut
it wae in connection with the correspondence (elthough he did many special
erticles for them) end his very long cerecer es e fiction writer wes centred
on other papers. He does relete sn emusing incident of J. N. Pentelow, during
his editorship, putting him on to do » MAGNET yarn, buying it for five guinees
ag''the style was miles off" and then proceeding to carve himself five weekly
numbers out of Mr., Fenn's plot. Incidentelly, efter the lapse of thirty
yeers, he is st one with Mr. Hemilton in specking in the warmest terms of
H., .. Hinton, end I should like to think that there was someone in the world
who would speek of me &s glowingly &8s Clive Fenn does of Charles Homilton.

There have been rgides 2nd gleems of informztion along the way thet I em
reluctant to forego, such &8s more of Mr. Fenn's work, but space @nd a strict
attention to relevence exclude them. But, from Mr. Poole, did come one
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further item which is right on our doorstep. Long after Ferrcrs Locke mode

his bow in, I believe the 3d Gem No.1l6, he wos featured in e series of serials

for the MAGNET credited to Hedley Scott. It now sppeers that Scott wes
reelly Hedley O'Ment, for long @ sub-editor for thet peper, =nd of him Chearles
Hemilton dryly observes. "Yes, O'Ment wes Hedley Scott, end he hed the nerve
to spproprisrte my detective --— Locke, stock end berrel, ss it were!l"

NOTE: To cvoid eny possible misrepresentstion, most of the words, cven in
not in quet:tion merks, arec those of ths writers.

Well, thet will heve given you something to ponder over,but before I pess
on, just & word or two sbout thet Clive Fenn error. “/hen Stenley ‘wstin's
letter cime clong I let John Shew have a look rt it. Hs, suthority No.l on
the "imitation" stories, instently pointed out thet Mr. Lustin cleimed the
"lotor Coreven" series. Now these were whet we ususlly c¢rll the “INippy from
Nowhere" stories, :nd in rm erticle which sppeercd in the C,D. these had been
credited to Clive Fenn. 111 I cen sey in excuse is theat et the time scveral
of us were under the impression that they were Clive Fenn's work. .8 they
erc usuelly considered to be some of the best of the "imitetion" stories it
is only right thot Mr., Austin siould e given his due.

Jow to "Down-Under"

’ We'll now trovel across the world - to ustrelic., There, the cegle eye

of Lrnest Cirter hrd spotted the neme of Stonton Hope in the mews, He wondered

if it wes the ssme Stanton Hope who w:s one of the great ermy of Sexton Blake
cuthors.  He wrote to him rmd soon found thet he surely was, Followed some
heppy mcetings wherein severnl of the fellows in the vicinity of Sydney took
pert.  Out there he is running "The Stenton Hope College of Journalism" eond

¢ pamphlet in conncction with it gives us much intercsting information ebout
him, Lis full neme is W. E, Stanton-Hope, end he is a F.R.G.S. He hes meny
importent books to his credit including "Oceen Odyssey" (2 copy of this is in
the King's person:zl librery); "Gallipoli Revisited"; "Richer Dust" » novel
publicly recommcnded by ‘inston Churchill); "Tanker Fleet": "Burton of the
Bazcors" and "Gold Patrol".

He wes nevel features writer for the London " jvening News" and suthor of
@1l the Merchent Nevy sections in the New Universal Tncyclop.die.

To come to the field in which we ore porticulerly interested we find that
St.nton Hope's output wes prodigious. Iisten to this: "He wrote meny full
length novels of the world-famous detective, Sexton Bloke. He has written
over 30,000,000 publisiied words in more then 20,000 serial instelments, short
story scrics, short stories end erticles, His work has rppesred in hundreds
of the foremost newspepers, megezines end periodicels in Grest Britein, the
United Stetes, Commonwerlth end Dominions."

Evidently a very versetile fellow, Stenton Hope, end before we lsove him
I will repeet what wes stated in the jugust 1951 Collcctors!' Digest that some
of his stories were written under the pen nemes, Williem Stanton, Doneld Deen,
tnd Rhode Deen.

Now, whilst Lrnie Carter end Cb. were meeting Stinton Hope, enother
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austrelien chum wrs et work for the good of the cruse, to wit, Jrmes D. lerralls.
He was corresponding with Lewis Jackson, remembered by so mony with affection
e8 the creetor of Leon Kestrel, one of Sexton Blecke's grentest ndverseries,
Jim, you will egree when you heve reed it, collected some really valuable
informetion; you will be surprised to hesr, too, thot he is only fifteen.
This peheps should heve appesred in the Sexton Blaoke section, but rs it is
surely something from inside Fleetwry House I thought it cpproprirte to place
it here. So here it is just as young Jim Merrslls wrote it.

THE STORY OF LEVIS J.ACKSON by Jemes D. Merrells.

Living in & strte of semi-retirement in r smsell Sussex town nesr Newheven
is © men, olmost forgotten now, but who, during the boom period of boys!
periodicals in the years 1915-30, ceptured the imeginsetion of countless boys
throughout the British Empire. He is Jeck Lewis, better known to the legisn
of old boys' paper collectors ss Lewis Jockson. Perheps it is rather mis-
leading to state thet Jackson (I will refer to him as this for the sake of
convenience) is almost forgotten now; he reverled to me that he rarely
received "fan meil" in the doys thet a story of Sexton Bleke was penned by
him almost every week. Perheps the imelgemeted thought thet incressed popu-
larity might induce o contributor to esk for higher rates.

Lewis Jeckson bdegen writing in 1911 es ¢ sub with Hermsworths's he cut
his literery teeth writing short stories snd verse for "Answers". T wonder
how many Blcke authors begem with this journel! Quite o few, I should seay.
He graduated to the comprnion pepere, "Boys' Friend, "Boys' Realm", and
"Boys' Hereld", and to the "Mervel" snd "Pluck Librexy" . Later, & proved
outhor of boys' fiction, he wes #llowed to rscend to the lofty heights of the 3
"Union Jeck". Most of these pepers were under the editorship of W, H., Beck, |
whom Jeckson describes ae "e grend chep". However, this greet Editor, who « |
was responsible for the revival of Sexton Blcke in the "Union Jack", died
eround ebout 1924. After being trken under Beck's wing, the new suthor
echieved quick populerity end wes soon esteblished es o regular chronicler
of the Beker Street detective. This wes no mesn feet becruse he wAs com-
peting egrinet such sessoned vetersns s Willism Murrey Graydon, Alec G.Penrso+
end & host of pthers. Often esrlier stories by popular nuthors of the peet
were re-printed,

Lewis Jackson hes most emphaticelly denied thct he ever used the neme of
H.G.Hi1l in writing for the Union J:ck or any other journel., Thus the mwstery
surrounding U.J, 833, "The Riddle of the Rector's “/ife", remeins unsolved.
This number is edvertised es being by H.G.Hill, yet it has Leon Kestrel =as
Bleke's opponent. Jackson denies ever heving lent the use of Kestrel to ]
enother suthor end seys thet it wes unwritten law emong the authors of Sexton !
Bloke fiction not to use each others' stock charscters. Before he became @
free-lance, Jackson knew Herry Hill es e writer for the "Frmily Journel", He
confirme the theory thet Hill sometimes used the nom-de-plume of Hylton Gregory
when writing boys' storics.

Jockson knew most of the old brigede of Sexton Bleoke writers, ond with |
them hed meny a gey evening, The most memoreble were Mcheel Storm, !
G.Hemilton Teed (who wes o Cenadi:n by birth, had trevelled extensively, and,‘

|
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¢t one time wee : sheep-firmer here in ustrelir), the two Greydons (W.M.Graydor
cnd his son, Robert Murrey), Jock Bobin, Don-1ld Stucrt (who worked in o lsundry
end submitted his first story, when down #md out, in hendwriting on paper torn
from en exercise book), end Wolter Shute (Velter Bdwerds). All these, oles,

are not with us now, but Lewis Jockson still hes some of his old writer friends

with whom to yern -~ Len Prett, the present Editor of the Sexton Blske Libreary L

Anthony Skene, now working es & surveyor in Wales, end writink but little, ¢nd
then not for the /melgemeted Press -~ Lewis Cerlton, Bditor of the "Union Jeck"
and "Boys' Journel" in 1915, who now keeps o small hotel in Devon.

Together with the laote Gwyn Evens, Jeckson has told us the most about the
privete 1life of Sexton Blake. In the Nigel Blrke series which eppecred in
the opening numbers of the "Detective Teekly", meny hitherto unknown facts
ebout his femily szre revesled. Ve sre told of hic father, Berkley Bleke of
Harley Street, even his mother gets » mention, snd, of course, the no good
Nigel, his brother. In the course of relating many Bleke edventures, Jackson
has described much of the interior of the Baker Street house. His merk is
elso stemped upon his "Yard" men, Herker. This gentlemsn is one of the more
bearable of Scotlend Yerd officers, pig-hesded at times, but not as vein es
the self-righteous Venner, nor es bed-tcmpered 28 John Hunter's Pike.

Many series of Blake stories penned by Jeckson cppesred in the "Union Jack
and "Sexton Bloke Librery"; most frmous are the Olge Nesmyth end Leon Kestrel
gseries, The former comprise o series in the true sense of the word... they
8ll eppeared eround the same time end o conclusion wes provided. The Kestrel
series, however, have been terminated temporarily, but have never esctuelly
deen concluded. They probably never will be, for Jackson reveals that the
smelgemated Press, since they heve converted the Sexton Bleke Librery from o
boys' meg. into en sdult whodunnit, do not feel inclined to revive the murky
pest of the peper by reviving e charscter more ot home in the detective ad-
venture etories of the period roughly bounded by the yeers of the reign of
George V. So, it appeers thot Sexton Bloke Librery (3rd scrles) number 65,
which I hove beside me now, provides the swon song of the "master mummer'.

For it hes been suggested to the suthor thot he revive Kestrel in enother
firm's publicetion, but he feels thot the arch-crook would lose most of his
eppeel minus Bleke. Perheps he hed in mind the ghestly feilure of his greet
friend nthony Skene, who tried to resurrect his femous chroracter Monsieur
Zenith, minus Bleke. It is only when he is absent that we cen reelize to the
full the domineting influence of the presence of the Beker Street tec. He
mode the stories whet they were; the subsidiary characters only increesed the
quality of the yerns., Inother suggestion wos thet Jackson should revive
Kestrel in the picture strips currently eppeoring in thc "Knockout" comic.
This would have been the height of degradstion.  The "powers whet be" in the
smalpemoted Press threw out the ides seying thet "he lacks movement and
pictorial quelity".

I em not certein when Leon Kestrel first appeered in. Scxton Bleke fiction,
but my records revesl thet he wes well established by 1915, end in the twenties
with his fentestic Wer Profits Liquidetion Syndicete, he certainly kept Bloke |
occupied. ‘thot with him fighting the Syndicete one week, rmd enother power-
ful body of criminals, the Criminels' confederction the next, the odds were
stacked sgeinst Bleke!  Jackson's own favourite stories were both in the

(101)




Kestrel seriesj; "The Crse of the Coteleptic" ond the "Mist of Sleep". I stoted
rbove that it is not strictly true to cnll the Kestrel stories o series, This
is beccuse it wes spresd over o period of over twenty yeors snd included meny
sub-series snd minor edventures. = The charecters of the Mummer, Lessing,
Berudelaire etc. were @ll Lewis Jeckson's own. They were not even suggested
to him by the Editor ot the time that the first stories were published. The
Amelgemated Press do not own the cherecters, es they do Blouke #nd Tinker.

Lewis Jeckson does little work for the A.P, now, end most of his writing
is confined to women's periodicels.  To cohclude, I would like to quote whet
he hes to sey about the Edwerd Corter affeir, "I cen't understend this. Prett
must have known thet he wes *Tinker Smith'." Why then in S,B.L. (3rd series)
No.206, "The Men Who Left Home", written by Jackson himsclf, does Tinker intro-
duce himseclf as "ir. Certer"? : ;

I must add this last bit, sgein quoting Jeckson: "In my opinion only one
or two of the present writers (like Persons end Tyrer - who is essentially &
women's author) ere worth their selt. To my mind, Blrke end Tinker have
become almost non-existent. I think, too, that the pepcr lost pull when they
out out the esteblished crook. It wes sround the crook that the suthor of
past days bullt up his romentic interest snd geve the story the stemp of his
personality. All this, now, hes gone by the woerrd."

I cen almost heor e spontencous "Heesr, heer" coming from the lips of

ev.ory collector when they reed these words, expressing the view of prncticalxy
all who have en interest in Sexton Blake.

Truly I cen ssy, hets off to Lewle Jackson, onc of the reslly grests on
the honour roll of boys' fiction.

Yes, a8 Jim so truly seys, £11 Blake fens will cordielly endorse Lewis
Jeckson's concluding remerks, ond, in winding up, I myself feel I cen safely |,
say thet steing whet fifteen-yeer old Jim Merralls can do, there will always be
gomeone to work for the hobby which is second to none when some of us have
grown too old to write or heve pessed on

Q. H. Chapman Chate

Now back to old Inglend agein, for 'inside news' from snother prominent
personality, en ertist this time, C. H, Chepmen. .8 readers of the monthly
¢.D, know, thanks to Bob Whiter who found him, members of the London and
Midlend 0.B.B.C's have had the pleesure of meeting him, 'hilst in Birminghem
he was the guest of the Rev. A, G, Pound, =nd Mr. Pound kindly pessed on
several interesting tit-bits of information he wes given. For instance,

Mr. Chepmen said the dee. th of the Megnet come sbout in this wey., The A.P.
lost, through enemy action, one of their own bost's which wes cerrying & huge f
consignment of peper. The paper situction was scute enough at the time; this|
dbrought it to e orisis and the Megnet elong with other pepers hed to go ‘
instently., ‘hen the news wes broken to those intimately conmeoted with the
venereble yet ever young peper, cveryone from the dditor down to the youngest
typist mourned it os they would the pessing of o desr end femiliar friend.

My .Chepmen end other steff members were given six months holidey, but have
never returned to Fleetway House.
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‘ebout ten yeers., He considers he wes the genius of the A.,P., He believes

Vr. Chepmen also seid thet the four chief illustrators of the Gem end
Magnet, himself, Leonard Shields, "arwich Reynolds end R. J, Mecdonald,
worked together ss e heppy team (this, of course, would we after the death of
Clark). Leonard Shields wes the recognised head, and they took & boyish
delight in their work. They often finished off snd touched up each others'
drewings., lir. Chepmen's home was et Reeding where he had & wife and three
sons and three daughters to support, but he went to Fleetwsy House frequently,
steying in London for sbout e month.

He also mede the interesting revelation that in those pre-war days when
one could travel et will, Frenk Richards lived o good deal in the south of
Frence. Quite ofton he would send his menuscript direct to lir. Chapmen with-
out even the editor seeing it, end it wes so cerefully typed that it could be
pessed on to'the printers necding no scrutiny or revision.

tr. Chepmen thinks thet the quality of boys' litersture from 1910 to 1940
wes the west ever. He has & very poor opinion of the stuff produced for
Juveniles today.

He hes boundless edmiretion for Frank Richsords, whom he hes not scen for

thet if he had not become & successful boys!' writer he would probably have been
e parson. ’
] Mr., Chepmen is_himself = k . :
"/arden, and ga still a choristegegtcggfxggggw's, egﬁ?ng?rved Sv0 Fharel
And with that we must say ferewell to Fleetwry House,

’

The ionster Library (Contd. from p. 38)

Nos7. 20.5.26. 'Neath Africen Skies. (Reprint of Nelson Lee Librory, Smell |

Seriecs Nos:- 213, The Schoolboy Adventurers. 214, 'Neath ‘fricen Skies. .

215, Into the Arid Desert. 216, The Tressure of Wl Sofra. 217, The River of '

Fire. 218, Cestawey Ialend. 219, The Prisoners of the Cevern. 220, The Sca

of Doom,

No,8. 19.6.26, St.Frenk's in London. (Reprint of Nelson Lee Librery, Smoll

Sories Nos:- 221, .lexis the Mysterious. 222, The Greet Fire ot St.Frank's.

223, St.Fronk's in London, 224, The Yellow Band. 225, Sir Montie's Ordeal.

226, The lystery of Rced's Whorf. 227, The Heunted School. 228, The Fat Boy ‘

of St.,Frenk's. .

No.9. 19.7.26. The Boy from the Bush. (Reprint of Nelson Lee Librery, Smell

Series Nos:~ 312. The .ustrelirn "onder., 313, The Golden Image. 314, The Demon

Cricketer. 315, The lystery lMen of the Host. 316, Thc lntch of Destiny. i

317, The Feteful Fifteenth. 318, The Brend of the Twin Sters. 319, The |
|
|

Test-letch Triumph.

No,10. 20.8.26, The Spendthrift of St.Frenk's. (Reprint of Nelson Lee Librory
Smell Scries Nos:-240. The Spendthrift of St.Fronk's. 241, On the Dommward
Grede. 242, The “aster's Progress. 243, Singleton in London., 244. Deeper in the
lidre. 245, Up /geinst the Herd. 246, Singleton's Rivel School. 247, Trking the
Plunge. 248, On His Uppers. 249, A Lesson Well Learnt.

Noells 20,9.26. The Brrring-Out ot St.Frank's. (Reprint of Nelson Lee ILibrery,
Smnll Series Nos:- 229, Beck t0 the 0ld School. 230, The Seck for Nelson Lee.
231, The Tyrent's Understudy. 232, The St.Frenk's Rebellion. 233, Borring-Out ;
the Bully. 234, The Siege of the "est V/ing. 235, Victory for the Rebels, '
236, Exit the Tyrent. (Contd. on p.89 )
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St. FrasJdes Reprinks in the “Sckoolbgyf Pocket &b“f};

reborn a8 1t weres

MocClure hed been,
a8 the S.,P.L.

House School,

St .J'renks

Dick Hrmilton (Nipper)
1d.0Oswald Hendforth
Church & MacClure
Archie Glenthorne
Vivien Travers :
Wrtson & Tregellis '/e

Regglie Pitt
Jock Grey 'y
Tom Burton
Bernard Forrest
Jlerrel & Merriot
Teddy Long
Arthur Hubberd
Jimmy Potts

K K. Perkington
Buster Boots
Castleton twins
Willy Hendforth
Fullerton
Chubby Heeth
Juicy Lemon
Simon Kenmore
Cuthbert Choubers
Fenton (6th)

Wm, Nep. Browne

R

st

By J. R. Cook

During the wer yérrs lir. E, S, Brooks wrote certain number of school
yarns for the publishing firm of G. G, Swen Ltd,
these trles were besed on his esrlier St.Frenks series.
him a2 free hond, end the result wes en interesting new series - St.Fronks was
though it became two schools:

* The former femous cherrcters reeppesred in new guise but with the seme
predominant cherectert troits es of yore.
owstinste, ram-heeded youth with untidy hedr.
Goodmen, in other words our old friend Edwerd Osweld Handforth.
two study metes were Dovis and Hunt - ond just as long-suffering es Church end
For economy let us refer to the Schoolboys' Pocket Lib.
In No,1 of the S,P.L. "The Rivel Schools", we found rivelry
between Whitelends end Greendale - Greendgle being the equivelent of the River

Instead of Heal Brewster ¢nd Co. we find Roddy Mitchell end Co.
To resist the student of reprinte the following lists will prove of great veluey
for instence, Hendforth wecome Goodmen of Whitel:nds,

"Thitelends

Dick Sylvester
gtenley Horctio Goodmnn
Bob Devis & Ch.Hunt
(Kenneth Pyne) see
(Kenneth Pyne) notes.
Tim Charters &
17111 Osborme
Reg. G. Fortescuse
Pet Werren
Tom Pettit
Hugh Deveraux
Cleude Hepworth
Enoch "iicks
Osweld Crocker
Sem Kennedy
Don Cummings (S)
Morgen
Semmy Holt
Bart Chignall
Stink Ryder
Freddy ‘Weever
Cersteirs
Cerlton
Devid Beker
A.l an 'Y 1lkin8

He hes already told us thet

Whitelends end ‘Jestchester.

At Whitelends we found o certain
He wes nemed Stenley Horetio

Bill Smith

S5ten Wilson

The Editor hed given

Goodmen's

‘lestchester

Dick Appleton
Pills Beechem
Jim Denton & Ken Jones
Sofs Dovenport

Freddie Wood
Jim Benson
Tom Hexrdy
Innes

Albert (Spongy) Briggs

5 Aot 1

Peter, Phil Truwscott.
Andy MecTevish
Clerence Ibbott
Chris Teters

Micky Foot

Osweld Blcre

Tdger Innes

Anthony Turner
Nicholson

(104)



St Franks

Horace Stevens

Mr. Suncliffe (3rd)
Mr. Pyecraft

Mr. Crowell

Dr. Brett

Dr. Stafford
Nelson Lee

P.C. Sperrow

Yhitelands

Len Bredford

Mr. Mottram

Mr. Adem Selby

Mr. Mickie

Dr. fpplejohn

Dr. John Chesterton
Mr. Mortimer

Westchester
Draycott

¥r. Enoch Carpenter

Dr. Noel Goodger
Dr. Woodbridge

Mr. Gilbert Marlowe
P.C. Whiffen

River Houge School

Hel Brewster
Geo. Glynne
Deve Ascott
Leighton
Kingswood

Hon. LJDe Vere Wellborne
" Bertram Carstairs

Hewke & Brampton
Cyril Greham

lir. Wregg

Mr. Marshall

7 of ale

Roddy Mitchell
Simmons

Ellde

Verner
Tunstell
Geoffrey Drake
Horace Ellwood
Ditchling & Lockley
Denis Langley
Mr. Scelesby
Mr. Fletcher

Fernley

bkt ol

Before we go on to the list of reprints of the old yarns, a few words on
the various churacters and their character traits are necessary. e find
here and there what is termed in writing jargon es a composite charecter -
eand in some cases even a composite plot! In some of the reprints we find
two characters teldng the place of one of the former St.Ffranks personalities,

For instsonce, instead of populer Dr. Brett, friend of Nelson Lee, at
‘hitelands the rewere two doctors - Dr. lipplejohn and Dr. Gellowey, The charec+
terization wos identical with the former Dr. Brett.

Then too, some stories bear the imprint of not one former favourite but
of two or even three, I found, after reeding #nd re~reeding over o long
period thet I could fit a Thitelends or Westchoster tale to & number of former
Lee stories., We will come to this aspect in the story onalysis that follows.
I heve given, &8s ncer as possible, the Lee tale or toles with the almost
identicel hitelends/Westchester story. These are in rotation from No.l of
the Schoolboys' Pocket Library es published by G.G, Swen, Ltd., i

Returning to characterizetion, the S,P.IL. characters were rether sketchy
a8 compared with the clesr eut personelities of yesteryeer - therc was only !
one Hendforthy his modern counterparts, Goodmen of Vhitelends and Pills !
Beecham of Testchester were poor imitetions. !

We must not wlame Mr. Brooks for this, as the modern trend is for con- {
stent action; the cheractor once sketched in remeins thus for the full length |
|
l
I
i
|
|

of the tele, In the 0ld days en euthor could dwell on his charecters, repeat
their little idiosyncresies, their anpearance, thoir hebits, their reactions
in full. Todey, owing to the severe peper shortege, he has to dut dovm to a
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minimum, What took 3-4,000 words to sey, has now to be said in less than
haelf this number of words. FEconomy!

Some oritics have pointed out that the S.,P.L, stories were approximately
4 ; 29,000 words in length as compared with the former Lee teles of 25,000
words.,

Here enters the true skill of a good suthor, for Mr. Brooks, by adding
exoiting incidents from other Btories - incorporeting as it were - made the
new tales longer and every bit es exciting es the former ones., Thorc is no

padding in the new storiesj the old tales suffered from this defect (especially

o

the 014 series Lees).

Mr. Brooks himself hes seid thatthese new stories are better - I sgrce,
they are!l (Now I cen expect & storm of protest from ardent Leeitess but if
one cen put sentimental nostalgie behind for e while and regerd the matter in
a purely enelyticel fashion, we will find the statement to be correct.)

e must bear in mind the remerks sbove - the peper shortege end the direct
necessity for cutting down.

The numbcr of characters in the new teles were less than of those at
St.Frenks. We used to rcad a story containing as meny as twenty characters
or more - & modern story would contein only a dozen, perheps less,

That is why, perhaps, we find Kenneth Pyne of "'hitelsnds teking the place |

of woth Vivien Travers and Archie Glenthornme.  Kenneth Pyne is therefore a
oomposite character. He displeys the cherscterization of both Travers end
Glenthorne.

=3

A brief account of the setting of the two new schools mey bo helpful.
Studies st both schools wore numbered, though I could place few juniors in
their right studies. At Whitelends there are two houses: IMortimor's House |
end Selby's House. The old, femiliar mention of spots like West Arch, Test |
Squere, the Triangle are missing. Instead of Bemnington we proceed fo Green-
dale St.Mary, and the local school is Grgendele, the modern cquivalent of the |
River House School

Westchester is even more bare of setting and descriontion of such is very \
limited. Therec is a North House and & South House &nd there is mention of & |
"dignified old quedrangle". Locel village is Frome Mallet, end the rivel ’
schools mentioned are Fernley end Mershem - though these are but nimess; no |
characters from these schools center into the tales,

There are, up to time of writing 25 S.P.L. published. Of these 18 were
the work of E, S, Brooks and the others by various writers. Mr. Brooks wrote |
under the pen names of Regineld Browne (Whitelends) and Edwerd Thornton I
(Westchester). There were 10 Whitelends stories znd 8 "ostchester,

Now I must mention the full length novels, three of which were of Thite- |
lends &and only one of Westchester. Herc ere the deteils: !

"The School in Spec.". This is not strictly e school tazle, as the ,
Whitelends juniors Jjourney by spece eirship to Venus. Reonrinted from the
serial "Th. Plenet Schoolboys'" which ren in the Boys' Magezine during 1927.
(Though those schoolboys came from Cestleton School; the cherecterisetion
follows in the same old style. One, George Frecmen is our old friend, 1
Hondforth thinly disguised. It would teke e whole erticle to describe in
detail this tale and its cheracters. ;




"The Rotters of Whitelands." Obviously from the Boys' Friend Librery
435, 2nd series, (1934).

"Fortescue of the 4th." - Frem » Boys' Resln series in 1921,

"Whoopee at liestchester." - similer to the coming of Mr. Allington "ilkes
to St.Frenks, No.30 New series, 1930. Also quite a desh of the
Dr. Scattlebury series Nos., T71-72-73. New series, 1931.

List of Reprints
SPels ’
No.l. "The Rivel Schools", rcprinted from "The River House Reiders".
Vo.124 New series, 1928.
No.2. "Schoolboy Home Guard" - "Mystery of the Poisoned River“.
New series 102, 1928,
No.3. "Ghost of Whitelends" - "Mystery of the Monestery Ruins”.
. New series No.60, 1931.
No.4. "Bill Smith of "Wecstohester" - "Faked lividence".
"0ld series No.209, 1919.
No.5. "Rotters of Greendale" - "Capper's Captured Copd".
New series 59, 1931.
also - "Hoaxing the Heed" New series 27, 1930.
No.6. "The Frefects' Predicement" - "Mystery of the Blue Grey Cer'.
’ 0ld series No.208, 1919,
No.7. "The Trepped Schoolboys" - "Honours Tiven" ,
: : New series 12T, 1928,
No.8s "The Schoolboy Racketeer" -~ " U,S.Adems series Nos. 95-96-97, 1931,
No.9. "Mcnkey Business at Whitelsnds" -~ "Monkey Busincsss at St.Fren
125, 1928, "All his own fault" 103, 1928. "The St.Frenks Mensgerie",
N0.158, 1929. "The Fighting Form at St.Frenks", S.0.L. No.4.
No.10. "Schoolboy with e Bankroll" - "Buyinz the Remove"., S.0, L. W0.54.
No.ll., "The Snowed up Schoolboys" - "The Fidnapped Schoolboys".
' New Series No,165, 1929.
No.12., "Iittle Tough Guys of "Vestchester" - "The Fighting Fegs".
New series No.55, 1931.
No.13. "Comicel Coon et St.Barts" by Burleigh Cerew (not » reprint).
This is & t:le which has a strange flavour of Greyfriars!
Noel4. "Schoolboys All at Sea'" - "All Abegrd for the Skylark'.
Wew series No.,108, '"Crusoe of Surf Island", B.F.Lidb. No.451.
"Phentom Island" B.F.Lib. No.709. (Leter reprinted es: - "The St.Franks
Castaways". B,F,Lib. No.447. A
No.15. "Osborn Ninimus, pPrivete Detective" by . Mertin.
Not & reprint. T/ork of enother suthor.
No,16. "Thc Aunt from Ber-Z." - "My Only Seinted Aunt",
New series No.1l26, 1928. "Archie's Awful Aunt". No.31l, 1930.
No.17. "The New Boy at estchester" - Cestleton series 1927.
eleo similer - B.F,.Libs. Nos., 615 -~ 619, "Imposter of the 4th" and
"Phe League of Bullics", seme theme of twins chenging pleces.,
No.18. "Snob of the 5th" - this is the only story I cennot trece. It appesrs
to be originel ss no story of car wrecking eppeered in eny Iee - not to my
knowledge, but perhaps the rcader cen place it?
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No.19, "Smith Minor on the Moon" by P. Hardy. Not & renrint,
No.20. "The Ghost Boat" by D, Ellison. Not & reprint.
No+21l+ "The Borrowed Caraven" by %, L. Peppercorn. Not & reprint.
No.22. "Vally Devenport's Dizzy Blonde" - "K.K's Sccret".

New -series No. 33, 1930.
No.23. "Mr. Fix-It of the 4th" - "K.K's Kompeny". New series No.35, 1930.
No,24. "Blackbird's Nest" by L. J.Newmen. Not a reprint.

Finally we come to the "shorts". There were few of these and they were
published in & scperete Swen publicetion: Schoolboys' Short Stories. There
was & 1t - 2nd - and 3rd Collection.

In the 2nd C llection we find the following:

"Bill Siith's Birthday" by 7d. Thornton. ‘e trece this to: "Sefety Lost'.
New series No.40, 1930, '

Jrd Collection has this tele  "0ld Motty Sces Red" froms "The Jozz
Jepers". New series No.18, 1930.

This practically completes this survey of the St.Frenks reprints in the
S.P.L. There were other shorts of Whitelends &nd "/estchester which appeered
in Schoolboys Annuel, Screamble Annuel and the peper back Scramblc. One of
these, Scramble No.47 conteins "The Kidnepped Professor" by Reg. Browme, dbut
this is not & school tale or even the faintest reprint.

Why doesn't Mr. Brooks write more of Whitelands and "/estchester? Better
still, why not & full length St.Frenke? (Do I hear a storm of cheering?)

Well, Mr, Brooks - how about it? I know that dere-devil Norman Conquest

and old Ironsides take up the entire field, but if ever there should be a
breathing sp.ce - think of dear old St.Frﬂnks - and think of o1l we old'uns
patiently weiting -~ ah, me - ,

ESPLCTALLY REQUIRED - - p

'Union Jack' - Nos. 485, 488, 507, 509, 512, 518, 526, 529, 558, 591, 614,
631, 633, 639, TOl.
1007, 1019, 1025, 1130, 1152.

'‘Sexton Bleke Librery' (First Series) Nos. 219, 229, 233, 325.

'‘Detective Weekly' - Nos. 351, 354, 362, 366, 371.

'Boys!' Journal' - October to December 1914.

'Pluck! for 1915.

Herry Homer, Yulden Ferm, Heathfield, East Sussex.

WANTED: .ldine Turpins, &nd Black Bess, Boys' Comic Lib. Kettle series,
Diemond Iib., Nugget Lib., Peter Flint Series, Boys' Friend 3d.

Caleroft end Ferrars Lord Stories. Lot-o-Fun, For Disposel, Boys Own Lib.3
W. Clough; 3 Fonthill Grove, Sale, Manchester.

L. TICULLRLY "I.LNTED
Any copies of Lot-o-Fun in the first hundred published by James Henderson.
Magnet 279, 280, 281, 282, 293 294, 297, 299, Gem 641.

\
]
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The Collectors’ Whos Who

Compiled by Herbert Leckenby

More new nemes in this "must be in" feature, once more quite a few from
distont lends. = There wes one, however, which to our very deep regret we hed
to withdrew just es we were prepering for press, that of one who hed pleyed no
smell pert in previous "Vho's "/hos" - the late John Mederaft. The list does
not eppeer quite the seme with his neme omitted.

A8 usuol collectors' fevourites eppeer in order of preferaence.

The 0ld Boys' Book Clubs grow end sre now indiceted thus: London (L);
Northern (N); Midlend (M); Merseyside, Liverpool (Mer.); Melbourne,
Lustrelio (Mel,).

Here are the Groups:

l. Victorien Pepers.

2, Derly 20th Century.

3, Aldines.

4, Cecptein, Boys' Own Poper, Chums end similor pepers.

5, "Hemilton" Pepers, (#) Megnet, (b) Gem, 20; Penny Populer,
(d) Schoolboys' Own, (e) Holidey ’‘nnuel.

6, Sexton Bleke. (a) Union Jock; (b) Sexton Bleke Librery;

(c) Detective Teekly.

T, (&) Nelson Lee Librery; (b) Monster Librery.

8, Between Two Wers (Champion, Thriller, Renger, etc.

9, Comics. :

10, Schoolgirls' Own, School Friend, Schoolgirls' VWeekly, etc.

% Denotes Collector's first eppeerence in Who's 'ho.

¥ LDDISON, JOHN R. , 319 Long Lenc, Best Finchley, London, N.2. (L)

Group 5.
ADSLEY, G. R., 17 .bergexrw Roed, Brynmenyn, Nr. Bridgend, Glom,
Lge 28, Group (») (b)

180 deals in all types of books.

ADLEY , DEREK JOHN, 19 Breithweite Cerdens, Stonmore, Middlesex.
dge 24 Groups 5(e) ?bg; 7(a)s 5(e) () (e)
6(v) (e) (e); T(v); 23 33 8; 10,
Would 1like to correspond with enyone who can help in compiling lists of the
scaroer pepers: Chuckles, Venguard, Dreadnought, Boys' Herald.

ALLEN, LEONARD N., 3 Montgomery Drive, Sheffield, 7. (N)
Age 45. : Groups 43 T(a); 6(e); 9; 2.
Occupation: Civil Servent.
Interested to learn of eny comiocs, Nelson Lee, old series, »nd Chums for sele.

4LLISON, GERLID, 7 Summerfield Gerdens, Bremley, Loeds. (N)
Age 46, Groups 5(b) (o) (d);
- 2 (Young Folks Tales) 9 (Lot o'Fun)

Occupetion: Buyer, "iool Trede. (Librerian Worthern Section 0.B.B.C.)
Requeste enyone with surplus books to sell them to the Library. It would be
doing the hobby » good turn.
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ANDERSON, L. Tey 51 Holmewood Gerdens, Brixton Hill, London, S.W.2.
ige 40. Group 5 (211)

% JRMIT.GE, S. F., 8 The Orcherd, Ossett, Yorkshire, (W)
Group 5 (a) (b)

LUCILIND, CHARLES K., 67 Hemsworth Road, Sheffield, .8.

Groups 7 (2); 5(e) (v) (e). (W)
Anxious to obtain Christmes number of Megnet "Four From the Eest" and
"The House on the Heath". ‘Also Nelson Lee No.499 "The Secret of the Penel".
Possesses every Christmes number of the Megnet snd Gem from 1926 to the end.
Also Nelson Lee Christmes numbers for 1919-20-21-24-27-268-29-32.
Collects English coins, end cigerette cerds desling with boxing end cricket.

% BLKER, NTHONY P, Christ Church Vicerage, St..lbans Road, High Barnet, Herts
Age 13. Groups 5(e) (e) (b)

OQur youngest member. '/as introduced to Greyfriers when hie father, who was en

old Megnet fan, bought him "Billy Bunter of Greyfrisrs School, snd to St.Jims

hy his mother, en old Gem reader. ' Started collecting Megnete &nd Gems Feb.

1951 @2nd thanks to the &id of C.D. reeders has over 100 Msgnets, e few Gems,

ond four Holidey .nnuals.,

B.uFR, CH.RLES. 7 Merine Terroce, Waterloo Port, Ceernarvon.

Groups 5 (e11); 6 (8ll); 35 2.
Anxious to obtein Boys' Friend 3d Librories, Boys' Herslds, Reolms, "Red"
Megnets, Gems 148-1543 334-3363 351-3533 355, 363, 364 end 393.

% BANKS, CYRIL. 42 Rose Terrocce, Celton Strect, Huddersfield, Yorkshire.

ige 42 Groups 7(a); 5(2) (b) (e); 10. (N)
Only been collecting e few months., His & few Megnets end Gems, and 37 Nelson
Lees., Tjould like more, @&lso & few Populars. ..1so School Friends for wife
end deughter, both keen fens of Bessie and Billy.

Finde the hobby most fescinating and the Club meetings extremely enjoyable+

B.RTLEET, C.J. 20 Broomnfield Road, Beckenhem, [{ent.
Age 20. Group 5 (all)

BARTLETT, HENRY J. H., Shipton Gorge, Bridport, Dorset.
| “Group 23 5(a) (b) (d) (e)
Urgently requires Vol.l Dreadnought.
BE.RDSELL, FREDERICK CLIFFORD. "Plymstock", Ross .\venue, Davenport, Stockport,

“ge 47 droups 5(a) () (o) ¢y rioo Oewiras
Occupation - Master '/indow Cleener.
BENNETT, R.YMOND V. 64 Dudley Road, Tipton, Steff.
-ge 35. Groups 9(e)y 7(e)s 6(b); 5(b). (L) ()
BENTLEY , J. BREEZE. 4 Grenfell Drive, Bredford Moor, Brendford, Yorkshire. (I)
Group 5(c) (b) (d) Hamilton stories only.

Collection now consists of over 1450 Mognets (including run 932-1683;
Gems 450 (nesrly ell numbers over 1200); S.0.L's over 200.
No.l Megnet. No.l S8.0.L.
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BLIGHT, EDWARD. "Ssndhills", Constentine Bay, St.Marryn, Padstow, Cornwell. (L)
~8e 51. “ Groups 6(2) 5(2) (v) (c)
Retired Engineer. 8 (Thriller); 6(c)s 7(a)s
35 6(b)s 7(b)
Collection includes Cheer Boys Cheer, Boys' Journal, Wild "est, Complete issues.

BLUNDEN, ANTHONY. 43 ilnfield Avenue, Teddington, Middlesex. (L)
age 16. Group 5 (211); T7(b) (2)

BLYTHE, ROBERT. 64 Carleton Rosd, Hollowey, London, N.7. (L)
Age 36. Group 73 5(o)

BOL.ND, JOBN ... College Historicel Society, Trinity College, Dublin University.
lLge 20, Groups 5(2) (b) (L)

Interest in the hobby hes been somewhat submerged for the pest year due to
sctivities in other spheres. Iﬁegfnsequence collection hes rcmeined static.

BOND, HERBERT MAURICE. 10 Erw/Rhiwbine, Cerdiff.

ige 39 Group 6 (#11)
BOTTOMLEY , FRED 4. 48 Downhills Perk Road, Tottenhem, London, N.1l7.
Age 44. Group 5(211); 7(a) (v)s 6(211)
BR,.:DSHA}:V ’ ‘7 . H. 5644 N . Oﬁkley avenue ) Chioago ’ 18 ’ Ill LXK} U.s .:'Lo
. Group 6 (ell)
BRANDON, . LESLIE. 63 Thoresby Street, Hull. (L)

Group 5(e) (c)
BRETHERTON, T.P. Heskin, Nr. Chorley, Lencs.
| Gronas £, 13 . 9,
BRCWN, RAYMOND B. 54 Longreach Road, Dovecot, Liverpool 14. (L)Mer.)
rge 24. Groups 5(all); 6(b)(a)(e)
7(v) (2); 8.
BURROW, RONAID. 1 Albert Square, Yesdon, Leeds.
Age 40. Groups T(2); 83 5(b)
Went® Nelson Lee (old series) 173 303 783 1073 114. Boys' Friemd Lib. (0ld
| series) 514. Schoolboys' Own Lib. 43 1203 Gem 1023, 1024.

! CALDWELL, RLYMOND L., P.0O. Box 515, Lancaster, Pa., U.S...

Lge 5T. ' Groups 13 2; 33 6.
CARTER, ERNEST CH.RLES. 2 Cooper Street,y Wingsford, N.S.W., .wustralia.
Age 40. Groups 7(2) (b)s 5(a); 6(a) (b)s 5(b).

Occupetion, Clerk, Telephone liccounts, G.P.O.
Has over 600 Nelson Lees, bound in series. Urgently wented yeers 1915, 1917.
Collection elso includes 17 lMonster Libraries and 200 Megnets.
Wishes to obtain pink Union Jaecks snd Sexton Bloke Libreries, first secries.

CASE, FRAMCIS. 4 Dee Street, Liverpool, 6. (N WMer.)
inxious to obtain pre-wer comics, particulerly Lot o'Funs, condition unimportent
if resdable. Yould be plessed to hear from others interested in ebove.

Replies assured.
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= CHLMBERS, '/, B, 83 Orme Road, Beangor, North Wales.
Age 33. Groups 1; 43 5(ell); 6 (b) (o)s
7(e); 8 (Modern Boy)
Started re-collecting in 1948. Hes over 100 S.B.L's; 120 Detective eekliess
120 Megnets; 60 Gems, end & considerable voried collection of Victorien end
early 20th century pepers. Also many round about 1948, Hotspurs, Adventures,
etc, Considers it the best of 211 hobbies.

CHECKLEY, PETER J., 18 Terleton Roed, Coundon, Coventry.
Age 17. Groupe 8 (Bullseye, Surprise)y 5(b) (d) (2);
6(e)s 7(e)
Ocoupation: Printer's epprentice.
Urgently required: Any copies "Fun and Fiction"; "Firefly"; "Surprise"j
"Bullseyes"y "Scoopse'; snd "Wild West Weekly".

CHILD, ... C.,, 64 Gilbertstone Avenue, Birminghom, 26,

Group T.
% CHURCHILL, CHARLES H., "Highfield", 123 Pinhoe Road, Exeter, Devon.
Age 42. Groups. 7(e) (b); 6(e).

Collection consists of sbout 300 Nelson Lees, Monsters end S.0.L. St.Franks
stories, Included are 45 of the first 50 Nelson Lee, old series, one being
the very scerce No.l, "Mystery of Limehouse Reeach"., Collection is very thin
between No's 60 snd 166, so would be grateful of emy help. Perticularly
required, 186, 229, snd 232.

Vast mrjority of collection wes bought et time of publication, end
retained since. Hes often been cheffed for keeping them, but considers he
hes now the last laugh!

CLOUGH, W, H.y 3 Fonthill Grove, Sale, Menchester.
Age 50. Groups 33 23 4 (Ceptein)y 6(e)3 9. .

% COATES, VERA, 33 Blenheim Place, Blackmen Lene, Leeds, 2. (W)
Groups 103 5(e)s 6(a); 7(e).
Collection consists of about 100 Schoolgirls' Owns, 5 Annuels, & few Megnets,
Union Jacks, and Nelson Lees.
Anxious to obtain information sbout Merjorie Stenton, end keen to add
further copies to collection of Schoolgirls' Own.

COLCOMBE, WILLIAM HENRY, 256 South Avenue, Southend-on-See, Essex.,
ige 29 Groups 6(b) (a) (c); 5(a) (a)
COOK, JACK, 178 Meria Street, Benwell, Newcestle-on-Tyme.
Groups 7(2) (b); 5(a) (a) (v)s 6(a) ()

Still needs ocertain Lees #nd S,0,L's. 0All letters welcemed and sure of a
reply. TYould welcome odd copies of various comics - Lot O'Fun, Butterfly,
Firefly, Playtime, etec.

COOK, JLMES W., 4 Swenston Path, Oxhey Estate, Wetford, Herts.

ige 43. Groups 73 5(a) (e¢)
COOK, RON.LLD, 30 Imcien Roed, Tooting Bec, London, S.7.17.
Lige 29 Groups 5 (211); - 8 (Ranger)

Collection now consists of 736 Megnets, 36 Gems, 62 S.0.Ls and 3 Holiday Annuals.
Rgguéiea Rang;gs 1 and 29-47. Populers 226-8 Megnets 895,6896,6900, ggg,ggg—géeo
= -9 9 4, 946-50, 952-7, 959. 960, 962-3, e

9%3827%35¢: 88779380, ??55 |

4, 917
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CORBETT, JACK, 49 Glyn Ferm Road, Quinton, Birminghem, 3, (M)
Group 5 (211)
Requires urgently & few #4d. end 1d., Megnets end Gems.
Chairmen of Midlend 0,B.B.C. As & link between mcetings hes o monthly
circular - either o suitedle erticle, poem or "newsy" items.

COX, EDWARD D., 29 Carisbrooke Drive, Bitterne, Southempton. (1)
ige 23 Groups 5(e2) (b) (a) (e)s 95 103
6 (e11)5 7(e) (b).
Collection at present consists of 710 Megnets, 130 Gems, 100 S.0.Ls, 8 Holidey
Annuels, 500 Comics, and 300 "oddments".
Following Mngnet numbers urgently required: 994, 995, 998-1000; 1006,
1007, 1009, 1013, 1024, 1030, 1146, 1148, 1157-1159, 1266, 1270.

CROLLIE, RONAID, 8 Lytton Road, Romford, Essex. (L)
Lge 23 Groups 5(a) (b) (d); 7(e); 5(e).

DALINES, COLIN, 209 Mile X Lene, Norwich, Norfolk.
Lge 41. Groups 73 5(e) (b).

DARWIN, WILFRED, 76 ‘Jestern Road, Bost Dene, Rotherhem, Yorkshire.
Oceupetion: Gerdener. Groups 6(a); 8 (Hulton's Boys' Mageszine.
Wishes to obtein seny early coloured covers of The Threc Musketoors.,

% DAVEY, E.J., 26 Bourton Roed, Olton, Birminghem, 27. (M)
Group 5 (&). .

Snys his wife and son (16) ere both ardent Megnet fens, end derive greet

enjoyment from the 170 copies he possesses.

% D.VIES, GRAHAM C., 54 Newton Roed, Mumbles, Swensea.

Age 32 Group 6 (211)
Possessed & large collection of Sexton Blokes, Union Jocks snd Dixon Hewkes
which were unfortunately lost during the wer. Anxious to obtein S.B.L's 1930-
1938, end Dixon Hewke Librerics.

DEASEY, JAMES C., 11 Sallymount Gerdens, Renelagh, Dublin, Irelend.
«ge 19 Groups 5(a) (b)
Occupbtion: Clerk in Air Lingus. ;
Possgsses 200 Megnete and Gems. .lso interested in Mecceno Vegosine
(but not in Mececeno).

DOBSON, TOM 4., 30 McLeen ivenue, Bentleigh. Melbourne, Viectoris, Australie.
Lge 46. "Phone XU 2429.
Occupation, Postel Employee. Groups 5(a) (») (a) (e) (e¢).
Regerds Nos. 200-400 the best periocd of the Magnet end Gem. Best charsoters,
Vernon Smith end Talbot. Best Megnet, No, 239, "The Hidden Horrow".

DOLPHIN, REX C., 13 Meadow Vay, Hyde Heath, Amersham, Bucks.

Age 36. Groups 6 (c¢) (b) (a).
DOVLER, HARRY, 86 Hemilton Rood, Longsight, Manchester, 13.
Age 61, Groups 2; 4.

Oecupation: Commercisl snd Shorthend Teecher.
Is & Sherlock Holmes fan, keen sctive eyclist and bowler. Sports enthusiest,
especielly track cycling and athletics. Kecenly interested in films, the
stoge end acting in genersal.
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DOW, JAMES, Junr., 73 King Street, Aberdeen.
Age 37 Groups 5(e); T3 5(c) (b).
DRYDEN, WHEELELR, Box 2647, Hollywood 28, Caelifornis, U.S.A.
' Group 5 (ell)
EDGLEY, BRIAN R., 9 Southway, Cershalton Beeches, Surrey.
Age 17 Group 5(b)

Requires S.B.L's (3rd series). Pen friends invited, Is also interested
in films and horses (rscing).

GAN, BERNARD, 1 Dartmouth Terrace, Renelegh, Dublin, Fire.
Age 29 » Groups 5283 (bz gd); 6(a)s 5(c) (e)s
6(c)y T(a).
Megnets wanted 1332, 1285-1296, 1177-1185, 1373, 1375, 1378, 1298, 1299, 1304,
1305, 1245, 1247, 1214, 1216, 1217, 1383-1389. Would exchenge for Gems,

910
IVERETT, C.A., P.O. Box T, Brinkworth, Austrelis.

Age 36 Group 5(e) (v) (a) (e).
¥ FARISH, ROBIRT, 24 English Street, Longtowm, Cumberlsand.
Age 50 Group 5(a) (b) (a) (c) (e)

Has & few favourites, cerefully saved, some since 1915. These include

Gems, 375, 393, 407, B.F.L's lst series, 383, 509, 517, S.i.L's 2, 8, 14, 22,
Holidey Annuals 1920, 1921. Wented: Early Telbot Gems at reasonsble prices.
Is a Member of the Infantile Parslysis Fellowship; Member of the Lakeland
Dialect.Society snd Chairmen of Longtown Branch of Toc H.

FAYNE, ERIC, The Modern School, Grove Road, Surbiton, Surrey. (L)
Groups 5(211); 63 8. -

FENNELL, HUGH W., 4 Dixon Road, South Norwood, London, S.E.25.

Groups l; 2; 3; and all others. >
Wents "Wild Boys of London", "Scoops", FFrank Reades", Ffantasy and Science
Fiction. Sherlock Holmes and detective first editions. 0dd numbers
"Skeleton Horseman" and "Boy Detective". Out of the wsy books.

FENN, WILLL.M.H., P,O. Box 127, iuckland, C.I., New Zeelend, (L)
sge 49 Groups 13 9.

% FL.IM.N, Hylton, 8 Leinster Squere, ILondon, W.2. ' (L)
Occupetion, lActor. Groups T(a) (v); 5(e)

FLINDERS, Lvelyn B. (Miss), "Roseview", Gosmore Road, Nr.Hitchin, Herts. (L)
Group 5(b) () (a) (e)
FORD, Derek, 42 Wesi Bond Street, Macclesfield. Cheshire.
Group 6 (all)
Still seeking "Detective Weeklies" 219, 223 and 319 to complete collection.
List S.B.L. and Union Jack wents sent to those interested.

2 FULLER, George W., 10 Court Close, Patchem, Brighton, 6. (L)
hge 17. Group 5 (all)
Occupation: Cerpet Selesmen. _
Is interested in old boys' books generelly but particularly the Hamilton group.
Is anxious to ebtein Magnets end Gems prior to 1920.
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GANDER, WILLI.M HENRY, P.O. Box 60, Trenscone, Menitobe, Ceanedea. (r)

.8e 53 Groups 5(a); 2.
Still requires & few Megnets to complete set. ..1so various Boys' Fricnds,

G'RR.IT, .NTHONY WFITAK'R, 275 Chester Roed, Little Sutton, Warrall, Cheshire.

.ge 30 Group 5(a) (e) (a)

GEAL, JOHN W., 277 Kings Road, [ingston-on-Themes, Surrey. (n)
Lige 30 Groups 5(e); 8 (Modern Boy)l 5(b) (e)
Occupetions 7(2)1 6(v).

Scientific Instrument Meker.
Perticularly wents '"iodern Boy" and Boys' Friend Libreries with Captein Justice
yerns.  .1so "Scoops" (Science fiction 2d. 1934).

GIL&S, F. VICTOR, 6 St.Paul's Roed, Barking, Hssex.

Group 5
GOCHER, JOHN WOODW.ARD, Constitution Hill, Sudbury, Suffolk.
Age 30 Groups 83 6(all); 5(ell); 4: 3; 2:
Occupotion: Ironmonger, 93108 173

Interested in Sexton Blakes by John Hunter, Thrillecrs (eSpecially by Murdock
Duncen) end Triumphs (Oct. 1937 to end). Also Triumphs containing scriels by
Herbert Mecree, Wonted: Boys' Wonder Libs., Triumph, Thrillers snd Champions.

GODSAVE, RTUBEN J'MES, 35 Woodhofise Roed, Leytonstone, London, E,11. (L)

.ge 41, Groups 7(e) (b)s 5(a).
GOODHZ D, W. H.y 50 Porter Rosd, Derby. (L)
Lge 36 Groups 5(e) (d); 6(a).

Ié enxious to ovtein Union Jeacks feeturing the Criminols Confederetion or the
Mester Brooks Messenger,

GR..INGYER, GEORGT Py alexandre Rord, Paynters ILene Tind, Redruth, Cornwall.
Groups 13 2; 3; 41 6(a).

Speciel Wents: 2d .1dine Detective Librery Nos. 10, 17, 18, .ldine Tip Top

Librery Nos. 9, 11, 25, 55, 59. .ldine 1d. First Rete ILibrery, Nos. 34, 35.

Aldine O'er Land end See Librery, Nos. 1, 2, 4. Union Jack 1d. 611, 613, |

- % GREGORY, NORM N, 6 Metficld Croft, Herbourne, Birminghem, 17, (M)

G 5(e) (b); 6(2); 43 35 8
e sga; oA iR
Occupation: 6(v); 13 25 6(c).

Professionel .ccountent snd Auditor.
Has been colleccting ebout o yeer end elready possesses 250 Nelson Lees,
125 Megnets, 100 Gems, 40 Union Jocks, and odd numbers of Populers, Thrillers,
Venguerds, etc. Is very keen on the hobby end in meking Midlend Club the
best in the country. i

¥ GRIFFITHS, H'ROID F., 484 North Rord, Normenby, Dunedin, New Zeelond.

.\ge 43 Groups 4 (Chums); 9; 25 1.
Hes collected Chums volumes for severel yeers, but still requires thosc prior to
1900. .1so 1903, 1908 end 1915. "ould also like "Chuckles" 1917 ( .dventure
Islend), Comic Life, and Lot O'Fun (sems period). .lso interested in books
illustrated by Poul Herdy, Stenley L. Wood, R.Caton Woodville, Gordon Brovme.
Interest recwekened by reeding "Boys Will Be Boys". Hes e good library of books
on trevel, ships, pirecy, highwaymen, end bushreng:rs .,
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GRCOMBRIDGE, CEDRIC J., '3 Withem Green, Kings Hesth, Northempton.
Age 29 Groups 5; 7.

GUNN, JOHY, Elm Lodge, 42 Elm Lvenue, Nottinghem.
Groups 7(a) (b); 4.
% H.RRISON, WILLI.M, 54 Chendos Avenue, Leeds B. (N)
age 49 Groupe 5(a) (v) (d); 9(e)
Occupation: Chiropedist.
Particularly interested in Megnets between 1914-1920 for nostelgic ressons.:

HARRIS, A. K., 6 Boughton Close, St.Johns, Worcester.
Group 5 (b)

HARVEY (Mrs.), 123 Penydre, Rhiwbine, Cardiff.
Group 5(a) (b)

HEPBURN, JIM, 1 Sixth Avenue, Blyth, Northumberlecnd. ()
Lge 46 Groups 4; 6(b)s 5(a).
Occupation: Grocery Menager.
Not & very sctive collector, but hes & small, mixed one. LikeSto read the
old papers, end resd about them,

HESS, GEORGE H.(Junr.), 40 North Mississippi River Blvd, St.Peul 4, Miss,U.S.]
: Groups 3: 43 5 63 T3 8,

HOCKLEY , GEOFFREY, 308 Keyes Rotd, New Brighton, Christchurch, ilew Zealand.
Age 50 Groups 2: 4- 35 5(e) (c); 6(e)s 7(e) (b).
Occupation, Motor Cycle Dealer.

Has only been actively collecting ebout twelve months, but has been intensely

itterested in the hobby for yecers. At present hes several Chume Annusls,

pre-~1915 Boys Friends, Boye Realms, Drednoughts, Jesters, Footbell end Sports

Libraries, Nugget Libreries, Plucks snd Boys Best Story Pepers. Soys of the -

hobby, "Well, apart from the intense interest of the hobby itself, I think the

greotest thing ebout it ie the number of swell people one contacts both
personally -end by correspondence. Have come to the conclusion that the
averege O0,B.B. fon is o greest guy.
Hesn't eny partiouler preference regerding items required - they're ell
grist to the mill. But ig elways particulerly pleesed to heer from eny
old-time Chums fans.

HOLGATE, A., 169 The Grempiens, Western Gate, She?herds Bush, London, W.6.

Age 41 Groups 33 5(2) (b) (d); 6(e).
HOLT, BRIAN D., British Legetion, Reykjovik, Icelend.
Lge 30 Groups 7(a)s; 5(v) (d) (a).
HOMER, HARRY, Yulden Form, Heethfield, Sussex. , (1)
‘ge 45 Groups 6(2) (v); 5(a); 7(e)
93 2.
HONEYSETT, BRILN, 65 Orchard Road, St..innes-on-Sea, Lencs. (N)
“ge 17 Groups 13 28) (d)é g
6(a) (v)s 8

2; 33 5 (a) (o)
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* HOPPERTON, TOM, Courtlends, Fulford Roed, Scorborough. 'Phone 4310. ()
.ge 44 Groups 5(e) (b) (d) (e); 1.

Though ebove mein fovourites is interested in the pepers as o whole., Hes

about 1500 in ell, @ representotive sprinkling of ecrly drceedfuls including

Miles' "Dick Turpin" end Lindrege's "Jack Renn", =nd » number of the Bretts

and Hogarth House bloods (including "The Blue Dwarf"), =nd school talcs.

12 vols of "Jeck Herkawey" scries., The mein strength is in Hemilton popers;

300 M-gnets; 300 Gems (including precticelly the whole of the first 100)j

170 $.0.L's, end 60 Penny Populars. Also hes » complete run of "Jock's Peper*}

300 Nelson Lees; 120 1st series S.,B.L's; tnd ebout 100 early B.F.L's.

A complete run of S.P.C, to dete, 24 No. 1's, including 4d. ond 1d. Gems

3d. 5.B.L's, end Penny Popular. Is seccking more Megnets, Gems snd Penny

Populsrs, but is particulerly keen on building up his S,0.L's with numbers

before 200. Hes o number for cxchenge. :

HUBBARD, ERNEST .ILXANDER, 50 South View Crescent, Shefficld, 7. ()
.ge 45 Groups 5(a) (b) (e¢) (a); 7(e) (v)s 93
23 5(e)s 6(a)
HUDSON, REGINLID A., 57 York House, Querry Hi §1 te, Leeds.
Groups Z b ?a:f (N)
HUGHES, E. V., "Coswell", 25 Hillsboro' Roed, ognor Regis, Sussex.

ige 47 Groups 93 2; 5(a) (b) (e); 13 6(a).
’ Occupation: Newspeper Reporter.
Interested in almost anything before 1920. Particularly snxious to obtain
specimens of "Winged Men" serisl thet sppeared about 1931, probebly in "Fireflyf.

|
HUMPHREYS, ERIC, Oek Dene, Bort Leme, Higher Irlem, Nr.Menchoster. ()
age 37 Group 5 (ell)

FUMPHRIES, KENNETH, 61 Long Hill Rise, Hucknell, Notts.
Groups 53 7.
HUNZER, J. V., B. STEV\RT, 4 Imlworth Rord, Mottinghem, Londem, S.1.9.
, .8e 52 Groups 1l; 3; 2.

| HUNTER, RON.AID H., .venida \tlentica 2806, pertemento 901, Copoacebena,
' Rio de Jsneiro, Brozil.
nge 38 5 (e11)
Collection now includes 1400 Megnets with a complete run from 1917 to 1940.
Prefers the serious cheracter stories to those sbout Bunter.

HURRGLL, JAMES W., "Glenisle", 10 Ilfrecombe Gerdens, Chadwell Weath,
Romford, Kesex. (L)
Group T(a) (b); 5 (211)3 6 (e11),
Ylould like to see the "Librory" iden extended, owdng to the diminishing source
of supply. -

IdPSON, ST .NLEY ..., "Stenfield", Jerninghsm Rond, New Costessey, Nr,Norwich,

Norfolkl
ige 54 5(=) gbgs 43 S(o) (d); 6(o)s 7(=)
2p:.500)s 6(b)s B3 33 13 99104

IRAIDI, JAMES C., 14 West 82nd Street, New York, 24, N.Y., U.S.A.
hge 44 Group 5 (»11)
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JMISON, WILLI.M, Lisnscree, Co. Down, N. Irelend.
’ Lge 49 Groups 5(2) (c)
Occupctions Gerdener.
% JLRDING, WILLL.M (BILL) WALTER, 52 Kipling .venue, Woddingdeen, Brighto?.
Sussex. L
Age 36 Groups 5(2) (b); 7(a); 5(a); 6(b); 7(v).
Occupeation: Engineering Seles Correspondent. :
Although en old resder of the Charles Homilton stories is just beginning es o
collector. Wishes to obtain eny copies of the Magnet, Gem, etc.

JENKINS, ROGER MICHARL, "Strathmore", 3 Town Hell Roed, Havent, Hents. (L)
Age 26 Group 5(a) (v) (d) (e) (o).
Occupation: Civil Servant.
JEYES, JAMES A., 108 Adnett Road, Northempton,
Age 55 Group 2.
Wishes to obtain eerly Boys' Friend 3d., Libreries.
JONES, S. P., High School, Penrith, New South Wales, Australia,
Group 5(b) (e)
JONES, RAYMOND, Melrose, 39 Mill Hill Rosd, Cowes, Isle of Wight.

hge 22 Group 5(a) (d) (v) (e) (o).
KEELING, FRAVK, 107 Dolphins Road, Folkstone, Kent. ()
Age 44 Groups T3 5(a).
KELSHIW, L. G.y, 41 Selby Lvenue, South Shore, Blackpool.
Group 5(e)
KNIGHT, STANLEY, 50 Browning Street, Bradford, Yorks. ()

Group 5 (all)

KIRBY, GORDON J., (/o Public Librery, Swenston Street, Melbourne, Victorie,
Austrelie, (Vic

s

Lge 26 Group 5 (all)
Also interested in Schoolgirls' Own, School Friend, etc.

KNASTER, R. M. J., 4 Elm Plrce, Onslow Gerdens, London, S.W,7.

Group 5(&)
% KNOIT, FRANK L., 67 Richmond Strcet, Petonc, New Zealand.
Group 5.
% KUTNER, M.URICE, 4 New North Place, Scrutton Street, Finsbury, London,E.C.2
Age 44 Group 5(b) (2)

Occupation: Wood Carver.
Anxious to obtein Gems 504-7; 509-11; 513, 514, 516, 518, 519, 522, 524-26;
528, 533, 541, 545, 562-65; 568, 569, 581, 582, 565, 588, 592.

Collection consists of 500 Gems, 230 Megnets, 4 Holidey .Annuels,
Is particulerly interested in Gems illustreted by Warwick Reynolds.

L.NDY, ERIC R., 4 Nuneaton Rosd, Dagenhem, Tssex.
Age 48 Groups 3; 1.
Still on the look-out for certein Aldines.
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LA/SON, ARTHUR W., 1 Chorles Square, Hoxton, N.l. (L)

Group 1
Requires certein vols. Bow Bells; Femily Hereld; Boys of Inglandl Young Men
of Greet Britein;y London Reeder; London Journel; Young Ledies Journel.
List on application.

LECKENBY , HERBYRT, Teléphone Ixchenge, C/o Central Registry, Northern Commend

York.
hge 61 Groups (.111) (), (n)
Occupation: Militery Telephone Switchboerd Operetor.
% LEWIS, MERVYN D., 10 Dudley Koad, Folkecstone, Kent. (W)
Lige 29 Group 5 (a)

First made the scquaintence of the liagnet whep loened a copy $y & friend whilst
111 in bed., It was one of the Circus series 1936. ‘Then the paper ceased
publication had e collection éf about 300.

4 peragreph in the Deily Meil geve him e longing to stert collecting egein
Is employed on Crose Chennel boats,

MOCHIN, HUBERT, 38 S5t. Thomas Roed, Moor Psrk, Precston, Lenes,

Group 5 (o)
McCABE, ROBERT J., 74 /nn Street, Dundee, Angus, Scotland.
¢ Age 33 Group 5 (e11)

Occupation: Reed Meker (Pert of e loom for weeving).
Would like to obtein Biggles stories in Boys Friend Librery.

% NcG/RVA, R. A, (Tony), 220 Sissone Road, Leeds,1l0.
Lge 27

Occupation: Selesmen,
Collector of G, A, Henty first editions. .lso Schoolboy Annusle.

MoPHERSON, E., 60 Benedict Street, Glastonwury, Somerset.

hge 35 Groups 7 (2) (b); 5(a) (a)
McROBERTS, GLORGE, 31 .rdenlee Drive, Cregegh, Belfast, N.Irelend.
Lge 49 Groups 5 (all); 7(a); 6(e) (b).

MIRTIN, WILLI.M, 93 Hillside, Stonebridge Park, London, N.W,10.

5 (ell)s 6 (all)s 7(a) (b)s 33 2.
Specielly wanted B.F.Li 3d. "Boy "iithout & Name", "Through Thick and Thin"
or eny of Fremk Richerds, Mertin Clifford etc. ..lso any other eaxrly B,F.L. 3d.

NATHEWS , CH.RLES RACE THORSON, 8 Barnett Street, Hempton, 5.7, Victorie,
ustralie,

Age 16, Groups 7(a); 6(b); 5(e) (e). (L) (vic)
x MATHESON, LLEX.NDER 8., 11 Ackergill Street, Wick, Ceithness, Scotlend. (1)
ige 20 ' Groups 5(w); 85 45 7(a)

Occupetion: lleteorological ..ssistent.
Wanted Boys' Reelm (new series) 1, 7, 13, 40 onwards.
Recently started collecting. To dete has o feir collection of Chums (prefers
Cassell's); &« few Gems aad Boys' Reelm, snd oddments of others.

® MELL, GEORGE, 41 Woodland Roed; Derlington.
Group 5(&) (b)
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#® MERR.LLS, J.MtS D., 13e Cempbell Roed, Belwyn E8, Melbourne, Victoriea,

Justraliae.
wge 15 Groups 1; 2 (Sexton Blske stories onlye&
6 (#11); 4 (Boys' Own Paper) ic)

Hes been collecting ebout two yeers end possesses about 60 pepers. Is keenly
interested in Sexton Bleke stories of &1l periods.

Other interests: Cricket, Austrelien football, wooks by Charles Dickens,
Stamps and Politics.

% MERVYN, EDNA, 21 Fielding Strcet, Kensington, Liverpool, 6. (N) (Mer.)
Group 5(&)
% MILLER, PETER LODGE, 19 Collingwood Drive, Grest Berr, Birminghem, gM)
Lge 29 Groups 5(e) (4)s 13 2: 3: 4+ 5(b) (c) (e)

: v 6 (e11)3 7(a) (b)s 85 9.
Recently sterted collecting end hes at present & modest number of Megnets,
Holiday Annuels end the Skilton end Mandebille wooks.
Is en engineer by profession, @snd during the wer a voluntary Bevin boy .
Is secretary of the 0.B.B.C., Midland Section. Also interested in model
reilweys end stemps.

NMORTIMERy ROBERT VICTOR, 115 Welton Road, Tast Molesey, Surrey. ()

Lge 50 Group 5(2) (d)
Started reeding the Mognet end Gem in 1912 end continued until the end.
Finds them as interesting to-dey #s in his youth. Sterted recollecting in
1941, mostly Megnets end S.0.L's.

Works in & big Departmentel Store in Kingston writing showcrrds ond poater*
for shop end window displey.

Is o keen cineme fen end hopes to see Herry ‘Therton & Co. on the scrcen
some day. - . !

MURTAGH, JOHN R. 509 Selwood .Roed, Hestings, New Zeelend. ' <
Lge 38 Group T3 5(all); 6(211); 8 (Boys' Realm)
Requires Nelson Lee Libreries, Old Series 1915-1920 Nos. 1, 4, 6, T, 11, 12,
14-17, 22, 27, 30, 31, 34, 40, 42, 46, 49, 50, 51, 53, 59, 60, 62, 64-69,
17-73, 75, 76, 78, 82, 84-86, 88, 92, 102, 103.
Offers three copies of old series for esch of sbove. See ldvertisement
elsewhere in this Amnual.,

NICHCLLS, RONLID ALICK, The Grey House, Thitchurch, Bristol, 4. (L)
Age 37 : Groups 4 (B.0.P., Chums)
5(2) (b) (e); 6(a) (v)
Wishes to obtein Megnets end Gems from 1924 to cnd. Must be in good condition}
Will gledly pey for loan of prpers. Grestest cere taken of eeme,
Correspondence with other members welcomed.

% ORME, S. J., "North Dene", 37 New Roed, Uttoxeter, Staffs. (L)
ige 37 Groups 7(e); 6(2)s3 5(a).
Concentrates on Nelson Lees (1920-26) and Union Jecks (1922-28).  Hopes to
complete runs for binding.
Interest is nostelgic only where the pépers read in his youth are concerne*.

ORR, W. 8., 3 Hertfiecld Terrece, Dumberton, Scotlend.
uge 49 Groups 5(a) (b) (c); 6(a)s 235 8(Boys Fricnd
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OSBORN, FRANK, 24 Herpur Street, Bedford.
Lge 55 Groups 2; 3; 4 (Chums); 5(a); 1.

PACKMLE, JOSEPHINE, 27 .rchdale Road, East Dulwich, London, S.E.22. (L).

Groups 5(b); 6(a) (b)
Occupation: Civil Servent.
lnxious to obtain Gem No.946. Also to complete e long Union Jock run, the
following are needed: 1292, 1042, 991, 989, 988, 985, 984, 977, 974, 972,
969, 966, 953, 919, 902, 898, 896, 890.

PACKMAN, LEONIRD, 27 irchdale Roed, Eest Dulwich, London, S.E.22. (L)
ige 46 Groups 65 a)s 5 5 ; 3 7(e)s S(e);
6(b)s 5(a); 103 9.

Occupations Civil Serveant,
lnxious to obtain sny Union Jocks for the yeers 1914 and 1915; ealso eny of
the first 50 Schoolgirls' Qwn.

PAGE, VINCEN® A., The Modern School, Surbiton Roed, Kingston, Surrey. (L)

Age 16, Groups 5(e) (b) (d) (e) (e); 6(b)
PRsS, JOSEPH, -2 Irvin Avenuc, Seltburn-by-Ses, Yorkshire.
Lge 59 Groups 2: 13 33 5(2); 5(e).

Occuprtion: Master Printer snd Publishes."Collectors' Miscelleny".
PARRAIT, C, JAMuS, 99 Compton Buildings, Goswell Recd, London, B.C.1. (L)
; Groups 7(2) (b); 5(ell); 8 (Thrillers).

PICK, ROBERT, 3 Stonegcte Grove, Leeds, 7. (N)
Lge 52 Group 5(¢) (a) (a) (e) (o)
Occupetion: Master Teilor.
POUND, Rev. LRTFUR GILBERT, St.Pcul's Vicarage, 68 Finnemore Road,
Birminghem, 9., (a)

ge 49 Groups 5(a) (b) (d) (e).
PRICE, H. C. NORTON, 22 Northdown Rosd, Mergste, Kent. il 1)
Group 6 (b)
Also collects Boys Friend 3d and 44 Libreries.
RLMSBOTTOM, GEORGE, 15 Lsh Street, Fleetwood, Lencs. FERE 8. )
/ge 50 Groups 5( ) (b) (e); 6(2) (v).

Hos o few Gem end Megnets to exchenge on level terms, Also open to buy some,
In sddition interested in Heslth end Strength megazine, snd "Iron Men",
Americen physicel culture megezine. Can sny American readey obliga?

RAYNER, W. J, Albian, Clerence Loed, Sudbury, Suffolk.
Group 5 (a11).

RENEN, CHLRLES wan P.0. Box 50, Uitenhege, Cape Province, South .frice.
8¢ 39 Group 5 (=11).
Still requires many copics of the Megnet between Nos, 725 and 960, &nd Gems
between 830 and 935. Also 1924 Populers.
% RHODES, A, WRIGHT, H.Q. Intelligence Division, Herford, B.).0.R. 15,
Group 5(2) (D)
RICH.RDSON, .RTHUR, 49 ..shburnhem Mensions, Chelsea S.41.10. (L)
Groups 2; 1; 3.
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ROBYBS, JOHN, Trewellard, 13 Repheel Roed, Hove, 3, Sussex. (L)

Group 5(a) (d)
Alweys on the look-out for red-covered Megnets.

ROUSE, RON.ID E. J., 3 St. Leonerds Terroce, Gos Hill, Norwich, Norfolk.

486 29 Groups 6 (all); 7(=) (Detective stories only);

Interested meinly in detective snd crime atoriaa. Would like to obtain
Dixon Hewkes; Nelson Lee Librerics (1915-17); lst 20 Humbers Union Jack
4d. series: and Sexton Blcke Libreries lst series, 6, 21, 24, 35 end 37 to
complete set.

Also interested in"Famous Crimes" ond "Police Budgets".

S.TCHELL, T., 84 .nkerdine Crescent, ‘Woolwich, London, S.E.18,
Age 48 Group 5(e) (»)
Occupation: Butcher's Mansger.

SH.W, JOHN R., 4 Brunswick Perk, Comberwell, London, S.E. 5.
ige 33 5(b) (2) (e) (d); 6(e).
Requires certein Plucks deted 1906-10 contrining St.Jims stories end stories

of Tomsonio's Circus by Herry Dorrien. .Also Magnet "eter Lily series in
mint condition. ;

% SH.RPE, HOVARD, C/o Wright, Stephenson & Co. , Box 4339, Melbourne GePs00sy
tralia.
groups 7(e) (b); 5(d) (a)t (e11)
Collection meinly consists of Schoolboys Own Libraries snd prafers these to
eny others. Also interested in Captein Justice stories.
SHEPHERD, JAMES, 1 Lthelstan Close, Hundsworth, Sheffield, 9.
Group 5(2) (b)
Porticularly interested in eerly lagnets end G.ms.
SIDLAV.Y (Mrs.), The Rise, 84 "Jenrl Ro2d, Rhiwbina, Cardiff.

Group 5 (b) (e)

# SIDEBOTTOM, HiRBIRT G., 79 Heedinglsy Avenue, Leeds. ()
Group 5(2)
SINCL.IR, TOM, 18 Lenshew Terrece, Belle Isle, Leeds 10. (W)
Group 5 (#11)
SMITH, CLIFF, 5 Sharmen .Avenue, St.Annes, Lencs. (N)
Lge 34 Group 5(a)

Occupation: Locel Govermment Officer.
Is enxious to obtein Indien series (Megnet) Nos. 961-970 inclusive.
W11l pey good price.

SMITH, JOSYPH, 36 Longhem Road, Newcestls-on-Tyne, 5.
Group 5(e) (b) (a)
“Jould like to obtein Megnets end Gems prior to 1931.

SMITH, NORMAN J., 34 “eincliffe Mount, Beeston, Leeds, 1l. (N)
Occupation: Seles Meneger. Group 5(e) (b) (d) (&)

SMITH, PERCY, The Stores, Mumby K Nr, Alford, Lincs,
Lge 50 Group 3; 2; 5(b); 73 5(e).
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SMITH, WILLLM D.VID OWEN, 57 Boarkby Road, Syston, Nr. Leicester.
ige 26 : Group 6(b)
YTH, SYDNEY, 1 Brendon Street, Clovelly, Sydney, N,S.W., Austrelis.
' Groups 5(a) (b); 7(e); 5(a).
SNELL, FRINK, Rathcar, 6 Chingswell Street, Bideford, Devon.,
Group 5 (a1l1)
SOUTHW.Y, LRTHUR J.MBS, P.0O. Box 3, Berconsficld, Cape Provincé, South /frice.
Lge 41 Groups: .4ll. For statistical (v) (W)

purposes.
Tiould like correspondunce with eny mcmbers to help complete cetelogues in

detail of papers in oll groups, especielly the girls' pepers.
SOUTHVOOD, ROGIR, 3 Spring Villes, Fornborough Roed, Fernborough, Hents. (L)

.ge 16 Groups 5 (a) (b) (d); 3; 43 2.
ST.BLES, HUNRY, 44 Hewes Roed, Little Horton, Bredford, Yorkshire. (™)
‘ge 64 Groups 43 13 23 33 83 93 6(b)3 5(d).

Occupetion: Printer's Cutter.
Would 1ike to obt:in the two following: .ldine First Rete Libreriss to
complete o set of Dendwood Dick Outlew; No. 416, Deadwood Dick in Dengers
No. 464, Dendwood Dick in Dead City.

ATEVINS, SHEIL., 783 Rathdown Street, North Cerlton, N.4., Melbourne,
Victoria, Austrelie.
Lge 37 Group 5(a) ée; (a) (v) (e)s 104 43
T(a) (b)s 85 25 15 33 6 (m11),
Collection mainly consiste of Magnete, Gems end S.0.L's of 1930 ond some
Populars. kequires Msgnets 511, 517-19; 1373; S.0.L's, 232, 2203
Populers (new series) 128, 123, 125-127.

STEVART , ALLN, 290 ‘rchwsy Road, London, N.6. (L)
Lge 41 Groupe 7(2); 5(2) (b).
Occupation: Dence Musicien.
STONE, LEON, Elgin Street, Gordon, N.S.W., Austrelia.
Group 5 (all)

STOREY (Senr.) ROVL.ND M., 8 Lskdele Terrece, Jesmond, Newcestle~on-Tyne, 2.
Groups 2; 3 4, 6(2) (e).

Seys "Thenks to old friends end new my collection now sseumes quite a figure,

but the "Big Budget" still eludes me."

STUIDY, F., B8 Woteon Street, Middleswrough, Yorkshire.
Group 5 (all)

STRYPE, TOM S., 21 Cenn Hell Roed, Leytonstone, London, T.1l, (1)
Groups.2:.3..43 -1,
Ocoupsation: Corrector of the Press.
Requires True Blues $#d. end 1d.

SUDBOL:OUGH, ROY 'V.LTER, 27 Milton Street, Highem Ferrers, Northents.,
Age 33. Groups 5 (all); 63 7T; 8.

Al
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SUTHERLAND ,,  PE. 0D, 3930 /. 35th 4Lvenue, Vancouver 1%, B.C. Cenadn,
hge 4+ Groups 4 EChums; Scout)
b) (e) ()5 6(2);
3 (Buffelo Bills, Dick Turpins, . i
: Robin Hoods)
Ne¢eds Chums, vols. 1, 3, 4 5 end' 6. Has 2ll others. 1so wents Scouts 1908
to 1911, 1915 and 19179 end Gems end MPgnets, meinly between 400 snd 600.

% SWAN, J.R., 3 Fifth Avenue, Poddington, London, V.10, (1)
Group 5.
TAYLOR, RAYMOND, = 22 Pcmbroke .venue, Ettingshell, "olverhsmpton.
age 62 Groups 13 2.

Still looking for Henderson's "Young Folks Budget'; "Nuggets" and "Varieties".

'THO]\’JPSON s GOKDON, -85 Deerpcrk Roed, Belfest, Northern Ireland.
‘ge 37 | Groups ?())((%) (c) () (e)

o
Possesses TOO Megnets end all Nelson Lees from 112 except 141, 169, 230 end 233,

Is looking for Nugget Lib. St.Frenks stories, =nd Rookwood Schoolboys Owm.

THURBON, WILLI.M THOM.S, 47 Cromwell Road, Cembridge.

Age 48 Groups 23 3. 43 6(#) $h .,
Wented: Boys' Friend Libreries, lst series, 92, 95, 246. Mervels 3, T, 9.
Union Jecks, 201, 244, 404, 565, 592, 122, 134, 141, 218, 220, ' 234-T7, 239-245,
302-311,

TRAYNOR, J. RICH.ARD, BCM/Adventures, London, W.C.1l.

ige 45 Groups 7(e); 5(a)s 6()s 10.
Would be extremely grateful if snyone could supply Nelson Lee 17,0l1d series,
"The Bleck Wolf". TWented for sentimental reesons, Yould gledly pay lO/—. p

TWELIS, J«y 32 Bridgett Street, iugby.

wge 44 : Group T(o)
Considers Ldwy Seerles Bruoks the best school story suthor ever. His
humorous writings sre fer in advence of eny other, including Duncen Storm.

TWINHAM, HORACE E., 25 Haselden Road, ILupset. Wakefield, Yorkshire. ()
Age 43 Groups 5 (#11); 6(ell); 9; 8.
Qeccupation: "indow cleener.

Requires eny Holiday Annuzl except 1925 and 1929.

VENNIMORE, CH.RLES E. F., 25 Byron Avenue, West Hounslow, Middlesex.
Still hes a huge collection of periodicels of #ll types. Adult and
juvenile., 411 in mint condition. .

W.INE, GRANVILLE T., 6 Burnhem koed, estcott, Nr. \ylesbury, Bucks.
Age 48 ' Groups 53 6: 73 8.
Is alweys open to buy Double Numbers of any paper.
WALKER, THOM.S WILLIAM, 387 Liverpool Road, Fough Green, '7idnes, Léncs.
~ @roup 5 (e11)

WuLKER, PETER A., Chelsee House, Wick, Bristol.
Groups 5(a) (b); 7(e)s 5(c) (a); 4.
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WALLIS, CLIFFOKD, 64 Oakwood Perk Load, Southgete, London, N.14. (1)

hge 31 Groups 5(a); T(e)s 85 5(b) ()

WALSH, JAMES, 345 Stenley Road, Kirkdele, Liverpool. (Mer.
ige 42 Groups 5(a) (b) (c) (4d)

WARREN, PHILIP, 30 Newton Roed, Urmston, Lencs. (M)

Group 5 _

WEBB, W.ITER, 84 Perk Roed, Sparkhill, Birminghem, 11.
uge 42 Group 6(2) (b)

® WEBSTER, DONALD B., Weterloo House, 7 Crosby Road South, Liverpzo%,(zz. )

N) (Mexr.

Age 45 Groups 5(b) (&) (&) (d) (e)s

4 (Chums); 7(e).

Occupations ‘/elfere Officer.
Sterted as e reader in 1912, end hed a collection until 1930, Career
intervened end on returning home two yeers leter found to his dismey thet
ell his papers hed been destroyed with the exception of 1920 Holiday Annusl
which he still possesses.

i year ego sew & copy of "Tom Merry's Own" end as & result got in touch
with Frank Richerds end the C.D.

His son aged 10 is following in his footsteps.

"iishes to obtain "Boy Without & Name" and "School and Sport".

WHITER, BLNJ.MIN GEOKGE, Cherry Place, 706 Lordship Lene, Tood Green,
London, N,22, (L)
Lege 46 Groups 5(ell); 6(all)s Ts 4. 8. 93 3.
Says thoroughly enjoys being secretery of the London Club as it hes been
the meens of getting in touch with stout fellows 211 over the world. Present
small collection consists of Sexton Bleke Libreries.

WHITER, ROBERT H., 706 Lordship Lene, Wood Green, London, N.22. (L)
hge 27 Groups 5(ell); 8; 4.
Has now complete set Holidey /innuels, complete set Bullseyes, 900 Megnets,

900 Gems, 15 vols. Capteins, 3 vols. Chums, 3 vols. Young England, 200 Populers
250 Modern Boys, 1 vol, S.P.C.

WHITMORE, I.N, 3 South Bznk Lodge, Surbiton, Surrey.
Lge 17 Group 5(2) (b) () (e) (e).
Occupetion: Bank Clerk.

WHORWELL, RICHARD, 29 Aspinden Roed, Rotherhithe, London, S.E.16.

Lge 53 Groups 5(ell); 4; 83 6(ell).
WICKS, DONALD F., 13, Essex Roed, Surrey Hills, [.10, Victoris, (Vie)
ustrelia,
486 29 Groups 5 59; Ed) (e) (v) éo)l
7 (a) (v); 83 6 (ell).

WILLETT, E. P. K., Church Cottege, Leleham-on-Themes, Nr. Steines,

Vviddlesex. (L)
Groups 5: 63 7.
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% WILLISON, FR.NK 4., 6 ileredith Street, Credley Heeth, Steff. (M)
.ige 50 Groups 5(#) (b) (c); 8 (Boys' Friend)
Occupation. Engineer.,

Sterted reading the Mognet end Gem in 1908 and never missed e copy until 1932,

Renewed scgueintence when the Midlend 0.B,B.C., wes formed rnd soon efterwerds

had 47 Gems 1934-~38 end 67 Magnets 1934--40.

Tiould like to get Populers smy dete. Gems end Magnets 1939-40.

WILLI'JSON, WILLI M L., 410 Ockwood Lene, Roundhey, Leeds 8.
Age 49 Groups 6(n); 5(ell); 2. (w)
Occupation: "/arehousemen.

inxious to obtein Union Jeck 586.

WILSON, ROBERT, 100 Broomfield Roed, Glesgow, K.

Lge over 50. Groups 5(2) (b) (d) (e) (c)s 6(e)
Collection (July 1951) Over 1000 Megnets, 6CO Gems, 300 S,0,L's, Complcte
"Monster" Librery, All Holidey /nnuels, 100 Populars, 300 Union Jacks,

150 Boys' Friend Libreries, Complete C.D's to dete. All C.D.Annuals,
100 Thrillers. These include 60 bound volumes.

Is 8till looking for Thrillers Nos. 48, 49, 50, 51 (1930) to complete

volume for ®dinding.

WINDOVER, EILEEN I. M., 55 Avondsle itoed, Gorleston-on-See Norfolk. (1)

; Group 10.
WOOD, JOHN PETER, Nostew, Stockton Lene, York. (m)
~ge 37 Groups 7(a); 5(=) (v) (d)
; (e. 1920 only); 6 (211).
Occupation: Journalist.
WRIGHT, CILRLES, 12 Ashburham Place, Greenwich, London, S.E.10. (L)
Lge 46. Groups 3; 6(a) (b) (ec)3 7(a)
Occupation: Hospitel attendant.
WRIGHT, OLIVE, 12 Ashburnham Place, Greenwich, London, S.5.10, (L)

Group 6() (b)
Occupation: Counter Hend.

YOUNG, J., 81 Alsen Road, Hollowey, London, N.7.
Groups T3 5.

ULGLNTLY W..5 iD:. Nelson Lee Libraries 0ld Series 1915-1920 Numbers 1, 4, 6,
7, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 22, 27, 30, 31, 34, 40, 42, 46, 49, 50, 51, 53, 60,
62, 64, 65, 67, 68, €9, 71, 72, 73, 15, 16, 78, 82, 84, 85, 86, 88, 92, 102,
103. I =m willing to pay eny price for these or will exchenge 0ld Series
Nelson Lees ot the roete of 3 issues for each one of ebove Nos. I have some
400 issues for exchsnge; also am prepered to exchenge Union Jecks, before 1925
end first old series Sexton Blakes from my own collection for eny of above
issues. J. R. Murtegh, 509 Selwood Rozd, Hustings, New Zealsnd.

TWANTED:  Nelson Lees 0ld series Nos. 80-150, 166, 186, 229, 232, 239, and
328-337. C. Churchill, 123 Pinnoe Roed, Ixeter.
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The Billy Bunter Bookd
S S
f?aa\k_;iLJ\urow

We have no need to recommend this famous series
to readers of the "Collectors' Digest" - who are not
alone in their appreciation of Frank Richards' books,
for over 100,000 have been sold.

BILLY BUNTER BUTTS IN has just been published,
and in 1952 will appear -~ BILLY BUNTER AND THE BIUE
MAURITIUS (Baster), and BILLY BUNTER'S BEANFBAST (in

ptember), With the exception of BILLY BUNTER'S
CHRTSTMAS PARTY, and BILLY BUNTER IN BRAZIL, now out
of stock - +the other titles which have previously
appeared are still available. These comprise BLLLY
BUNTER OF GREYFRTARS SCHOOL, BILLY BUN 'S BANKNOTE,
BILLY BUNTGR'S BARRING OUT, BLLLY ;EU%N § BENEFIT,
BILLY BUNTER AMONG THE CANNIBALS, BILLY BUNTER'S P0OS-
, BBSSIE BUNTER OF CLLFF HOUSE SCHOOL., Each
book is fully illustrated by R. J., Macdonald, and the
price, in spite of constantly increasing production
costs, remains at 7s.6d,

We had been hoping to publish THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY
OF FRANK RICHARDS during the Autumn but - owing to
paper difficulties, it has had to be postponed until
Pebruary. It will be illustrated with eight interest-
ing plates and the price is 10s,6d, We know that every
follower of Frank Richards will be eagerly awaiting
this unique volume.

Chazles Skilton [imited

50, Alexandra Road, London, S.W,19,
Telephone: Wimbledon 1009,






